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Huddersfield’s Birthday Celebrations
Huddersfield Association welcomed 
members of Leeds and Wakefield at 
their Birthday Lunch on Saturday 
11th February. During the meeting 
our President, Mrs Barbara Sherwood, 
presented our Annual Award to a post-
graduate student, Miss Qunfen Qi, the 
University of Huddersfield. Miss Qi 
obtained her first and Masters degrees 
at Huaqiao University, China and was 
encouraged to come to Huddersfield 
for her Doctorate by Professor Jane 
Jiang of the School of Computing and 
Engineering, under whom she had 
studied in China. She is currently 
completing her PhD thesis entitled 
“Bridging the knowledge gap between 
design, manufacture and measurement 
in the field of surface texture”. Miss 
Qi gave a short talk explaining how 
she had developed  her interest in 
materials from  mechanical engineering  
through Computer Aided Design.   Her 
research has practical applications for 
industry and medicine, namely Rolls 
Royce engines and artificial hip and 
knee joints.  She has made a number 
of Conference presentations including 
The Royal Society and Rolls Royce 

Manufacture Technology Management 
Board. Mrs Deborah Dickinson a graduate 
of Birmingham University and daughter 
of a Huddersfield member followed, 
describing a production at Drummonds 
Mill in Bradford, great in the days when 

“Wool was 
King” but 
now sadly 
empty. 
The actors 
with clever 
staging and 
lighting 
led their 
audience 
through 
different 
sections of 

the mill while relating the scenes to the 
mill’s history. The production was greatly 
appreciated by those who had worked in 
the mills but the effect was strongest on 
young people who had little knowledge 
of Bradford’s rich textile past. 
A collection was taken for our support 
for the education of girls in Africa.   

Betty Hill, Huddersfield

The arrangements for the National AGM 
for 2012, to be held at Wymondham 
College, Norfolk, 13th-15th July,
are well in hand. There are 71 members 
registered, with 53 rooms booked and 81 
booked for the Conference dinner at The 
Great Hospital in Norwich.
Speakers have been booked for the 
Friday evening (entertaining, nothing 
too heavy), when Catherine Reynolds, 
Director of Communications at John 
Innes will talk, for the key-note speech 
on Saturday, with Anna Pant-Robinson, 
Professor of Education at UEA, and
Baroness Gillian Shepherd to talk 
(non-politically!) at the dinner in the 
evening. Outings are being planned for 
accompanying friends/partners. A trip 
on the Broads for the Saturday and
a guided tour of the Sainsbury Centre on 
the Sunday are under discussion. A coach 
to take members from Wymondham to 
the Great Hospital and back again for 
the dinner will be booked soon.  Lists of 
tasks- raffle, Bring & Buy,  Registration 
rotas, etc. have been compiled and 
an encouraging number of Norfolk and 
Norwich members have volunteered to 
help.
In all, we feel that preparations are 
progressing well and we are rather 
enjoying seeing it all come together.

Hazel Harrison. 
Treasurer, Norfolk and Norwich

2012 AGM 
and CONFERENCE 

Did you know that our old Yellow 
Pages now appear as  the Directory of 
Leaders on the Members Only part of 

the website: www.bfwg.org.uk?
If you have difficulty accessing 

this section, please contact 
webadmin@bfwg.org.uk

Don’t forget, if you haven’t already 
sent your registration, it’s not too late 
to do so. Booking details were in Winter 

2011 News and are on the website.
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Appalled by the destruction from a 
tsunami suffered by Japan in 2011, the 
membership of the North Hertfordshire 

Association responded to the Japanese 
Association’s appeal via the IFUW with 
an immediate donation of £100 and 
decided at its AGM to make the 2011 
Christmas Party its major fund raising 
event for the benefit of the Japanese 
Association.

Hosted by Hilde Betts at her home 
on Friday, 9th December 2011, the 
Christmas Party was attended by 

twenty members and friends 
including four members from 
the North London and South 
Hertfordshire Association.
A very happy and successful 
evening raised £300 from 
the dinner plus £62 from 
Bring & Buy. With the help 
of some donations the North 
Hertfordshire Association was 
able to transfer £400 towards 
the Japanese appeal.
The photo shows our member 
Marion Maule with members 

of the Kyoto branch whom she had 
visited in November 2011 and who were 
“delighted to hear of our determination 
to support Japan in these difficult 
times.”

Hilde Betts, North Hertfordshire 

Hertfordshire Supports the Japanese Association of University Women
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Editorial 
The snow is finally melting in Bucharest and the sun 
is shining once again. Being a woman in Romania has 
certainly been interesting, and rewarding, over the 
last few weeks. March 1 saw the Mărţişor celebration, 
in which males present females with a talisman tied 
with a twisted white and red cotton. The celebration 
was traditionally linked with the ancient new year 
but is now seen as the start of spring. A week later, 
on International Women’s Day, women were also 
appreciated but this time with flowers. I did feel sorry for the male staff as 
the females, armed with flowers, left to celebrate the day together with a 
meal. 
Back in the UK, BFWG members certainly have been busy and I am only too 
sorry that I have missed the events.  Apologies to those whose articles aren’t 
included this time but they are in the summer 2012 folder pending. Once 
again, fuller articles are on the BFWG website.
I would like to say a big thank you to our guest designers, Peter and Caroline, 
who have been stoic in putting together this publication.  It has made me 
think about how we use acronyms like BFWG, SSC, IFUW, please stop and 
explain to new and prospective members.  On recruitment, numbers are 
increasing slightly and a new vibrant leaflet is now available to help.
From me, a personal thank you and good luck to Linda, our previous designer, 
who was instrumental in supporting me with previous editions of News.
Finally, a reminder that our AGM and Conference is to be hosted by Norfolk 
and Norwich Association. If you have not yet booked there is still time. 
Booking details were in last News or you can contact Christel Moor or the 
Office for assistance. I hope to see you there.

Su Allen, Editor

Sybil Campbell Collection
Griselda Kenyon will speak at the 
Sybil Campbell Collection Seminar 
at the University of Winchester on 
23 May 2012 at 18:15 on ‘35 Years 
Observing the UN’. Griselda, after 
studying at Edinburgh and Liverpool 
Universities, taught in Norfolk and 
Kent before moving to Geneva 
with her husband in 1976.  While 
there she represented IFUW at 
the United Nations and attended 
Human Rights and Women’s Rights 
meetings in Geneva, Vienna and 
New York for more than 30 years.  
She also attended the Fourth World 
Conference on Women in Beijing.  
She has undertaken several roles 
within IFUW over the years, including 
that of President from 2004 to 2007.   
Griselda is currently President of the 
University Women of Europe. 
A long- time member and former 
President of BFWG, she says her main 
interest is in international politics, 
how it affects women and what 
influence women’s groups have on 
governments and their policies. 
In the afternoon of that day, the AGM 
of the Sybil Campbell Collection will 

take place at the Quaker Meeting 
House in Winchester. BFWG members 
are welcome to attend as observers, 
members are asked to make contact via 
info@sybilcampbellcollection.org.uk, 
if they plan to attend. There will 
be reports by the Chairman and 
Treasurer of the SCC Trust and a 
general report on the SCC Trust’s 
activities during the year. On closure 
of the AGM, the meeting will be 
opened for a general discussion 
between Trustees and BFWG 
members.  A report of this meeting 
will be given at the National BFWG 
AGM in July.
Taking place prior to the AGM and 
Seminar, are the following events 
organised by the Winchester Women 
Graduates, a coffee morning at St 
Cross Hospital, an optional walk along 
the river to Twyford and a pub lunch 
at the Bugle in Twyford.
Anyone wishing to attend any of the 
above events will find information on 
the SCC website
www.sybilcampbellcollection.org.uk. 

Susan Miles, Trustee, SCC
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President’s Letter
Dear Federation Members
I am delighted to report that after a long gestation period 
BFWG now has a new recruitment leaflet. Advice was 
sought from younger graduates who advised ‘fewer words, 
more photos’. Once prospective members have picked 
up the leaflet, attracted by the colourful front, and then 
read the outline of our important aspects inside they 
can then turn to the website to see more of our activities 
and links. The leaflet pictures only BFWG members and 
research presenters, plus Baroness Sandip Verma, a past 
House of Lords Seminar Sponsor and the Upper House 
Women’s Issues guru, who was delighted to give her 
permission for her photo to be used, and asked for a copy 
of the leaflet.
It is now ‘Over to you’, the Local Associations and 
Regions, to use this to recruit. The idea is to put inside 
these leaflet a DL (1/3 x A4) sized slip giving local contact 
details and LA programme events targeted at prospective 
members, then place them in libraries, parish halls, 
supermarkets etc. If you need a protected e-mail address 
then contact Sheila Stevens on webadmin@bfwg.org.uk 
and she will help.
The Management Team is keen for all of you to target the 
diversity issue, and increase LA Membership. As mentioned 
in BFWG Winter News, Margaret Smeaton needs your 
event details for the Website Calendar so that it is obvious 
how busy the Federation is everywhere. Our thanks go to 
her for taking on this task.
The flood into the BFWG Office and Meeting Room from 
the premises above was discovered towards the end of 
September. Sally carried on valiantly in a damp and dreary 
environment, without benefit of either electricity or water 
supply. When it was realised that the ceiling was so damp 
it might fall in I had no choice but to close the headquarters 
premises on the grounds of health and safety. It was 
finally re-opened on the 9th of February when new carpet 
tiles were laid, after a complete re-decoration following a 
lengthy drying–out process, and an even lengthier 
negotiation with the managing agents, various insurance 
companies and the loss adjustor. BFWG is indebted to 

Chair of Finance Barbara Jackson 
for her tireless efforts on this front 
and also to Vice President Rory 
Haigh who dealt with re-directed 
mail, including the subscriptions, 
during these five months of 
disruption. There has now been a 
successful outcome and fair 
restitution to the Federation.
The Management Team is delighted 
to announce that the new Membership database is up and 
running as a password protected sub-domain of the BFWG 
web space. Our grateful thanks go to our Web Administrator, 
Sheila Stevens. I am delighted she has agreed to stand as 
a Vice President at the 2012 AGM.
The Management Team was able to use the HQ Meeting 
Room on 11th of February and the Executive on 10th 
March, when in addition to the usual business the 
afternoon session considered the new draft By-laws.
The Executive Committee Meeting voted unanimously to 
accept the Management Team recommendation that Beryl 
Roper, a former President of BFWG, be made an Honorary 
Life Member. Beryl had the challenging task of completing 
the sale of our former premises, Crosby Hall, and 
supervising the move of BGWG, via temporary 
accommodation, to our current premises. She has also had 
a distinguished career at the Ministry of Defence, ‘making 
it’ in a man’s world.
We now look forward to a busy spring with the European 
Relations Day on 21st April at UWC and the Research 
Presentations Day on 19th May at the BFWG Meeting 
Room.
The Centennial Scholarship fund has reached £4,217.00 
If the awardee is available on 3rd of November, our Day 
of Celebration, it is hoped to present the award at this 
event. Several former awardees have volunteered to 
speak to us. I hope to see many of you at events over the 
next few months.                  

Jenny Morley

Come and celebrate!
As you will have seen, the Federation will be marking the 
100th anniversary of the award of our first scholarship. This 
was awarded to Prof Caroline Spurgeon 
for her research on Geoffrey Chaucer. A 
centenary celebratory meeting is to be 
held on Saturday 3 November 2012 at the 
University Women's Club in London. There 
will be a distinguished guest speaker in 
the morning, and after lunch we will hear 
from some recipients of the awards over 
the years speaking about the significance 
of the award to them. The tickets will be 
available at the AGM in Norfolk and there 
will also be a booking form in the SUMMER 
NEWS for those who will not be at AGM.
We are trying to track down as many 
recipients of awards as possible, as well 
as any memorabilia relating to the awards 
over the years. If any of you know of the 

whereabouts of any scholarship awardees, either recent or 
in the past, or have any records, press cuttings or photos 
relating to the scholarships, could you please let me know, 

by e-mail at northeastern@
bfwg.org.uk or by writing to 
me at HQ, marked FAO of 
Gill Ramsay all mail will be 
forwarded to me. 
And it is still not too late to 
donate money either as an 
individual or as an LA to the 
Centenary Scholarship Fund. 
Please send your cheque or 
at least an indication of the 
amount, as soon as you can 
and,  please use a gift aid form 
if appropriate.

Gill Ramsay, Trustee BFWG 
Scholarship Fund

Divya Rajamohan receives her scholarship from Margaret 
Gotheridge, Chair of the Scholarship Finance Committee. 

Photo courtesy of M Gotheridge.

Come and Celebrate 100 years of Scholarships
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International and European NEWS 

IFUW: 10 rue du Lac, 1207 Geneva, 
Switzerland 

Tel: 00 41 22-731 23 80 Fax: 00 41 22-738 04 40  
email: ifuw@ifuw.org       www ifuw.org 

Office hours: 08.30 - 16.30 
Monday to Thursday 

CIR/IFUW Council Member 2012
Christel Moor, BA(Hons) CVPT FRSA 

(Canterbury & District) 
email: cmoor@bfwg.org.uk 

CER/UWE Representative 2011-2013
Sheila Youngs, BA (Hons), PGCE, MSt 

(North London and South Herts) 
email: sheilayoungs@bfwg.org.uk

The end of 2011 saw our long serving 
Secretary-General of IFUW, Leigh 
Bradford Ratteree retire after nearly 
30 years of service.  During this time 
Leigh contributed significantly to the 
Federation, taking on the position of 
Secretary-General in June 2006. She 
has worked tirelessly and contributed 
to the organisation working 
effectively in the world of today with 
an interactive website and other 
means of communication.  
The British Federation of Women 
Graduates wish her a long and happy 
retirement. As an interim solution 
for up to six months, the IFUW 
president, Marianne Haslegrave, 
will commute to Geneva and be in 
the office Monday-Thursday. Office 
opening hours will continue to 
be 8.00 to 17.00. This is to allow 
the Board time to reflect on how 
IFUW can function effectively and 
efficiently within current financial 
constraints, which seem likely to 
continue into the future, as well as 
greatly facilitating the transition 
from the staff perspective.  
Su Allen, Independent adapted from 

emails from Marianne Haslegrave

News from the IFUW 
Office in Geneva

A Facebook page has been set up 
on IFUW's Young Members (under 
40s). This is a place where we can 
meet, chat and tell other Young 
Members about what is on our minds, 
have lively discussions and to keep 
each other informed on projects 
and developments between IFUW 
conferences and meetings.
To sign up look for 
http://www.facebook.
com/pages/Ifuw-Young-
Members/337178439638069
The latest edition of the IFUW Young 
Members’ Newsletter can also be 
downloaded at http://www.ifuw.org/
ym/2011-12-ym-newsletter.pdf 
Intisar and Yvonne, International 
Young Member Coordinators, IFUW

AN ANTI-TRAFFICKING CONFERENCE, 
organised by Women Liberal 
Democrats and Catherine Bearder 
MEP for South East England, was 
held in Reading aimed at raising 
awareness and developing tools to 
tackle the problem. The non-
political conference focused on 
the people trafficked into the 
UK. Speakers included a recently 
retired police officer, 
Superintendent Bernie Gravett, 
Julia Immonen (Sports against 
Trafficking) and Debbie Beadle 
(ECPAT UK), who were 
rowing the Atlantic to raise 
money and awareness for 
human trafficking charities.
Catherine Bearder 
introduced the fight 
against modern day 
slavery giving local 
examples and stating 
that "trafficking is a 
global problem but it 
is also a local issue and 
we all need to open our 
eyes and see what we 
can do in our 
community”.
Baroness Sally Hamwee (Co-Chair 
of the Liberal Democrat 
Parliamentary Committee on Home 
Affairs, Justice and Equalities) 
discussed her work in the Lords 
on this issue, reminding 
participants someone is 
trafficked across a border every 
minute worldwide and that 
human trafficking was the third 
largest business in the world. 
Superintendent Bernie Gravett 
described Operation Golf, a joint 
investigation team funded by the 
EU. He revealed that 26 Romanian 
gang members were charged in 
Romania with trafficking 181 
children to the UK for forced 
criminality, and 120 gang members 
were arrested and prosecuted in the UK 
for organised crime offences 

including the trafficking of children.
Turning on to a very interesting 
way of fight against trafficking, 
Julia Immonen, the founder of 
Sport Against Trafficking, and 
Debbie Beadle youth programme 
coordinator for ECPAT UK (End 
Child Prostitution Pornography 
and Trafficking) talked about 
their work. 
The participants were asked 
to checklist what communities 
could do. For example, writing a 
letter to your local paper could 

be the way to start a group, 
telling the police about concerns 
about local houses, writing to 
your MP. Linda from OXCAT (Oxford 
Community for Anti-Trafficking) 
discussed the group’s unique way 
of raising awareness on Anti-Slavery 
Day by selling women in cages in 
the market place, which can 
attract a significant amount of 
media attention as well as local 
people.
The main purpose of the 
conference was to raise 
awareness and encourage local 
people to form groups to help 
fight against this dreadful trade 
in their own area with the goal 
of creating more community 
groups.

Sudha Srivastava, Reading
The full report is on the BFWG website

IFUW Young 
Members

Anti-Trafficking Conference
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BFWG is affiliated to the International Federation of University Women (IFUW) and University Women of Europe (UWE)

Executive Report
On 10th March members of the 
Executive gathered in the newly 
repainted and re-carpeted office at 
Mandeville Courtyard. There was 
no time to dwell on the tribulations 
of the last few months since the 
flood, but everyone was full of 
admiration for the heroic work 
done to keep the show on the 
road, and joined the President in 
thanking in particular Rory Haigh, 
Barbara Jackson, and Sally Johnson, 
the office assistant. The nitty-
gritty business of the meeting, 
consideration of the proposed new 
By-laws, was scheduled for the 
afternoon. The business of the 
morning was very much focussed 
on looking forward to a busy and 
exciting year which offers the 
Federation great opportunities 
for recruitment and publicity. 
The President encouraged local 
associations to use the occasion 
of the Scholarship Centenary as a 
hook on which to hang activities.  
She also reminded members of 
our current theme of financial 
literacy, which we hope to develop 
into a workshop for the 2013 IFUW 
Conference, and reassured them 
that the Higher Education Network 
has not been forgotten about. The 
long-awaited new recruitment 
leaflets were ready for Executive 
members to take away with them.  
The President was thanked for all 
the work she had done in producing 
the leaflet, and for being so open 
to suggestions for alterations; the 
end result is lively and colourful, 
and has been complimented by 
younger members and potential 
members.  There were thanks 
also for Sheila Stevens, who has 
devoted a great deal of time and 
considerable expertise to improving 
the Federation website.  We are 
definitely better equipped to face 
the future, although the President 
pointed out that the Federation still 
lacks a Vice President with special 
responsibility for Publicity. However, 
it is particularly good news that 
Gabrielle Suff and Sheila Stevens 
are putting themselves forward 

for election as Vice President, 
promising a very strong team next 
year. Rory Haigh reported also on 
the great improvements made to 
the membership database, and 
was thanked for all the work she 
has done. Membership records are 
now in a much better state, and 
membership is steadily increasing. 
It was reported that the finances 
are generally in good shape, and 
well managed, but because of the 
continued weakness of the pound 
and strength of the Swiss franc, a 
proposal for a modest increase in 
fees will be put to the AGM in July.
Arrangements are well in hand 
for the Scholarship Centenary 
Celebration, which will be held 
at the University Women’s Club 
on Saturday 3rd November.  A 
prominent key-note speaker has 
yet to be secured (the President 
is waiting for a response), but two 
former scholarship holders have 
already accepted the invitation 
to speak about how winning a 
scholarship has helped them, and 
it is hoped that others will also be 
able to attend. It was announced 
that the scholarships fund will have 
more money to distribute this year: 
£30,000 rather than the £25,000 
available in 2011, plus £6,000 
for the Centenary Scholarship 
itself.  If possible, the Centenary 
Scholarship will be awarded at 
the Centenary Celebration, but 
as Elizabeth Poskitt, chair of the 
Scholarship Trustees, pointed out, 
award-winners have a habit of 
going off to the ends of the earth 
in pursuit of their research, so this 
cannot be guaranteed. We were 
also reminded that the charities 
associated with the Federation i.e. 
the Scholarship Fund and Funds 
for Women Graduates are between 
them major funding providers, and 
we should not be shy about this. 
This is another useful hook on which 
to hang publicity and recruitment 
efforts.
Because of the Centenary 
Celebration, there will be no House 
of Lords Seminar this year, although 

plans are already afoot for it to 
return in 2013. The Sybil Campbell 
Collection Annual Lecture will fill 
the gap, when on October 18th 
Jane Hill will talk about the work 
of Gertrude Hermes,  preceded 
by a visit to the British Library at 
St Pancras.  The Sybil Campbell 
Collection Seminar will be held as 
usual in Winchester, on May 23rd, 
when Griselda Kenyon will talk on 
35 years of observing the United 
Nations. 
It was reported that plans are going 
well for the AGM in Norfolk, and the 
Norfolk and Norwich Association are 
particularly pleased that so many 
of their members have volunteered 
to help. A new feature will be 
hands-on computer practice for 
the digitally challenged, for which 
the Management Team has booked 
the Wymondham College computer 
suite!
The Federation has received 
its three-yearly invitation to a 
Buckingham Palace garden party, 
so on May 29th four members who 
have given sterling service to BFWG, 
Sue Ouvry, Vivien Greenow, Jean 
Cockling and Rory Haigh, will be 
off to test Andrew Marr’s theory, 
enunciated in his recent TV series 
on The Diamond Queen, of the 
importance of cake in the British 
constitution.  At very short notice, 
Christel Moor, in her capacity 
as CIR, had received an e-mail 
message from No 10, inviting her 
to a meeting on International 
Women’s Day, March 8th, on the 
topic of violence against women, 
and trafficking.  She reported that 
this had been a good meeting, 
and she had made some useful 
contacts, but it was disappointing, 
although not surprising, that 
despite the participation of both 
the Prime Minister and the Deputy 
Prime Minister, there was no press 
coverage. 
Overall, this meeting gave the 
impression of a Federation that is 
full of ideas, and raring to go!                                                                                  

Susan Miles, Independent Member
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One of the IFUW resolutions passed in 
2010 was on bio-ethics and women, 
with suggested plans of action 
including `NFAs should raise 
awareness of their members on issues 
relating to bioethics and their 
implications for women`s health and 
human rights` and `NFA members 
should seek to educate themselves on 
issues of bioethics at all 
levels.............`
In support of these plans of action, 
the North Eastern Association, on 
behalf of the Northern Region, is 
organising a Bio-ethics Study Day. It 
will be held on Saturday 29 September 
2012 at the Centre for Life, 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne. Among the 
speakers will be Professor Mary 
Herbert, Professor of Reproductive 
Biology at the Institute for Ageing and 
Health at Newcastle University and 
Consultant Embryologist at the Centre 
for Life, Newcastle Hospitals NHS 
Foundation Trust. Some of you may 
be aware of the work she is leading on 
mitochondrial DNA disease, which 
creates embryos with 3 genetic parents. 
There will be public consultation on 
the ethics of progressing with this 
research in the autumn and we hope 
that our Study Day discussion will be 
able to contribute to that.
We will also have as a speaker Professor 
Julian Hughes, Honorary Professor of 
the Philosophy of Ageing at the 
Institute for Ageing and Health, and 
consultant in old age psychiatry in 
Northumbria Healthcare NHS Foundation 
Trust.
The day will take the form of a short 
talk on some scientific advances in 
research followed by a talk on the 
ethical considerations of the research. 
There will then be group discussions. 
In the morning the focus will be on 
the beginning of life, and in the 
afternoon a similar format will focus 
on the prolonging and end of life.
We hope it will be a stimulating and 
thought-provoking event, and that 
lots of members will join us. The 
venue is very close to the station, 
which also provides an easy Metro link 
to Newcastle Airport, and there is 
parking close by which will be free to 
those attending. 
Booking forms will be available in the 
next edition of NEWS.

Bio-ethics Study Day
Saturday 29 September 

2012

Don’t forget, if you haven’t already sent your Registration, 
it’s not too late to do so. Booking details were in 

Winter 2011 News and are on the website.

AGM PAPERS
Please take this section with you when you attend the National conference 
and AGM in July. Resolutions will not be repeated/ included in Summer News 
unless there are amendments or emergency resolutions.
It is important that the proposer and seconder rehearse the presentation of 
their resolution in advance of the National AGM & Conference as the five 
minute combined time is strictly adhered to.

DOMESTIC RESOLUTION
D1: ANNUAL CAPITATION FEES

BFWG resolves that as from September 2012, the annual Capitation fees are 
as follows: Ordinary members £50, Junior members £30, Ordinary members 
in their first year of membership £30, five year capitation fee for Ordinary 
members £245. The first year rate will not apply to any previous 
members rejoining. 
Proposed by Finance Committee
Seconded by Executive

SUPPORTING STATEMENT
Fees have remained the same for five years. During that time, inflation has risen, 
many expenses have risen, particularly utilities. The strength of the Swiss 
Franc against the pound makes the IFUW dues (18 CHF per capita) expensive as 
it is and we have had notice that IFUW will have to raise capitation fees in the 
near future.  It therefore seems prudent to make a relatively small increase 
this year to strengthen our financial position.

D2: DATE FOR HQ RECEIPT OF CAPITATION FEES 
AND MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION

BFWG resolves that as from September 2012, the annual capitation fees which 
are due on September 1st, shall be remitted to HQ before 31st October each year.
Proposed by the Executive

SUPPORTING STATEMENT
BFWG membership runs from September 1st each year. The dispatch of NEWS 
and any other communication with members relies on the accuracy of the database. 
We also need correct information in order to pay UWE and IFUW, so it is important 
that membership information is received by 31st October.  Members who are 
not on the database will not receive their copy of NEWS.

GENERAL RESOLUTION
G1: BFWG calls upon Her Majesty`s Government, Welsh Assembly, etc 
(as appropriate) to evaluate the effect of restrictive immigration policy on both 
the finances and the good international standing of British Universities. 
Proposed by the North East Association
Seconded by North Hertfordshire Association

SUPPORTING STATEMENT
Over the years British Universities have built up a strong following amongst 
international students, which is beneficial and welcome in this increasingly 
globalised age. Income from the larger fees that are charged to non-EU students 
makes up a significant part of many universities`funding. There is also a significant 
advantage to the country, both in terms of international relations and trade, 
to educate international students who return to their home countries with a 
favourable view of Britain. This has been put at risk with the new immigration 
policies introduced to prevent young people entering the country to study at 
fake language colleges, but also impacting on legitimate students. Research 
posts and academic appointments are similarly threatened and it is important 
that the situation is monitored carefully and kept under review so that any 
negative impact is quickly understood and rectified.
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Application for Vice President
Gabrielle Elisabeth Suff
Swansea LA, member 
since 1982
Qualifications: 
Staatsexamen Freiburg 
University, Germany 
1962 
German/History/Politics; 
Post-Graduate Teaching
Diploma, Heidelberg University
Relevant Experience:
BFWG CIR 1999-2002; Regional 
Alternate Region 6;
CER 2004-2007; Regional Rep Mercia & 
Wales 2005-2008; President 
Swansea LA 1988-1991; 2002-2005; 
Local Secretary 2010+
Outside: Various posts including 
University Administrator;
Secretary & Chair of Wales Women’s 
European Network 1994 -2006; UK 
Board Member of European
Women’s Lobby 1998 -2002; 
Member of Management Team of Wales 
Women’s National
Coalition 2007 – 2010
Nominated by Swansea
Seconded by Dr. Nesta Farrow, 
Regional Rep for Mercia & Wales

Application for Vice President
Sheila Stevens
Winchester LA member 
for about 40 years
Qualifications:
B.Sc Hons Durham 
University 1958
PhD Open University 
1981
Relevant Experience:
Retired Software Engineer:
BFWG Website Co-ordinator since its 
creation.
What can you bring to the BFWG 
Position?
Technical knowledge required to set 
up and maintain the web hosting, the 
setting up of e-mail accounts, creating 
and maintaining on-line membership 
database and mass mail.
Nominated by Winchester
Seconded by Liverpool

Application for Chair of Finance
Margaret Tait
Independent, member 
for over 30 years
Qualifications:
BSc University of 
Edinburgh 1965
Relevant Experience:
Former member of the 
BFWG Executive (Public Affairs Consultant 
and Regional Representative); member 
of BFWG Finance Committee currently 
and its Minute Secretary; member of the 
Court (Council) of the University of 
Edinburgh and former member of its 
Finance Committee; Chair of IFUW 
Resolutions Committee
What can you bring?
Continuity in the financial affairs of 
BFWG
Nominated by Margaret Gotheridge, 
Independent
Seconded by Jean Macdonald, Independent

Application for Convener of International 
Relations
Professor Cynthia Burek
Independent, member 
for 42 years
Qualifications:
BSc University of Leicester 
1970
MSc City University 
1971
PhD University of Leicester 1978
Personal Chair University of Chester 2005
Relevant Experience: 
Convenor of International Fellowship 
Committee (IFUW) for 6 years. Member 
of British Academic Awards 
committee for 8 years.
What can you bring?
Professionalism and a good network
Nominated by Canterbury and District
Seconded by Winchester

Application for Member of Finance 
Committee
Hazel Rose Harrison
Norfolk and Norwich 
for 13 years
Qualifications:
MA, BSc Edinburgh 
1962
Relevant Experience:
Treasurer, Norfolk and 
Norwich 
Association since 2007
What can you bring?
12 years experience on Committee of LA.
Nominated by Norfolk and Norwich
Seconded by Margaret Tait, Independent

Application for Member of Finance 
Committee
Catherine Pinion
Huddersfield member, 
as BFWG member for 
24 years
Qualifications:
Open University 1982, 
Hon FLA, FCLIP, FRSA
Relevant Experience:
Former treasurer of Sheffield AWG; 
Joint treasurer of Huddersfield LA
Former Regional Rep and Executive 
member for Northern Region
Hon. Treasurer to other professional 
bodies
What can you bring? Having served as 
a member of BFWG Executive Com-
mittee I am already aware of many of 
the issues. I can also contribute my 
experience from other organisations
Nominated by Huddersfield
Seconded by Ruth Naish, Independent

Application for Alternate Web Administrator
Ann Scott, 
Winchester member for 
5 years
Qualifications:
BSc Mathematics, 
Manchester, 1966
MSc Logic and Computing, 
Nottingham, 1968
Relevant Experience:
Currently Membership Secretary of 
Winchester Women Graduates. 
Programme 
Action Officer, webmistress and on 
the Executive Committee of local 
Soroptimist. 
My early career was in academic (HE) 
but I was later the Managing Director of 
an IT company specialising in provid-
ing information management systems 
to educational institutes in the UK 
and overseas.
Nominated by Winchester
Seconded by Jean MacDonald, Independent

Application for Trustee of the Sybil
Campbell Collection Trust
Susan Miles, 
Independent, member 
since 1972
Qualifications:
BA University of Hull 
1970
MA (Librarianship and 
Information Science), 
Sheffield 1972
Professional Experience
University of Bradford libraries; 
Harold Cohen Library, University of 
Liverpool; Bodleian Library, 
University of Oxford
Various committees on legality, 
quality assurance and cataloguing.
BFWG committee member, 
secretary and president of LA

More information on candidates can 
be found on the members’ 

only section of our website.

APPLICANTS FOR BFWG POSTS

AGM NOTICES
Please send your LA Annual 

reports to rhaigh@bfwg.org.uk 
by 30th May 2012                                                                                  

Final Conference Business 
Agenda will be 

in Summer News 

Updated By-laws Summer News, 
available online now
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++BFWG Bulletin Board++BFWG Bulletin Board++

Up-dated version of the Directory of Leaders
is NOW available

on the Members Only part of the website: 
www.bfwg.org.uk.

BFWG News is printed on  
FSC (Forest Stewardship Council) 

certified paper

Designed and Published by
Peter and Caroline Hammond

Lower Downgate Sunny Cornwall 01579 370474

European Relations Day
Saturday 21 April 2012

The Situation of Women in 
Russia Today

University Women's Club, 2 Audley Square,
London, W1Y 6DB

Contact sheilayoungs@bfwg.org.uk or 
020 8363 2920

Deadline for Bookings 13 April 2012
Booking form in Winter News Supplement

Sybil Campbell Collection 
Seminar

Wednesday, 23 May 2012 at 18.15
Tutorial Room in the Library, 

University of Winchester
Griselda Kenyon

35 Years Observing the UN
Sybil Campbell Collection AGM

Wednesday, 23 May 2012 from 15.00 – 16.30
Quaker Meeting House, 

16 Colebrook Street, Winchester
BFWG members are welcome to attend as Observers

Detailed information about the Seminar will be 
posted on 

www.sybilcampbellcollection.org.uk

BFWG Research Presentations 
Day 

Saturday 19 May 2012
10.30 for 11.00 

BFWG, 4 Mandeville Courtyard, 142 Battersea 
Park Road, London SW11 4NB

Come and support the next generation of 
women academics and listen to research on a 

wide variety of disciplines. 
All welcome, so bring your friends and relations 

to this lively event.
Cost : £10 including sandwich lunch

Free for current students
To book contact Elizabeth Poskitt on 

rpd@bfwg.org.uk or 
01993 811590 by 12 May 2012.

Bio-ethics Study Day
Saturday 29 September 2012

Centre for Life, Newcastle-upon-Tyne
Further details and booking form in Summer News

Scholarship Centennial Celebration
Saturday 3 November 2012 

(note change of date)
University Women's Club, 2 Audley Square,

 London W1Y 6DB
Details and booking in future editions of News

Sybil Campbell Collection
Annual Lecture

Thursday 18 October 2012
18.00 for 18.30 lecture

University Women’s Club, 2 Audley Square
London WIY 6DB 

Jane Hill
The Work of Gertrude Hermes

Visit to British Library
Thursday 18 October 2012 

Guided Tour at 14.30
Further details and booking arrangements will be 

given in future News and posted on websites.

UWE Conference and AGM 2012
Women and Sustainable Europe

7-10 June 2012
Helsinki, Finland

Hotel bookings and conference reservations
can be accessed through

www.ifuw.org/uwe


