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Two million pounds worth of scholarships for women 
in 100 years is cause for celebration by any reckoning, 
but The British Federation of Women Graduates’ 
recent Day of Celebration at the University Women’s 
Club, London, was also a showcase for what some of 
our brightest young women can aspire to and achieve 
given encouragement, inspiring role models and timely 
support. In this centennial year, a Centennial Scholarship 
of £6,000 was awarded to Lucy Thorne of Imperial 
College, London, for her research on norovirus, (un)
popularly known as the winter vomiting bug, for which 
there are currently no anti-virals or a vaccine. She hopes 
to use the award to fund a trip abroad to work with 
collaborators in America or Australia. 

The two opening 
speakers for the celebration, 
themselves inspirational role 
models, were Baroness Sandip 
Verma, former Equalities 
Spokesperson in the Upper 
House, and space scientist 
and broadcaster Dr Maggie 
Aderin-Pocock. Both spoke 
passionately on women’s 
education, Lady Verma 
pointing out that although 
education had improved 
the role of women greatly, 

there remained much to be done - witness the huge 
gap between men and women’s earnings. “We don’t 
need to be superwomen, but we do need to believe in 
ourselves,” was her final message. Self-belief - ‘follow 
your dream’– was also the motif of Dr Maggie Aderin-
Pocock’s talk ‘Reaching for the stars’, this being literally 
what she herself has done. Realising from childhood 
how much she loved science (The Clangers were an 
early influence), she never lost sight of her dream 
to become a space scientist and now devises optical 
instrumentation for space telescopes. Much of her time 
is spent in schools, enthusing young people, particularly 
girls (90% of UK engineers are male!), with the magic 
of science and engineering. Her slide show of women 
astronomers was a revelation, my favourite being the 
splendid Hypatia of Alexandria (370-415 AD): “Reserve 
your right to think, for even to think wrongly is better than 
not to think at all.”

The afternoon’s focus was on previous awardees, 
who spoke about how the scholarships had helped their 
careers. For several the awards had come at a critical 
time, allowing them perhaps to take time out and, 
above all, renewing their confidence in the validity 
of their work. Rather unfairly, I was prepared to find 
the awards biased towards the sciences and medicine, 
where immediate practical applications might be seen. 
But not at all - and all credit to the Awards Committee 
for their eclectic choice of winners. 

In an entrancing talk, Dr Ralucca Radulescu, drawn 
from her native Romania by her fascination with Thomas 
Malory and the Arthurian legends, showed how, by 
studying the worlds of the past, we could ‘look into the 
core of things’ and see how previous ages dealt with the 
problems we still face today – ‘bring back the past and 
make it relevant today’. 

Neuroscientist Dr 
Janet Bultitude then gave 
a demonstration (with 
goggles) of how perception, 
particularly in stroke patients, 
can be changed by helping the 
brain to find new connections. 
The BFWG award has helped 
her to extend this technique 
to patients suffering chronic 
pain, while Dr Deborah 
Longbottom’s work on the 
synthesis of natural products 
has equally practical applications – the relatively cheap 
production of, for instance, anti-cancer drugs. Her main 
interest now is in researching cures for motor neurone 
disease. The BFWG award had been influential, among 
other things, in her obtaining a Fulbright scholarship. 

Dr Anna Boermel’s 2004/05 grant, occurring at a 
critical time in her life, had been a profound morale-
booster and opened many opportunities, allowing her 
to visit China to study the realities of daily life there, 
particularly in old age. She was followed by Dr Shuruq 
Naguid, a 1998 award winner, who described her 
early researches in female genital mutilation leading 
to her current study of feminine Muslim psychology.
In 'The Progress of a Prisons 
Researcher’ Dr Alisa Stevens 
told of her career change from 
corporate PR to criminology 
when she discovered how 
much she loved volunteer 
work in prisons. A visit to a 
therapeutic community prison 
for very serious offenders led 
her to do her PhD there, which 
a BFWG award in her third 
year allowed her to complete. 
Her research forms the basis 
of her book ‘Offender Rehabilitation and Therapeutic 
Communities’. A further book about sex in prisons is in 
progress.

A stimulating and thought-provoking afternoon 
concluded with an entertaining talk by 1959/60 
scholarship winner Dr Jennifer Montagu, whose award was 
prelude to a long and distinguished career in art history. 

Pat Alderman, Society of Women Writers and Journalists 
SWWJ is a Corporate Member of BFWG

Dr Maggie Aderin-Pocock, MBE 
Photo : Frank Morley

Dr Janet Baltitude 
experimenting on the President 

Photo : Jasmit Phull

Dr Shuruq Naguid and Daughter 
Photo: Jasmit Phull
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FROM THE EDITOR’S DESK
Dear members, Merry Christmas!

Thank you for all your praise and suggestions after the 
last Newsletter. In this edition, we report on the important 
and exhilarating event celebrating a century of giving 
scholarships to women where some of the awardees came 
to share how BFWG scholarship helped them to go forward 
in their chosen sphere. The Bioethics Study Day was another 
successful meeting which highlighted some thought - provoking 
bioethical issues. Also, various Local Associations report on 
their meetings and activities.

We look forward to 2013 as yet another event packed 
year: several annual meetings including Executive Committee Meeting, and 
the Northern and Southern Regional Meetings in the spring (more details on 
Bulletin Board). This edition also includes important information on the AGM 
2013 at Denman College along with the list of vacancies. Information on the 
IFUW Triennial Conference in Turkey can be found on Page 4 of this edition. 

Finally, I wish you all a very happy, healthy and prosperous NEW YEAR!
Sudha Srivastava, Editor

Designed and Published by
Peter and Caroline Hammond

Lower Downgate Sunny Cornwall 
01579 370474

Next issue: Spring 2013
Copy should be sent 
by 4 March 2013, to 

Sudha Srivastava 
at editor@bfwg.org.uk 

Dispatch by: 8 April
There is no guarantee that copy received 

after the deadline will be included. 
Ideal length of copy is 200-300 words

INTERNATIONAL BIOETHICS STUDY DAY
Forty-one people attended an 

informative and stimulating day which 
was organised by the North Eastern 
Association, led by Gill Ramsey. It took 
place in the Darwin Suite of the Centre 
for Life, Newcastle upon Tyne on 29th 
September 2012. It was chaired by 
Marianne Haselgrave, President of the 
International Federation of University 
Women and Professor Cynthia Burek, Co-
ordinator of International Relations BFWG.

The morning session was led by 
Professor Mary Herbert, Professor of 
Reproductive Biology at the Newcastle 

Fertility Centre. She spoke on mitochondrial replacement therapy to prevent 
the transmission of mitochondrial disease, which causes severe health 
problems and early death to children affected by it. Her well illustrated 
presentation was an excellent example of how a complicated subject can be 
clearly presented to an audience including non-scientists.

Dr Ilke Turkmendag, Mildred Baxter post-Doctoral Fellow from the Policy, 
Ethics and Life Sciences Research Centre of Newcastle University, then led 
us in a deeper examination of the ethics, social and legal issues associated 
with these developments. She stressed the reasons why genetic linkage is so 
important to parents and the difficulties a donor child may face at school and 
the community at large.

The afternoon session was led by Professor Julian Hughes, Honorary 
Professor of the Philosophy of Ageing at the Institute for Ageing and Health 
and Consultant at the Northumbrian Healthcare NHS Foundation Trust. 
There are new attitudes towards dementia. There has been a huge spread 
of hospices offering palliative care which is person-centered and gives 
support throughout the illness. Professor Hughes examined various dilemmas 
associated with prolonging life.

Finally, he dealt with rational suicide. Should it be tolerated /aided? 
The Mental Capacity Act 2005 shows how decisions may be made for those 
who are unable to make them and protects those who have to make such 
decisions. The whole emphasis is on life-sustaining with no deliberate desire 
to bring about death. The Act reflects us as “thoughtful, judicious and 
humane human beings.”

Group discussion at the end of both sessions used case studies to ensure 
that we remained focused and relevant. The feedback yielded a plethora 
of informed points of view which, collected by Gill Ramsey, can be used by 
BFWG in the forthcoming public consultation. How Dr Hughes ended his talk 
seemed very apt “Compassion makes a good human being. It is important how 
we respond. It is a moral world. What we do and how we act matters.”

Jean Cockling, Southern Region Representative

Rory Haigh (L) Elizabeth Poskitt (R) 
presenting Eila Campbell Scholarship 

toJulia Beaumont 
Photo: Rachel Burton
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JENNIFER'S DIARY
These last weeks have been a busy time full of 

happy ‘Thank you’ occasions. One of the most delightful 
e-mails I have received recently said: ‘Re the 
Centenary Celebration Day, I have to congratulate you 
and all concerned. I didn’t expect to be so thrilled, but 
I was very warmed by the collegiate atmosphere, by all 
the presentations and by the fact that I was a member 
of all this. This is truly why we exist, and I am afraid 
that probably most LAs have lost sight of it, being 
submerged in the day-to-day social activities for which 
most members really join. I thought the day went well 
in every respect and I felt sorry for those who could not 
participate’.

As you can see from the report in this edition the 
Scholarship Centennial Celebration on 3rd November 
was a feast for the mind and the emotions. After a 
block-busting opening by Lady Verma and Maggie 
Aderin-Pocock, a networking lunchtime was followed 
by talks from seven awardees. The message given by 
all of them was how they appreciated the trust and 
confidence placed in them when they were granted 
their Scholarships by the British Federation. Some 
were winners in the fifties when we were the British 
Federation of University Women, some had grants from 
the BFWG Charitable Foundation, now known as FfWG, 
and one was so thrilled to learn that Caroline Spurgeon, 
who was the first awardee, went on to become a 
Professor of English Literature. This particular awardee 
had been given the Caroline Spurgeon Scholarship and is 
currently pursuing promotion in academia. We wish her 
every success, together with all the other delightful, 

enthusiastic, knowledgeable women 
who came — at their own expense — 
to talk to us about how the awards 
helped them. Several combine 
motherhood with their academic 
careers. Many more sent thanks and 
interesting accounts but could not be 
with us and we expect to upload these 
messages onto the website. A DVD of 
the event has been prepared which can be purchased in 
aid of the Scholarship Fund.

The other ‘Thank you’ moments were in October. 
Before the Sybil Campbell Collection Lecture we made 
a presentation to Cynthia Richmond who stepped 
down in July as Chairman for the Trustees of the Sybil 
Campbell Collection Trust. We gave her an engraved pen 
and a copy of ‘The Missing Ink’ in appreciation of her 
contribution to BFWG over many years. In particular, 
she master-minded the emergence of the SCC Trust as a 
separate body. The transfer of the Library collection to 
the University of Winchester also took place during her 
Chairmanship.

The other ‘Thank you’ was the awarding of her 
Honorary Membership certificate to a former President, 
Beryl Roper at her own home near Bristol. Vice President 
Rory Haigh and I visited her the day after the SCC 
lecture and were treated to a warm welcome and a 
lovely lunch prepared by her sister Norma. It is Norma 
who has made and embroidered the beautiful blue cloth 
that we drape on the front table at the AGM.

Jenny Morley, President

Her Career: 
Beryl was a Chester City Scholar at Royal Holloway 
College, University of London. She graduated in 1951 
with a BSc degree that included Pure and Applied 
Mathematics and Physics. She then joined the Admiralty 
as a junior scientist and was employed on analysing 
submarine activities during the 1939-45 war in what 
was then called operational research/operational 
analysis. In 1965 the three services teams were merged 
and from then on she worked for all three services 
including a spell in Northern Ireland in 1973, earning two 
promotions along the way.

In 1973 she was posted to do Personnel Management 
of scientific staff in the Ministry of Defence on the basis 
that it took scientists to cope with scientists! She was 
the first woman to do this job. In 1978 on moving to 
the Civil Service Commission, as one of two Science 
Recruitment Managers that worked across Government 
Ministries, she was the first woman to obtain one of 
these posts. She says ‘I did not have to fight to progress 
as I never felt any discrimination once women gained 
equal pay in 1956. All that was ever asked was ‘Can she 
do it?’

Her Involvement with the Federation: 
While all of this was happening, Beryl was also becoming 
involved with what was then BFUW (British Federation 
of University Women). Her mother was teaching in 
Buckinghamshire and came home one day to inform 
her that she had an invitation to a meeting of women 
graduates. Her mother was not a graduate so had 
volunteered Beryl to go instead. She went along and 
the rest is history! That evening was the start of what 
became the Chiltern Association and, as she was often in 
London, she was asked to join the Executive Committee 

as the LA representative. 
After a move in 1973 she 
joined West Surrey LA and 
was elected the Regional 
Representative.

She was elected Vice 
President of BFUW in 1976. 
In 1977 the IFUW Conference 
was held in Stirling. She also 
attended IFUW Meetings in 
Germany in1968, Japan in 1974 
and many IFUW Conferences 
since, welcoming the opportunities to travel. After 
the end of her term with BFWG in 1979, she chaired 
a Regional Committee to run the 1980 AGM at Royal 
Holloway College, of which she is an alumnus.

She became a Governor of Crosby Hall and was also 
making the first attempt to computerise BFUW records. 
Beryl was elected BFWG President in 1990, just in time 
to meet the great crisis over the future of Crosby Hall. 
This matter took much time and effort. Fortunately the 
team had wonderful backing from the great majority 
of members although they faced vociferous and 
potentially dangerous opposition from a small minority. 
Fortunately no damage was done to the compensation 
received although it came very close to doing so. From 
1993-1996 she represented BFWG on the Women’s 
National Commission, the usual thing for Immediate 
Past Presidents to do at that time. In 1997 she moved 
to Somerset since which time she has served as a parish 
councillor, as a Trustee for the local village hall and 
on a consultation group that ‘tries to stop the NHS 
local authorities from doing too many silly things’. She 
received her Honorary Membership of BFWG in 2012.

Beryl Roper presented with Hon 
Membership by Jenny and Rory 

Photo : Frank Morley

Beryl Roper: A SHORT HISTORY: ‘Making it in a Man’s World’
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 31st INTERNATIONAL FEDERATION OF UNIVERSITY WOMEN CONFERENCE 2013

Over 80 participants 
from 9 European (UWE) 
countries, including some 
husbands, attended the 
celebratory weekend in 
Vienna from Thursday 11 
– Sunday 14 October this 
year.

The Friday morning 
programme included guided 
visits to the old University 
quarter with its spectacular 
historical buildings: the 
Austrian Academy of 
Science, extravagantly 

decorated, and the baroque State Hall of the Austrian 
National Library, founded in the 17th Century by 
Emperor Charles V1, with its world-renowned Globe 
Museum.

With some free time in the afternoon we explored 
the city centre and came across one of Vienna’s most 
famous coffeehouses, the ‘Hawelka’, frequented in the 
past by famous artists and writers, where we felt we had 
to stop for a coffee and cake. 

In the evening we were addressed by the female 
President of the National Library who spoke about the 
work that had been successfully undertaken to trace 
many of the rightful owners of valuable books that 
had been stolen from their Jewish owners by the Nazis 

during their occupation of Austria before and during 
World War II. This was followed by greetings from the 
Presidents of the countries 
represented at this event, some 
musical entertainment and a 
buffet supper. 

On the following day we 
were taken by bus through 
the Vienna Woods, first to the 
monastery of Heiligenkreuz 
for a tour, followed by lunch, 
then to Mayerling, originally 
the hunting lodge where Crown 
Prince Rudolf was found shot 
in 1889, together with his 
mistress. The place now serves 
as a convent. The next stop was 
in the spa town of Baden on 
the way to our evening destination, a wine cellar in the 
village of Gumpoldskirchen, for a meal; and for those 
who had the energy, dancing to an accordion.

There was a further visit arranged for Sunday morning 
to the Museum of Modern Art but we preferred to spend 
the morning having breakfast in the sunshine at one of 
the cafes on the square facing the famous St. Stephen’s 
Cathedral, before making our way to the airport for the 
flight home. 

Sheila Youngs (CER) 
Diane Ayerst, (N London & S Herts LA)

Austrian Federation of University Women 90th Anniversary

Austrian Federation 
President Dr. Ingrid Nowotny (L) 

German Federation 
CIR Afsar Sattari (R) 
Photo : Sheila Youngs

 Sheila Youngs (R) Diane Ayerst (C) 
Ati Blom (L) (Netherlands). 

Photo : Gerda Leushuis

The next triennial international meeting is to take place from August 16-21st 2013 in Kadir Has University, Istanbul 
hosted by the Turkish Federation of University Women. 

Why would you want to go?
• Istanbul is where East meets West
• It has been the capital of the Ottoman and Byzantine empires for over 16 centuries
• It was the European capital of culture in 2010
• It forms the bridge between Europe and Asia
• It is home to 17 million people who love living there
• The venue is only 100m from a bus stop or 500m from a metro stop
• Meet new friends
• Debate topical issues
• Immerse yourself in a different culture
• Eat exotic foods
• Travel and eat on the Bosporus while raising money for the International Fellowship scheme
• Take part in the business sessions, workshops or training sessions
• Debate the resolutions
• Take part in one of the six interdisciplinary seminars on women’s role in achieving a sustainable future,  

 education, urbanisation, violence and human rights 
1. Gender equalities in education: a threat to sustainable societies? 
2. Is the provision of quality higher education for all economically sustainable?
3. The culture of violence against women as a threat to sustainability.
4. Population, sustainability and reproductive rights
5. Can we have a sustainable future without women's leadership?
6. Sustaining women's health: the right to access to good healthcare. 

• Enjoy yourself in the sun
So why not come? Further details on the web site: www.ifuw2013istanbul.org 
Consider being a delegate, bringing something for the charity stall, buying a 
raffle ticket when you are there. 
If you decide to go please notify Cynthia Burek (c.burek@bfwg.org.uk) and 
Jenny Morley (jmorley@bfwg.org.uk) so that we will know how many of us 
there are.

Professor Cynthia Burek, CIR BFWG

CIR/IFUW Council Member 2012 -2015
Cynthia Burek, c.burek@bfwg.org.uk

IFUW: 10 rue du Lac, 1207 Geneva, Switzerland 
Tel: 00 41 22-731 23 80 Fax: 00 41 22-738 04 40 

email: ifuw@ifuw.org    www ifuw.org 
Office hours: 08.30 - 16.30 

Monday to Thursday 

CER/UWE Representative 2011-2013
Sheila Youngs, BA (Hons), PGCE, MSt 

(North London and South Herts) 
email: sheilayoungs@bfwg.org.uk

INTERNATIONAL AND EUROPEAN NEWS



      BFWG News - Winter 2012 -2013  5       

MESSAGE FROM CHAIRMAN OF FUNDS FOR WOMEN GRADUATES (FfWG)
Those of you who were able to 

attend the AGM in July will know that 
I was elected by the Board of FfWG to 
succeed Professor Slater as Chairman. 
It is a daunting challenge to follow an 
energetic and hugely capable person 
like Liz, especially in such uncertain 
times, but having been a Governor for 
three years I have no excuses should I 
fail to live up to her high standards.

Few members of BFWG will know 
me; I am a Scot (but not a nationalist), 
Chemistry graduate of the University 
of St Andrews and spent almost 30 

years with the once great ICI – for 10 years as President 
of ICI Brazil. My wife Daphne (whom many will know) 
and I live in St Andrews where, amongst many charitable 
activities, I was a member of the University Court for 
11 years and have been a Director of the Association 
for International Cancer Research for almost 19 years. 
I fully intend to be present at our AGM in 2013 and look 
forward to meeting those who are able to attend.

The Board’s principal responsibility is to generate 
the highest level of income compatible with a prudent 
risk strategy over the short and longer term so that 
assistance can be given to women graduates in financial 
need. The assessment of such need is delegated by the 
Board to its Grants Committee and I would like to pay 
tribute to the largely unsung heroines who serve on this 
Committee and devote so much time and care to their 
task. Their work is made difficult by the limited amount 
of money at our disposal and the almost overwhelming 
number of applications for assistance. 

By nature a somewhat cautious person, one of my 
ongoing concerns will be to protect our capital base, 
hopefully in “real terms” (i.e. seeing it increase in line 
with inflation). It would also be encouraging were we 
able to increase this capital, and hence our income, and 
I shall be giving thought to means of achieving this.

Finally, I am happy to be able to tell you that our 
Company Secretary, Val Considine, has agreed to stay on 
for a year or two; I am personally very grateful to her 
and look forward to working closely with her.

FfWG Chairman John Matthews 

FROM THE LOCAL ASSOCIATIONS

In mid September, members of our LA forgathered 
in the Café in the Crypt, St Martin in the Fields, to 
meet up with Susan Morrison, Canadian Federation of 
University Women, on vacation from Kelowna, British 
Columbia. Margaret Roake, Independent, had suggested 
we meet at this venue as the Embroiderers’ Guild, of 
which her sister Dorothy is a member of the Harrow 
branch, had mounted 
an exhibition as 
a welcome to the 
Olympic athletes 
from branches all 
over the country. 
Dorothy and Margaret 
were involved with 
stewarding because 
they lived within 
reasonable reach 
and it seemed a nice 
topical event for our 
Canadian visitor to 
see. 

A lively exchange 
of news and views took place over lunch after which 
we viewed the fascinating exhibition of embroidered 
postcards on the theme of the Olympics. Each branch 
of the Embroiderers’ Guild had been allotted a 
participating country, whose distinctive characteristics 
were worked in a variety of mediums. Such was the 
originality of the subjects and expertise in the making 
it is to be hoped that others might be inspired to 
search out their creative talents. The day progressed to 
some London sightseeing as Susan, a keen walker, had 
expressed a wish to visit a part of the city she didn’t 
know. A docklands walk east of Tower Bridge, with bus 
rides there and back, filled in the rest of a congenial 
day spent with our delightful, albeit distant, new 
friend.

Heather Hawkes, North London & South Herts

Jean Mason (L), Margaret Roake, Susan 
Morrison and Heather Hawkes (R) 

Photo : Sheila Youngs

PERFECTING THE ART OF FRIENDSHIP

EASTERN REGIONAL MEETING 2012
Organised by the North Hertfordshire Association, 

this year’s Meeting was held in Letchworth Garden City 
on 20th October 2012. 

Hilde Betts as Regional Representative was pleased 
to see 3 Independents, a new member and a member of 
the Management Team among the 18 delegates. 

The delegates were told the good news that frugal 
spending had meant that there was no need to raise 
any regional dues. A lively discussion about a regional 
activity programme followed. Hilde pointed out that  
the Eastern Region may be small, but size need not 
mean ineffectiveness. The options considered ranged 
from exchange visits with Bulgaria or Romania to an 
electronic debate. LA programmes were exchanged 
with invitations for individuals to attend other LA’s local 
events.

Sheila Stevens, as representative of the Management 
Team, spoke of the need to plan now for the 2013 
national AGM and hoped that the Regions would be able 
to provide some helpers.

Next year’s Regional Meeting will be organised by 
the Norfolk and Norwich Association (details to be 
confirmed). The meeting ended with lunch, after which 
the majority of delegates transferred to the British 
Schools Museum in Hitchin where a private visit had been 
arranged. This museum with a rich history of the British 
education system, includes a popular Victorian lesson. 

Hilde Betts, Regional Representative and President 
of the North Hertfordshire Association

Jasmit Phull, Lady Verma and Pat Parker(Lincoln) 
pictured at Centenary Celebrations  Photo : Frank Morley
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EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING AGENDA
Saturday 9th March 2013 10.30 for 11.00 - 15.00 at BFWG Meeting Room, HQ

• Please bring a copy of this Agenda and other documents which can be downloaded from the BFWG  
 website, or contact Rory Haigh via the Office for hard copies.

• Please confirm your booking using the booking form in this edition, or email your intention to come to
 office@bfwg.org.uk by Friday 1st March. Observers are welcome but space is limited to 50 on a first come
 first served basis.
• In order to allow sufficient time to consider Final Constitutional Documents, please send all Executive
 Reports to Rory Haigh at rhaigh@bfwg.org.uk or in writing c/o Office marked for her attention by Friday 
 15th February and any brief updates by Friday 1st March. Any matters raised by LAs should also be   

 submitted by Regional Representatives by the same date.
• One of the main functions of this meeting is to receive General Resolutions and Nominations for posts for

 the 2013 AGM. Please send these to the Management Team by 31st January. (Use jmorley@bfwg.org.uk )
• £6 (cash, please) will be collected from Observers on arrival. Coffee/tea will be served on arrival and a

 glass of wine or soft drink at lunchtime. Please bring your own lunch.

1  President's Opening Remarks                                                           Jenny Morley (JMM)
2 Apologies for Absence  
3 Minutes of Executive Committee Meeting, 10 March 2012

 3.1  Accuracy        Rory Haigh (RH)
 3.2  Matters arising from the minutes not included elsewhere on this Agenda 

4 President’s report on behalf of the Management Team       
 4.1       Review of work of the Management Team, public relations   (JM) 
 4.2       Membership, Office refurbishment            (RH)
 4.3       Communications, including Website and Database                        Dr Sheila Stevens (SS)
 4.4       Programme                                                                                          Gabrielle Suff (GS)

5 Chair of Finance Committee 
 5.1       Update/comments        Margaret Tait (MT)

6     Constitutional Documents-Final Agreement                      Nest Overend (NO), 
           Jean McDonald (JMcD) 

7      Scholarship Fund Charity administered by BFWG                         
 7.1  Update/comments from the Trustees                                               Dr Elizabeth Poskitt (EP)
            7.2  Financial update                                                                       Margaret Gotheridge (MG)
            7.3  Academic Awards                                                                    Dr Alexandra Blakemore (AB)

8      Sybil Campbell Collection Trustees’ Report                                                       Sue Ouvry (SO)
9      FfWG (BFWG Charitable Foundation)

 9.1     Update/comments to written report from Trustees                         John Matthews (JM) 
 9.2     Nominations for Governors

10 Regional Representatives’ Reports                                      Regional Representatives 
11 BFWG International Relations 

 11.1     CIR/IFUW Council Member                                        Professor Cynthia Burek (CB) 
 11.2     CER/UWE Representative                                    Sheila Youngs (SY)

12 BFWG News                                                        Sudha Srivastava
13 Other Reports – update/comments  
14 AGM 2013 etc

 14.1      Update on arrangements                            GS/Christel Moor (CM)
 14.2      Domestic Resolutions
 14.3      General Resolutions
 14.4      Nominations received
 14.5      AGM 2014                                              GS

15 Correspondence (not included elsewhere on the Agenda)
16 Any other Business (if time permits) 
17 Date of next meeting

'A CENTURY OF GIVING’ Booklet and DVD

BFWG is affiliated to the International Federation of University Women (IFUW) and University Women of Europe (UWE)

‘A Century of Giving’ by Susan Miles tells the story of the BFWG Academic Awards from the first one given to 
Caroline Spurgeon to the present day. The booklet concentrates on some of the early recipients with fascinating 
small biographies of some. There are details of benefactors after whom scholarships are named and explanations 
for changes over the years. This is highly recommended as a fascinating part of BFWG’s history. Cost £2.50 (payable 
to BFWG Scholarship Fund) to include postage from Christel Moor, 39 Nackington Road, Canterbury, Kent CT1 3NP.

The DVD of the Celebration is now on sale at £6.50 + £1.50 p& p. (Apply to office@bfwg.org.uk). If ordering the 
booklet at the same time the cost is £10 with no extra postage cost.
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SYBIL CAMPBELL COLLECTION ANNUAL LECTURE 2012 
The Work of Gertrude Hermes 

Jane Hill, art historian and author 
of “The Sculpture of Gertrude 
Hermes”, gave the 2012 Sybil 
Campbell annual lecture at the 
University Women’s Club in London 
on 20th October. She spoke with 
authority and insight about the 
life and work of Gertrude Hermes 
(1901-1983).

Gertrude Hermes had a rural 
upbringing that led to her love of 
nature. Between 1921 and 1925 
she attended Leon Underwood’s 
School of Art in London, where she 
trained as a painter and sculptor. 
Her contemporaries included Blair 
Hughes-Stanton, whom she married 
in 1926. During their brief marriage, 
Gertrude and her husband worked 
together in wood engraving, earning 
money from book illustrations and 
becoming the leading lights in the 
wood engraving revival. In 1930, she 
designed fittings for the Shakespeare 
Memorial Theatre, which led to 
further commissions for decorative 
additions to buildings. In 1931, 

she received her first commission 
for a portrait bust. She became 
an acclaimed portrait sculptor 
and sculpture, particularly wood 
carvings, became central to her art. 

In the late 1930s, her sculptures 
were shown at International 
Exhibitions and World Fairs. She 
spent the war years in Canada, 
working as a draughtsman. On 
her return, she made colour lino 
cuts and became an expert. Major 
retrospectives of her work were 
held at the Whitechapel Art Gallery 
in 1967 and the Royal Academy in 
1981. In later years, she taught at 
several art colleges. She became 
a RA in 1971 and was awarded the 
OBE in 1981 for her services to art.

She could move between 
different art forms with equal 
facility. Her art was influenced by 
Underwood, Moore, Brancusi and 
Gaudier-Brzeska and the work of 
Japanese artists and African wood 
carvings. Her typically stylised 

work, which at times bordered on 
abstraction, was often developed 
from animal forms and reflected her 
inner feelings.

Susan Butterfield, Trustee S C C T 
(Winchester)

 Dr A Blakemore, Chair Academic Awards Committee 
(R) President (L) presenting Centenary Scholarship 

to Lucy Thorne  Photo : Rory Haigh

THE BRITISH LIBRARY VISIT
The British Library holds one of the most prestigious collections in 

the world of books, documents, patents, stamps, maps, works of art, 
photographs, music scores and recordings. It also houses the “King’s 
Library”, which is a collection of books belonging to George III, which form 
a sort of huge central pillar inside the building with walls of glass.

Although, I was not overly impressed by the exterior of the building and 
found the vast expanse of new red brick rather overwhelming, but I loved 
the interior. It is light and spacious and one has the impression that no 
expense has been spared. 

The architect is late Sir Colin St John Wilson. The building is one of the 
biggest public buildings erected in Britain during the twentieth century. It 
was opened in 1997, but our guide told us that its gestation period had been 
thirty years! They used ten million bricks and 50,000 Welsh slates to build 
it. There are nine floors above ground level and five below. The basements 
contain about 13.5 million books, 300,000 manuscripts, 60 million patents 
and 8 million stamps on 200 miles of shelves.

Our guide told us that the Library is obliged to hold a copy of every single thing that is published, from 
encyclopaedias to pamphlets. Anyone over eighteen can register for a “reader’s pass”, so long as they can supply 
proof of identity and address. There are separate reading rooms for humanities, sciences, maps, social sciences, 
manuscripts, African and Asian studies, music and rare books.

At the end of our tour we were encouraged to peruse the “Treasures” which are on public display in a separate 
gallery. They include originals of the illuminated Lindisfarne Gospels, Magna Carta, the Gutenberg Bible and Leonardo 
de Vinci’s notebooks. I am very grateful to Susan Miles for arranging the tour and I felt that it was worth much more 
than the £10 which it cost.

Ursula Soedring (Winchester)

 Some of the BFWG members visiting the 
British Library     Photo : Rory Haigh

Norfolk & Norwich member, Anne Carter, signing copies of her book, "Bewitched by Burma", 
which tells a vivid and often humorous tale of the challenges of life in Burma faced by early 
Anglican missionaries. It spans 50 years from the days of the British Raj to the granting of 
independence in 1948. Anne spent her early childhood in Burma where her father was a 
missionary and translated the Bible into Burmese. She gives key insights into the country's 
politics and history, interspersed with her own memories and illustrated by many photographs 
and letters home.

Joan Wheatley, President Norfolk & Norwich Association
Photo : Anne Carter

BEWITCHED BY BURMA
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++BFWG BULLETIN BOARD++BFWG BULLETIN BOARD++

Executive Committee Meeting
Saturday 9th March 2013, 10.30 for 

11.00-15.00 
at BFWG Meeting Room, HQ

For Agenda please see Page 6 of this 
issue of News

£6 (cash, please) will be collected from 
Observers on arrival

For booking details please see 
booking forms

Up-dated version of the Directory of Leaders
is NOW available

on the Members Only part of the website: 
www.bfwg.org.uk.

BFWG News is printed on  
FSC (Forest Stewardship Council) 

certified paper

SYBIL CAMPBELL COLLECTION
ANNUAL SEMINAR

PROFESSOR FELIX DRIVER
The Life and Work of Ivy Davidson

Wednesday 15th May 2013
University of Winchester

18.00 – 19.30
Further details will be posted on

www.sybilcampbellcollection.org.uk

Sybil Campbell Collection AGM
15th May 2013 at: 

The Quaker Meeting House, Winchester
More details in Spring News 

and on the website 

WESTMINSTER SEMINAR
Sponsored by Baroness Randerson

‘A Woman’s Right to Know’
Date: Thursday 17th October 2013 
Seminar 14.00 – 16.00 Committee 

Room 4A House of Lords
Cost £35 Seminar and Tea 
Includes a £20 seated Tea 
in the Cholmondeley Room 

(Minimum number 50) 
£15  Seminar only         

Speakers: tbc
Organiser: Gabrielle Suff 

gsuff@bfwg.org.uk 
Tel. 01792 208979

Information on how to book, details 
of the programme and suggestions 

of places to visit will be published in 
Spring NEWS

Northern Region Meeting
Saturday March 23rd 2013 

Newsome Road South Methodist Church
11.00 am - 4.00 pm

Registration/Coffee 10.15 am -11.00 am
Cost of the Day: £20 (includes lunch)

Further details from Mrs. Monica Dodds 
Tel. 01484 422750 

e mail: office@bfwg.org.uk
For booking details please see booking forms

Spring Regional Meetings

Southern Region Meeting/AGM
Saturday 23rd March 2013

Cantley Lodge, Wellington Road,
Wokingham, RG40 2AN

0118 9775886
Registration/Coffee 10.30 am -11.00 am
The cost of £30 includes morning tea or 

coffee, a two course lunch with a glass of wine.
Please send the completed form with a 
cheque for £30 made payable to RAWG 

to Anne Harrison, 2 Murdoch Road, 
Wokingham, RG40 2DA to arrive by 

Friday 1st March 2013. Receipts will be 
sent by email unless a SAE is enclosed. 
Any queries to Anne at 0118 978 5520 

e mail: office@bfwg.org.uk
For booking details please see booking forms

CORRECTION FROM AUTUMN NEWS 2012
Prof. Cynthia Burek is not retired as Professor of 
Geo-Conservation but merely reduced her hours.
Jasmit Kaur-Phull served as VP for 4 years not 3

European Relations Day
 Saturday 20 April 2013 

University Women’s Club
‘Academic Freedom and 

Language Skills’ 
Speakers to include

Anne Lonsdale, CBE European Humanities 
University and CARA

Dr Gillian Hilton, former Head of Education 
Dept. Middlesex University

Further details on the website 
www.bfwg.org.uk, 

from sheilayoungs@bfwg.org.uk 
Booking slip in Spring News


