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Westminster Seminar 2014: A Woman’s Right to Education

E

qual access to education for women and girls is
generally perceived as a big success story, but, as the
two speakers at this year’s Westminster Seminar reminded us,
there is still much to be done in certain areas.

L-R: Ruth Spellman OBE, BFWG President Dr Gloria Banner, Juliet
Lyon CBE and Susan Miles, Photo: Sudha Srivastava

Support for women in prison remains an urgent need,
said Juliet Lyon CBE, Director of the Prison Reform Trust,
with commonsense action now required rather than more
research. She believed the female prison population could
be halved and reoffending considerably reduced by setting up
more specialist women’s centres, where women are treated
as adults and helped and encouraged to regain their lives.
Education on its own, however, was not enough: more
intervention at every level - childcare, housing, mental health
- was also required. Illuminating statistics about the female
prison population (almost half had tried to commit suicide,
61 per cent of girls under 18 had been in care) and their
often ‘dreadful’ backgrounds had made reducing women’s

prison
sentences
a top priority for
her, and provided
the audience with
much
food
for
thought.
Ruth Spellman
OBE
and
Chief
Executive
WEA,
then spoke about
the
transforming
power of education,
the means by which
Ruth Spellman (R) speaking on power of
the
profoundly
education and Baroness Shephard (L),
life-shaping
and
Photo: Sudha Srivastava
labelling effect of
being born into a ‘vicious’ rather than a ‘virtuous’ circle could
be mitigated. The WEA, she said, engaged with women by
helping them discover what they really wanted to do with
their lives, helping them become ‘the person they were
always meant to be’. There were many splendid women role
models to relate to - Michelle Obama for one. To paraphrase
Christine Lagarde, if sixty million women worldwide could
achieve their full potential, how different things could be!
Following questions, sponsor Baroness Shephard said
she had enjoyed the afternoon richly. We had heard about
the pathways that could lead to better lives for women and
the duty was on us, lucky enough to be given a pathway, to
continue our involvement.
Chaired by BFWG President Dr Gloria Banner, the Seminar
was organised by Vice President Gabrielle Suff, who thanked
Baroness Shephard for her sponsorship and ‘two excellent and
positive speakers’.
This year’s tea was held in the smaller Attlee Room,
so fewer places, but no change in the friendly, vibrant
atmosphere – or the delicious spread!
Patricia Alderman, Society of Women Writers & Journalists

‘Strictly Democracy’ Competition

T

he morning of Tuesday 18th November 2014 saw an
event new to BFWG. As part of the Parliament Week,
BFWG sponsored ‘Strictly Democracy’; a competition to find
a speaker whose presentation best showed how their work
was contributing to democracy. It was run along the lines
of ‘Strictly Come Dancing’, with a panel of five judges, but
the audience also had a vote. Each judge made comments
after each presentation and awarded marks out of ten. The
audience then voted and enjoyed a light lunch while their
votes were being counted.
Continued on Page 2
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D

ear Members, greetings!

As Nathaniel Hawthorne rightly
said, “Time flies over us and leaves a shadow
behind”. As I write, 2014 is winding down a time of reflection on the successes and
challenges of the past year and our hopes for
the ensuing twelve months. I am hopeful that
2015 will come with rich potential of shared
optimism for all of us to contribute to the
better future for women.
It was good to see some of you at the
Westminster Seminar and Strictly Democracy
event (picture gallery and video on the BFWG
Photo: Rupam Srivastava
website), two successful National events
which we report in this issue. Also reported are several meetings including news
from LAs. Please see Executive Committee Agenda on page 6 of this News. AGM
2015 registration and other details can be found in the middle pages of this News.
We look forward to the Executive Committee Meeting in March followed by Spring
Regional AGMs and the Research Presentations Day. Please see details on bulletin
page of this News. There is a European Day planned in April (further details will be
available on the BFWG website). BFWG needs you, so please see the vacancies list
and come forward for a role you find suitable and would like to contibute your skills
to the Federation.
The London branch of BFWG is going to be called the Greater London Association
(GLA) and elected its first President Professor Alex Blakemore. Committee members
include Aisha Alshawaf, Sudha Srivastava, Kathy Banner and Alex Blakemore. Further
developments are in progress to organise our first talk/meeting in January 2015.
Details will be available on the BFWG website.
Thank you for your lovely contributions for News. Please see details for the next
issue on the left of this page.
I wish you all a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year 2015!
Sudha Srivastava, Editor

Continued from Page 1
We were welcomed to the venue, the HQ of the Rotary Club in London, near Regents
Park, and part of a John Nash terrace, by Eve Conway, Governor of London District
of Rotary International. In control of proceedings, and keeping strict time, was Gwen
Rhys, CEO of Women in the City, who introduced each of the speakers, all of whom
were inspiring in different ways. They were: Lottie Birdsall-Strong, a PhD student,
who spoke about her research into the participation of women and girls in sports and
PE in secondary schools; Madeleine Harris Smith from Alcohol Health Alliance, who
spoke about her campaigning and advocacy work on the harm done by alcohol; Dr
Lucy Thorne, who spoke about her work
on the Norovirus bug and using that
as a springboard to encourage more
women into science; Alison Baum, CEO
of Best Beginnings, who spoke about
her organisation’s work in supporting
young mothers during pregnancy and
the first few years of their child’s life,
in order to promote better life chances
for their children; and Benita Matofska,
Founder of Compare and Share, who
spoke about her work in encouraging a
more equitable sharing of the world’s
resources.
Eve Conway (L) and Gwen Rhys (standing)
The task of the judges was
Photo: Sudha Srivastava
unenviable. All of them: Eve Conway of
Rotary International; Ruth Spellman, OBE, Chief Executive of the Workers Educational
Association; Gwenda Nicholas, President of the National Council of Women; Gloria
Banner, President of BFWG; and Jenny Morley, Past President of BFWG, provided
encouraging feedback on the strengths and weaknesses of the presentations. The
audience had an equally difficult task, and like all the best competition stories, the
voting ended with a tie-break between Alison Baum and Lucy Thorne, with the final
winner being Alison Baum, as decided by the judges.
The event was an excellent showcase for the type of work that BFWG can
support. We heard inspiring presentations by inspiring women, and a number of those
attending the event, which was not just restricted to BFWG members, took away
membership forms!
Gill Ramsay, North Eastern

BFWG News - Winter 2014/15

President’s Diary

D

ear Members,

As I write this letter BFWG and our affiliates are
hives of activity. We would like to include all members in
developments. We are currently discussing how best to utilise
the Winifred Potter Legacy. The only stipulation is: it is to
be used for the greatest good of BFWG. Can we ask you to
submit your views to us, please, as to how you feel we ought
to dispense this very generous gift? A significant move forward
on another front is that Rory Haigh’s dream of the rebirth of
a London Group is beginning to take shape.
Our new London Association has had its first committee
meeting on 3rd November when we were delighted to welcome
Professor Alex Blakemore as our first President of the group.
Heather Hawkes returned from the UWE AGM in Bucharest
(attended by six BFWG members) with a message from the
Irish President Dr Marion Gibson that she would like to be in
touch with us. FfWG has launched a clear and informative new
website - please take time, if you can, to have a look and see
what you think. Amidst all these new initiatives it is important
to remember our forebears who inspired us and achieved so
much. Two of our Worcester members are investigating the
profiles of our predecessors. We look forward to them sharing
these with us in the New Year 2015 in News and also on the
website.
Many thanks go to two Local Associations in particular in
this letter: Liverpool and Norfolk & Norwich who extended
a very warm welcome to two members of the Management
Team recently. Susan Miles and Aisha Alshawaf reported
on how interesting and worthwhile these visits turned out
to be. Liverpool’s Travel Bursary is well established and I
understand, from my visit to Liverpool last year that there
is a willingness to share the means of setting up such a
project with any other local organisation which would like
to do something similar. Why not try it! Norfolk and Norwich
posed many pertinent questions about financial matters such
as the precise distribution of our membership dues and the
sources of Scholarship Funding, whilst also expressing a wish
to meet up with more representatives of BFWG and affiliates.
We welcome such invitations that clearly constitute in many

cases the inspiration for
development and further
action.
New
initiatives
are often generated
from such encounters.
Similarly,
Management
Team attendance at
conferences is yielding
intriguing possibilities.
The BAME (Black, Asian
and Minority Ethnic)
conference
about
women’s
enterprise
Photo: Sudha Srivastava
that was organised by
Barclays Bank and took place in Birmingham in October
revealed another different perspective - the importance of
the contribution of women’s enterprise to the economy. The
report submitted by Gabrielle Suff in this News is indicative
that the role of women’s enterprise is one where we need
to raise awareness and the idea of having this topic for our
Westminster Seminar next year is currently under discussion.
The New Year 2015 is almost upon us. Plans for our AGM
in Birmingham are well underway. We, at the Sutton Coldfield
Local Association, look forward to welcoming you to our
great city with its plethora of attractions not to mention the
leafy environs of our conference venue at Hornton Grange,
Birmingham Conference Park. I would like to thank Christel
Moor at this point for her meticulous planning of the budget
again for this event. Prior to the AGM, European Day is planned
in April, the excellent Research Presentations Day is in May
and then we hope to celebrate Beijing+20 at Headquarters
in June (tbc). In conclusion, thank you to those who are
pulling together with us to improve recruiting, generate
ideas to move forward and progress. To quote from an earlier
President’s letter: Women’s Rights are Human Rights. I await
further interaction.
Gloria Banner, President

Worcestershire Association visited Dijon in September

T

Each day took us to further
interesting places, many of which
were new to the Dijon members
as well. Their President, Claude
Lebrun, is to be congratulated on
her painstaking research which
meant that everything ran smoothly
and there was documentation to
support all our activities – and not
only who was having dinner with
whom each evening but also that
the non-French speakers could
speak to their hostesses!

he Worcestershire Association
has had links with the Dijon
Association of the AFFDU (Association
Francaise des Femmes Diplomées des
Universités) for several years, and this
year it was our turn to visit them. Five
members arrived by train on Thursday
25th and launched straight into a very
packed programme of receptions, visits
and dinner parties. Those of us who had
been before were happy to meet old
friends and all of us were made very
welcome and almost overwhelmed by
the generous hospitality.
Our first excursion was to the town
of Gray, a port on the Saône, where we
visited an exhibition by the impressionist
painter Henri le Sidaner and then the
Library of Archives, specially built in the
early 19th century to house books and
documents which had been removed
from several convents in the area after
the Revolution. A later walk around the
town revealed interesting old houses
from the 16th and 17th centuries and Vivien Greenow, Clare Dickson, Denise Mylechreest and
even a distillery adapted as a modern Anne-Marie Robinson with Dijon members in front of the
holiday gîte!
Palais des Ducs, Photo: Vivien Greenow

The countryside was looking
glorious at this time of the year in
the golden days of autumn, and we
enjoyed our drives through the hills
and vineyards of Burgundy.
We found that Dijon Association
shares with us concerns about
falling numbers, and the viability
of such an organisation in the
present day. But if this depends on
perfecting the art of friendship, it
is still in very good heart!
Vivien Greenow, Worcestershire
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INTERNATIONAL AND EUROPEAN NEWS
UWE Conference and AGM: Bucharest, Romania 4th – 7th September 2014

T

he Conference took place in the New
National Library at the invitation
of AFU (Asociatia Nationala a Femeilor
cu diploma Universitara) Romania and
opened with a welcome by AFU President,
Alexandrina Niculescu and UWE President,
Edith Lommerse. The theme was ‘Quality
Education for All in Europe’ its purpose being
to create a ‘UWE vision of the demands for
high quality education in the 21st century’
and ‘to enlarge knowledge of the legal,
political and administrative procedures of the
European Union and the Council of Europe’.
The first speaker was Monica Macovei,
MEP, whose determination to work against
corruption in politics and education was
impressive. The Council of Europe was
represented by Ana Gorey on the importance
of wide-ranging language skills and national
cultural influences in the European school
system and Christoph Spreng who spoke on
effective communication in civil society.
Aurora Martin explored the impact on children’s education
of mothers seeking work abroad which could lead to
unsatisfactory educational attainment.
On Saturday, Catherine Bell, IFUW President, spoke on
IFUW’s advocacy role to the UN and encouragement of new
membership by raising its profile across the generations.
Several workshops exploring aspects of the UWE Action Plan
followed i.e. Implementation of the Istanbul Convention 2013;
Women in decision-making and as entrepreneurs; Gendersensitive parliaments; Co-operation and communication;
Recruitment. The day ended with a guided coach tour of
Bucharest and a Festive Romanian Dinner.
IFUW: 10 rue du Lac, 1207 Geneva, Switzerland
Tel: 00 41 22-731 23 80 Fax: 00 41 22-738 04 40
www.ifuw.org, Email: ifuw@ifuw.org
Office hours: 08:30 - 16:30 Monday to Thursday

UWE Conference Farewell
Photo: Romanian Association of University Women

Next day, CER (Convenor of European Relations) Reports
preceded the AGM during which Isabelle Trimaille from
France and Elena Flavia Castagnino Berlinghieri from Italy
were elected Vice-Presidents on the retirement of Marie-Jose
Jonczy and Vera-John Mikolejewski. It was agreed that, owing
to some anomalies, the budget should be re-drafted within
the next three months. It was agreed that each Federation
should pay the sum of €0.46 per person in dues to UWE i.e.
the budget for 2015 divided by total number of members.
Heather Hawkes, CER
CER/UWE Representative 2013-2016
Heather Hawkes, BEd (North London and South Herts)

hhawkes@bfwg.org.uk

CIR/IFUW Council Member 2012 -2015

Cynthia Burek, c.burek@bfwg.org.uk

IFUW is going through with the changes all round and one of its proposal is to change the name IFUW to Graduate Women
International (GWI). There is an open discussion. Please express your opinion via ‘connections’ or writing to IFUW Board.

BFWG Signs MoU with University of
Winchester

Dr Gloria Banner, BFWG President (L) and Professor Joy
Carter, Vice-Chancellor of the University of Winchester (R),
sign a Memorandum of Understanding (Photo: Sheila Stevens)
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Visit to Dickens Museum
48 Doughty Street is the beautifully restored Dickens
Museum where ten members spent a most absorbing two
hours. This was Dickens’s Georgian townhouse, where he
entertained so many famous literary and artistic friends
and where he wrote several of his most successful novels
including Oliver Twist and Nicholas Nickleby. By the time
he purchased this house, he had written The Pickwick
Papers and had achieved great recognition and acclaim. In
short, he was the ‘Pop star of the day’.
This was the house where he spent, it is said, his
happiest years with his wife Catherine Hogarth, but it
was also where his sister-in-law Mary died suddenly and
tragically. Two of his ten children were born here and there
is much evidence of a happy home where there was much
entertainment. The Museum now houses the National
Dickens Library, a first point of call for Dickens researchers.
Of interest to at least one visitor was that Dickens was a
fearsome campaigner for copyright legislation and worked
tirelessly for the rights of writers and artists in England
and the United States, no doubt also remembering extreme
poverty in his own childhood.
Catherine F. Pinion, Independent

6-O Group, Round Table and Government Equalities Office (GEO) Meeting

B

FWG hosted the regular 6-O September meeting
at Mandeville Courtyard. Gloria Banner chaired a
very harmonious gathering at which all six members were
represented. The purpose of these meetings is to share
information and best practice and identify common issues for
joint actions. In view of the ongoing preparations by HMG
and NGOs for the UN Commission on the Status of Women59
(CSW59) Meeting in New York next March, it was decided to
send a joint lobbying letter to the GEO and to the Minister for
Women, Nicky Morgan, who is also now Secretary of State for
Education, a rather appropriate combination of portfolios. We
are urging HMG to lobby for a free-standing goal on gender,
and mainstreaming gender in all goals to enshrine gender
equality in the Sustainable Development Goals after 2015.
At the annual Round Table for 6-O members with the
Minister for Women, we were represented by Jenny Morley.
Jenny introduced the priorities for our organisation by
majoring on our AGM Resolutions and the impressive amount
of £36,000 awarded in scholarships this year. When asked
how 6-O members were working together, Jenny was able
to mention the joint lobbying letter on the Sustainable
Development Goals which was a BFWG initiative and agreed
by the other 6-O members. Priority for the UK Government
should be to support the demand for a free standing Goal
on Gender and to mainstream gender equality in all Goals,
particularly in the Education and Health Goals.
Ahead of CSW59 the government is anxious to hear the
views of women, men and civil society on the progress that

BFWG Media Training Day

O

n Saturday 8th November about twenty members were
joined by Gwenda Nicholas, President of National
Council of Women, at the BFWG Headquarters for a day of
Media Training given by Lalita Taylor and Caragh Salisbury of
Southwick Media.
Lalita told us that in order to gain publicity for BFWG we
must make use of all the available media, i.e. print, TV, radio,
online social media platforms like Facebook, Twitter, YouTube,
Google+ and world wide web in general. We were encouraged
to get our personal Facebook and Twitter accounts and Local
Associations to get a Gmail address, so they could use Google
Docs for sharing documents or working collaboratively on a
document.
Caragh demonstrated the use of Twitter and showed us how
to make a Tweet and to use the Twitter handles of other users
in our message so that it gets propagated to a wider audience.
A Twitter handle is the user name of another Twitter user. She
also showed us how to use hash (#) tags as another method
of spreading a message. A hashtag is a way of searching for
tweets that have a common topic. She also showed us how
to make posts on a Facebook account and find out how many
people liked it.
Lalita said that it was useful to study the articles which
our local papers usually published so that any reports or press
releases we submitted fitted their style. When writing a press
release there are five things we should include: who, what,
why, where and when. Also, when speaking to a journalist
we should have these pieces of information at the ready. She
provided us with a list of local media contacts and encouraged
us to make contact with a named local journalist. The media
pack which Lalita supplied contains a template for, and an
example of, a press release.
If you were unable to be with us but would like an electronic
copy of the pack, please email office@bfwg.org.uk.
Sheila Stevens, VP

6-O Meeting at HQ, Photo: Gabrielle Suff

has been made in the implementation of the Millennium
Development Goals and the priorities for the future. To
that end, a Government Survey has been launched and 6-O
members agreed to put it on their websites urging their
members to respond. The GEO are also holding Roadshows
in all major cities in England and Wales to receive feedback
on Beijing+20. A timetable of the planned Roadshows is being
published.
Gabrielle Suff, VP

Black and Minority Ethnic (BAME)
Women’s Enterprise Summit

B

FWG was invited to this very informative one day
conference in Birmingham which was arranged by the
GEO in collaboration with the Women’s Business Council
(WBC), hosted by Barclays Bank and efficiently chaired by
Baroness Verma, no stranger to BFWG and herself an Indian
business woman.
The aim of the WBC (an independent working group) is to
maximise women’s contributions to future economic growth
and to support women’s enterprise in the middle phase of
their working life when they may have to look for alternative
ways of earning money due to family commitments but still
wish to use their creativity and business acumen. The target
audience was BAME women who were already running their
own businesses or came for start-up advice or to find out about
funding. A range of statistics revealed that the UK already has
900,000 women-led enterprises and better use of women’s
talents in the workplace could add £21bn per annum in growth
to the economy. If women were setting up and running their
own businesses at the same rate as men, the UK could have an
extra one million entrepreneurs adding approximately £42bn to
the economy. The discussion groups focused on the additional
reasons as to why BAME women are not starting their own
business. Despite some successful local enterprise networks
and cooperatives the same problems facing women emerged:
how to overcome barriers; lack of confidence; developing
understanding and access to finance. Was it relevant to us?
Reaching out to groups of younger women irrespective of
their ethnic background has become a priority for us and the
absence of a significant number of business women amongst
our members is a concern we ought to address.
A future Westminster Seminar could well be the right
forum to discuss it.
Gabrielle Suff, VP

Knowledge Gateway for Women’s Economic Empowerment: UN Women publish a monthly Knowledge
Gateway Newsletter. BFWG members are urged to subscribe by contacting: knowledge.gateway@unwomen.org.
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Executive Committee Meeting Agenda

Independent
members

I

ndependent members form
an increasing proportion of
the membership of BFWG and
some have expressed concern
about their representation
within the Federation. The
Articles and By-laws treat
them in much the same way
as a Local Association. Article
4.2 regarding delegates to the
Council (AGM) states: Delegates
shall be elected according to
procedures chosen by the Local
Associations or, in the case of
the Independent members, by
the Independent members.
By-law
4.1
says:
Local
Associations may appoint one
delegate per 20 members….
The same principle shall apply
to Independent members. Bylaw 4.5 states: The names and
addresses of delegates should
be notified to the BFWG office
by each LA or directly by
Independent Members…
Hitherto
this
process
has been administered by
the Management Team, in
the absence of any other
arrangement, but I should like
to encourage discussion within
the whole Federation, not just
amongst Independents, as to
how it could be done better.
I will not pre-empt debate by
making any suggestions, but
should be glad to hear from
any member who has ideas as
to how Independent members
can play a full part in the
Federation.
Susan Miles, VP

‘Suffragette’
presence at Westminster
Seminar 2014

Saturday 14th March 2015, 10:30 for 11:00 - 15:00
at BFWG Meeting Room, HQ

• Please bring this Agenda and the reports, downloaded from the BFWG website, or via the
Office for hard copies.
• Please confirm your booking using the booking form in this edition, or email your intention to
come to office@bfwg.org.uk by Friday 6th March. Observers are welcome but space is limited
to 50 on a first come first served basis.
• Please send all Executive Reports to Gloria Banner at gbanner@bfwg.org.uk or in writing c/o
Office marked for her attention by Friday 20th February and any brief updates by Friday
6th March. Any matters raised by LAs should also be submitted by Regional Representatives
by the same date.
• One of the main functions of this meeting is to receive General Resolutions and Nominations
for posts for the 2015 AGM. Please send these to the Management Team (using the email
gbanner@bfwg.org.uk) by 28th February.
• £6 (cash, please) will be collected from Observers on arrival. Coffee/tea will be served on
arrival and a glass of wine or soft drink at lunchtime. Please bring your own lunch.
1

President’s Opening Remarks

2

Apologies for Absence

3

Minutes of Executive Committee Meeting, 15th March 2014

4

5

3.1

Accuracy

3.2

Matters arising from the minutes not included
elsewhere on this Agenda

7

4.1

Review of work of the Management Team

4.2

Membership

4.3

Communications, including Website and Database

4.4

Programme and Public Relations

4.5

Archives and future developments

(Independent)
Photo: Sudha Srivastava

6

Gabrielle Suff (GS)
Susan Miles (SM)

Update/comments

Jennie Landsberg (JL)

6.1

Update/comments from the Trustees

6.2

Appointment of new Trustees

6.3

Financial update

Margaret Gotheridge (MG)

6.4

Academic Awards

Dr Stephanie Spencer (SMS)

Sybil Campbell Collection Trustees’ Report

Dr Elizabeth Poskitt (EP)
EP

Sue Ouvry (SO)

Nomination for Trustees

FfWG (BFWG Charitable Foundation)
Update/comments to written report from Trustees

9

Regional Representatives’ Reports

10

BFWG International Relations
10.1

CIR/IFUW Council Member

10.2

CER/UWE Representative

11

BFWG News

12

Other Reports – Update/comments
12.1

Marion Maule

Dr Sheila Stevens (SS)

Scholarship Fund Charity administered by BFWG

8.1

13

GB
Aisha Alshawaf (AA)

Chair of Finance Committee

7.1
8

Susan Miles (SM)

President’s report on behalf of the Management Team

5.1
6

Dr Gloria Banner (GB)

6-O; GEO; CSW

John Matthews (JM)
Regional Representatives
Professor Cynthia Burek (CB)
Heather Hawkes (HH)
Sudha Srivastava
GS

AGM 2015
13.1

Update on arrangements

13.2

Domestic Resolutions

13.3

General Resolutions

13.4

Nominations received

13.5

AGM 2016

14

Correspondence (not included elsewhere on the Agenda)

15

Any other Business (if time permits)

16

Date of next meeting
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GB/Christel Moor (CM)

CM

In Memoriam: BFWG Paying Tribute to...
Mary Chettoe: A Personal Appreciation

M

ary Chettoe, who died on 21 October 2014 at the age of
92, had been a member of the Federation for more than
forty years, having completed a BEd degree at the University
of Leeds in 1970. Initially active
in the Leeds Association, serving
two terms as its President, and
later at the regional level, she
took on the role of National VicePresident from 1986-1989 with
responsibility for promotions and
events in London. An inveterate
traveller, Mary was no stranger
to IFUW meetings as well as
regional and national AGMs,
making friends wherever she
went, with the support in the
Photo: Gillian Roche
background of her husband Dick,
who died in December last year. It was Mary who persuaded me
to join the Federation.
st

Mary was a doughty lady and seemed never to be happier
than when she was championing some cause or other, whether
osteoporosis, BFWG, the Women’s Institutes – of which she was
an equally long-standing member - or the University of Leeds
alumni activities. Her’s was the firm voice of reason but she
pressed her case with charm and good humour. She was very
good company and was always concerned about others.
On the day of her funeral, the flag on the University’s
Parkinson Building was flown at half mast, as a mark of respect
for her long-standing membership of the Standing Committee of
Convocation and as a member of the University Court: surely a
fitting tribute to her energy and commitment.
Gillian Roche, Leeds Association

Mary Jennifer Kearsley, 1931-2013

M

ary Kearsley went up to Somerville in 1948 with a
scholarship in Physics. Her doctoral research, under
the atomic physicist Maurice Pryce, was on energy levels in the
nucleus of Lead-206. She was awarded the BFUW Ida Smedley
Maclean Junior British Scholarship for 1955/56, and finding
postdoctoral opportunities for women scarce in Oxford,
she took up a post of Assistant Lecturer at the University of
Manchester in 1956. This was a brief sojourn, two years later
she returned to Oxford as tutor of Mathematics at St Anne’s
College where she was to remain until her retirement in 1998.
The great achievement of Mary Kearsley was the
establishment of a continuous community of mathematicians
at St Anne’s, a task in which she worked closely with Nancy
Trenaman, Principal 1966-1984 whom some BFWG members
will remember as a member of the Academic Awards
Committee. An only child, who lost both parents in early
adulthood, Dr Kearsley won many prizes, but devoted herself
to teaching and to her college. Which is not to say that she
did not have broader interests: she travelled widely and was
an accomplished linguist translating scientific works from
Russian and also having a deep interest in Japanese culture
and language.
St Anne’s has awarded the Kearsley Prize for Applied
Mathematics for the last fifteen years. Following a substantial
legacy from Dr Kearsley’s estate, in 2014 the first BFWG Mary
Kearsley Scholarship has been awarded. It is pleasing to see
the name of a distinguished former scholarship winner thus
perpetuated.
Susan Miles with thanks to St Anne’s College, particularly
to Dr Graham Nelson, for permission to use material from his
obituary of Dr Kearsley.
The new Director of CERN (European Council for Nuclear
Research) is a woman- Italian Physicist Fabiola Gianetti

Professor Elizabeth (Liz) Slater 1946-2014

L

iz Slater, who died in September, was member and Chair
of the Grants Committee of FfWG (Funds for Women
Graduates: the BFWG Charitable Foundation) then Chairman of
the FfWG Governors. In these roles, her academic experience
was invaluable in developing the objective assessment of grant
applications and adjudicating the grant giving processes with
great skill and wisdom. As Chair of the Governors, she was
equally enthusiastic and efficient with considerable personal
understanding of the stockmarket
which she attributed to being
involved with a substantial family
trust over the years. Under her
chairmanship,
FfWG
placed
immediate management of its
considerable assets in the hands of
fund managers – a streamlining move
giving the Governors opportunity to
look more broadly at the work of the
Charity. Under her chairmanship,
FfWG created an ‘Honours Board’ of
awardees following on from Daphne
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Matthews’ work finding out the
progress of past grant holders.
In her professional life Liz studied Physics, Chemistry and
Metallurgy at Cambridge but it was in Archaeological Metallurgy
that she gained a PhD and then took up a post with the newly
created Department of Archaeology at Glasgow. From there she
moved to be Professor of Archaeology in Liverpool in 1990, a
position from which she retired in 2008. She was only the second
Professor of Archaeology in Liverpool, the previous incumbent
having reigned from 1907 to 1941. This gap between professors
suggests rightly that the Department had had a period ‘in the
Doldrums’ from which Liz’s efforts to build a team and a profile
led to the Department’s impressive standing today both within
the University and in the wider world.
Liz was a very private person but one who had great
commitment and determination to move forward, wasting no
time with those ready to point out potential hindrances. Her
energy and enthusiasm were not for her own promotion but for
her subject, her Department, her colleagues and particularly
her students. To those seeing her at Governors’ meetings in
recent years, she always seemed just back from research in a
foreign part, usually the Middle East and Asia, which broke up
in revolt immediately she left. Coincidences such happenings
must be but they reflect Liz’s courage and focused commitment
regardless of potential difficulties or danger – virtues which
have so often characterised BFWG’s memorable members.
Elizabeth Poskitt, Liverpool

Archives Update

T

he exhibition space at the Women’s Library is not yet
complete but should be ready by the end of the year.
I will then look again at the possibility of arranging a visit to
see the BFUW archives.
However, the good news is that the Women’s Library is
now able to take additions, so I shall discuss with them what
we might send from Mandeville Courtyard. In this regard,
I would repeat my request in the Spring/Summer News for
volunteers to help with the sorting of this material.
The bad news is that I have been unable to prepare
guidelines for Local Associations regarding how they should
deal with their archives. Experts tell me that there is no
nationwide procedure; members should approach their
local archive office for advice. It is crucial that archives are
deposited with a proper archive office that can ensure free
access to the archives, rather than, say, a university. If you
have difficulties, contact me, and I will try to help.
Susan Miles, VP
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Bulletin Board
Huddersfield Association of Women
Graduates (HAWG) celebrate their
90th Anniversary

SPRING REGIONAL MEETINGS
Mercia and Wales Region AGM
Saturday 21st March 2015

10:30 – 15:30
Wales Millennium Centre, Cardiff Bay
£25 to include guided tour of the Centre and lunch
Further details on the BFWG Website

Or contact Gabrielle Suff Tel: 01792208979;
Email: gsuff@bfwg.org.uk

Eastern Region AGM
Saturday 21st March 2015

On the occasion of the 90th Anniversary celebration hosted
by HAWG President Dr Jane Carter (M), BFWG Northern
Region Representative Elizabeth Pritchard (L) presented a
certificate to Eileen Twigg (R) in recognition of her 50-year
membership of BFWG (Photo: Huddersfield Examiner)

ADVANCE NOTICE: BEIJING+20

Celebrating 20 years of the Platform for Action
and the UN CSW 1995 - 2015
Saturday 6th June 2015 (tbc) at HQ,
Speakers: tbc
Details in Spring/Summer 2015 News and BFWG website

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING

Saturday 14th March 2015, 10:30 for 11:00 - 15:00
at BFWG Meeting Room, HQ
For Agenda, please see Page 6 of this News
£6 (cash) will be collected from Observers on arrival

For booking details, please see booking forms

European Relations Day

(3 minutes walk from station and ample car parking space)

Cost £25 including two-course lunch (drinks extra)
SUSAN COHEN
Transnational humanitarianism: The work of the BFUW
refugee committee in the Second World War

For Booking Form and Agenda, see the BFWG website
or contact Heather Hawkes: hhawkes@bfwg.org.uk

Southern Region AGM

Winchester, Reading and Canterbury
Saturday 25th April 2015
10:00 - 16:00
Holiday Inn, Winchester
Telegraph Way, Morn Hill,
Winchester SO21 1HZ
Cost: £30 to include coffee on arrival, a 2-course lunch,
and an afternoon tea/coffee break.

Saturday 18th April 2015

Speaker to be confirmed

BFWG HQ, 10:30 for 11:00

Cheques in advance please, made payable to: BFWG
Winchester Association and send to: Mrs Kathy Spikes,
93 Alresford Road, Winchester SO23 0JZ, Tel: 01962853065

Gender Issues within the European Union
Cost £10 including lunch
Contact Heather Hawkes: hhawkes@bfwg.org.uk

For booking details, please see booking forms

Research Presentations Day 2015
Saturday 16th May at BFWG HQ

10:30 for 11:00 start. Finish usually 15:30 – 16:00
This is the day when members and non-members can meet
and network with young academics as well as enjoy a day of
stimulating talks and discussions. It is BFWG’s opportunity
to demonstrate in person our support for young women
academics. If you are a postgraduate student with work
to present or anyone just thinking of coming as audience,
look at BFWG webpages from mid-January to find out about
abstract submission and details of the event.
Lunch will be provided.
The event is free to all bonafide students (UG and PG) and
£10 charge for members and guests.
If you have never been to one of our RPDs, make 2015 the
year you come!
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10:30 – 15:00
The Old Manor, Wyllyotts Place, Darkes Lane,
Potters Bar, EN6 2JD
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Northern Region AGM
Saturday 28th March 2015

Venue: Castle Grove Masonic Hall,
Leeds LS6 4BP
10:30 - 16:00

Cost: £22.50

Speaker: Professor Anna Lawson,
School of Law, University of Leeds

Please send your cheque made out to: BFWG (Leeds
Association) by Saturday 7th March 2015 and send
to: Norah Gibson, 265 Broad Lane, Leeds LS13 2EY
Tel: 01132570966 Email: office@bfwg.org.uk
BFWG News is printed on
FSC (Forest Stewardship Council)
certified paper

BRITISH FEDERATION OF WOMEN GRADUATES
Booking Forms: Winter News 2014-15

BFWG European Relations Day

Executive Committee Meeting

Saturday 18 April 2015

Saturday 14th March 2015

BFWG HQ, 10:30 for 11:00

10:30 for 11:00
BFWG Office

th

Gender Issues within the European Union

£6 (cash) will be collected from Observers on arrival

Cost £10 including lunch

Reply by post to the office or
Email: office@bfwg.org.uk by 1st March 2015

Contact Heather Hawkes: hhawkes@bfwg.org.uk

Reply by post to the office or Email: office@bfwg.org.uk
by 6th April 2015

Name: ................................................
........................................................

Name: ........................................................

Email: ................................................

Email: ........................................................

Tel: .....................Mobile: ....................

Tel: ..........................Mobile: ........................

Address: .............................................

Address: .....................................................

........................................................

.................................................................

........................................................

Postcode: ....................................................

Postcode: ...........................................



LA/Indep/Corp: ....................................



LA/Indep/Corp: ............................................

News from FfWG Grant Recipient
A recent message from Lucy King in Kenya says “I will
never forget that essential funding that you trusted me with
so early on in my PhD which made all the difference to
kick-starting my important project that is now making such
an impact on the elephant conservation world”. Lucy was
working on her Oxford University supervised DPhil when she
was awarded a grant by FfWG in 2010 to assist her research
into the use of honey bees as a natural deterrent for cropraiding African elephants having proven that elephants are
afraid of honey bees and that by erecting beehive fences
around areas where elephants were not welcomed it was
possible to keep them out.
In most areas the concept of ‘Beehive Fences’ is easily
adopted, as beekeeping is an age-old activity in which
the majority of African communities already participate.
Traditional communities commonly harvest wild honey from
wild hives and enjoy honey as a natural food source and
sweetener. Although modern box hives and beekeeping
are often new to the farmers, they adapt quickly to the
skills needed to look after the hives and to harvest honey
efficiently for their own use and as a source of income.
Later in 2011, Dr Lucy King was awarded the UNEP/
CMS Thesis Award from the United Nations Environment
Programme’s Convention on the Conservation of Migratory
Species; BBC News reported this under the headline
‘Elephant and Bee Researcher nets green prize’. However,
it was Lucy’s award last year of the St Andrew’s Prize for the
Environment for the research project she now leads in Kenya
that drew our attention to the outstanding scientist she has
become. The FfWG Governors wrote to Lucy, congratulating

Lucy King with Elephants. Lucy King’s “research underlines how
working with, rather than against, nature can provide humanity with
many of the solutions to the challenges countries and communities
face,” said Achim Steiner, Executive Director of the UN Environment
Programme (UNEP) – November 2011

her on the award and received by return a warm letter of
acknowledgement, saying how important the FfWG grant
had been to her.
We have continued to keep in contact with Lucy and
are delighted to hear that her project has expanded and
Beehive Fences have been erected at trial sites not only
around Kenya but also in Tanzania, Mozambique, Uganda,
Botswana, India and Sri Lanka.
Lucy is now a leader in her field and we are delighted
to know that a grant from FfWG has played a part in her
success.
Anna Frost, FfWG Governor

