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Westminster Seminar 2015: A Woman’s Right to Entrepreneurship

T

he BFWG President introduced Baroness Garden
of Frognal, the sponsor of the seminar and tea
at the House of Lords. A Liberal Democrat peer, she has
a wide knowledge of business skills through her role as a
spokesperson.

questions and comments took up all these themes but went
on to emphasise the need for more domestic and childcare
facilities, financial assistance for families, tax incentives
and support from partners.
One of the speakers had remarked that the Westminster
seminar celebrating women was being held on International
Men’s Day. As the BFWG President Gloria Banner shrewdly
observed we nevertheless have to bring the men with us as
we seek support for women.

Gwen Rhys (standing) Photo: Sudha Srivastava

The two speakers were Gwen Rhys, the CEO of Women
in the City and Sonia Brown MBE, Director of the Black
Women’s Network. Both have built up business careers with
a high profile in public life. They are influential and active
in championing diversity. Each has nurturing and networking
skills. They used their particular employment histories to
indicate the obstacles and show how success in the business
world and business creation can be achieved and opened up
to more women.
Gwen Rhys can speak with knowledge of both the
corporate world and running her own business. She decided
against university, opting instead for a business course and
secretarial qualification. Her wish to support women led her
into Enterprise for Women and networking. She accepted
that she had been fortunate in being able to shape her own
career and it was clear from her approach that she rated
highly the energy and determination needed to push barriers.
Sonia Brown, a grammar school pupil, daughter of
immigrant Jamaican parents, set off for design school and
the fashion industry but it was not for her. She took up the
personal challenge to make a difference and nourished
the desire for women to have more, including their own,
businesses. She has a commitment to the economic
empowerment of women and to assisting women to replace
their hesitations with aspirations.
From different backgrounds and from different directions
they saw their roles as enabling women to build up their life
skills through training and mentoring. From the floor, the
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Many thanks were expressed to all those who had
participated in a stimulating discussion and particularly to
Baroness Garden for her sponsorship.
Elsie Gilliland, Manchester

L-R: Baroness Garden of Frognal, Sonia Brown MBE and Gwen
Rhys enjoying the afternoon tea in the Attlee Room where
the friendship and networking were deliciously spread with
scrumptious scones and cakes (Photo: Sudha Srivastava)
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It is now possible to make donations to the Scholarship
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D

ear Members, Merry Christmas!
The purpose of the News is to keep
you well informed and this edition is full
of evidence of members having fun and
participating enthusiastically. We had yet
another inspirational Westminster Seminar
on the success and opportunities for women
in businesses and enjoyed the friendly
atmosphere over the afternoon tea in the
Attlee Room. Thanks to the members who
contributed articles about the day at a short
notice. I was overwhelmed by the friendly
conversation and encouraging comments from
the members regarding the ‘News’ work (‘...you are doing a great job!’). These
words are ‘invaluable’. The Greater London Association held stimulating talks and
presentations. (See some glimpses in the article below)
Winchester LA is graciously hosting the UWE Conference in June (see details
on the BFWG website and bulletin page of this News). The GWI (Graduate Women
International) Triennial Conference is being held in the beautiful city of Cape Town
in August 2016. Early bird registration is now open and more information can be
found at www.gwiconference.org.
The BFWG AGM and Conference will again be held at Denman. I was not able to
attend on the previous occasion so I value another opportunity to visit the place
as many of you. Please see registration details and programme on pages i, ii, iii.
We look forward to seeing you at the Executive Committee Meeting in March and
the Research Presentations Day in May. Spring Regional Meetings give opportunity
to involve more members and to meet and get to know the activities of local
associations. Members are encouraged to attend as far as possible.
Vacancies (see page iv) are awaiting you to fill and contribute with your unique
way of steering the Federation as well as sharing experience with our future
generations.
Season’s greetings to all of you. Enjoy the festivities with abundance of
friendship, fun and embrace a happy, healthy and safe New Year 2016!
Sudha Srivastava, Editor

Greater London Association of Women Graduates (GLAWG)
LAWG is evolving with more and more interesting events/talks from wellG
established women in their field. Watch out for details of future events on
the BFWG website and in reminder emails.

On 21st September 2015 at the Soroptimist Club, we heard Barbara St-Claire
Ostwald (BFWG Member and a culturenomics consultant) on ‘The Perception
Reality Divide’. Barbara discussed, using the viewpoint of her own practice in
cross-cultural coaching, how we see things. She made her points with interesting
examples from recent government initiatives and the next generation of global
executives even beyond Generation Y or the Millennials, known as Generation
Alpha.
On the eve of the Westminster Seminar, 18th November 2015 again at the
Soroptimist Club, we were privileged to hear Dr Elizabeth Poskitt (BFWG
member, past President of BFWG and IFUW/GWI and paediatrician) speak on the
‘Nutrition Research: Home and Abroad’. She described some of her experiences
working on nutritional matters in UK, Uganda (1968-71) and The Gambia 1993-98.
Nutritional problems and the interest they arouse seem episodic and somewhat
cyclical. Her years in Uganda were at a time when the interaction of nutrition and
infection was becoming better understood with infection leading to malnutrition
and malnutrition reducing the resistance to infection. She explained how the
importance of vitamin D for bone health in the young and vitamin K preventing
bleeding in the newborn have varied over the years as infant feeding practices
have changed. In The Gambia, the season of birth (feast or famine) affects
birthweight significantly and may be a marker for increased risk of early mortality
as an adult. Nutrition issues in the UK with which Elizabeth was involved include
infant feeding, nutrition in the premature infant, the weaning process, the role
of micronutrients in children’s health and childhood obesity. She ran an obesity
clinic for children once a week in Birmingham and later in Liverpool for 22 years.
To her, management is as much about developing an active organised life style
as it is about devising diets and exercise programmes. Concerns about childhood
obesity in the UK and the EU were raised during question time.
For next year’s events details, please see the bulletin page of this News.
Do not forget to join us on 4th June 2016 at the University Women’s Club (More
details in booking form).
Sudha Srivastava, Secretary GLAWG
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President’s Letter

D

ear Members,
The Times they are a-changin’ - come gather round
people, Wherever you roam and admit that the waters
around you have grown… (Bob Dylan 1964).
Extensive change is very prevalent currently in GWI,
UWE and BFWG. We need to respond mindfully, without
judgement, not believing things are right or wrong but rather
experience the present moment warts and all. I believe we
have to respond wisely rather than on automatic pilot and
embrace these new initiatives.
What elements do we detect in these new developments?
As a result of recent experiences from my attendance at the
UWE Conference/AGM in Utrecht at the end of August and
the Irish Annual Conference from 16th-18th October in Dublin,
I perceive the emergence of specific core factors for moving
forward:
1. the strong wish to collaborate to an extent hitherto
unknown. There is strength in numbers.
2. the need to adopt, in general, a more transactional
business-like
approach
e.g.
Danièle
Castle,
Executive Director of GWI, urges us to state clearly
in our recruitment strategies what precisely potential
members are getting for their membership fee
3. the necessity of a positive and active response to a
wish to network. In speaking with BFWG scholarship
winners and RPD day participants, this was priority
for so many of these young women embarking on their
careers.
In planning our programmes, it is important that we
are aware of these wishes in our membership and that we
utilise current business strategies and technology to achieve
our aims. Only by attending to these matters can we hope
to build the core mission of the Federation – to improve
the lives of women and girls and respond productively to
members’ own individual needs.
So what are the constituent parties in our membership
doing at this moment in time to further our cause?
• GWI is seeking to extend its influence in the 32nd Triennial
Conference in Cape Town in 2016 by inviting both
international members and, also, other stakeholders
such as Ministers of Education, Trustees of Secondary
Schools and representatives of organisations such as

UNESCO/UNICEF/
UNHCR.
Dr
Ida
Mulenga, President
SAAWG
(South
African Association
of Women Graduates)
states: it is an
occasion to exchange
ideas, create new
plans, build new
relationships
and
refresh
knowledge
bases.
• UWE took practical
training steps to
initiate
European
members to understand and apply networking amongst
member states. Edith Lommerse, President of UWE, is
collaborating with our Winchester LA with the purpose
of holding a Conference/AGM June 24th-26th 2016
entitled Aspiration, Advancement and Achievement
• BFWG Management Team/GLAWG is planning an early
career researcher network event in February 2016
together with Imperial College and the University of
Cranfield.
At the Triennial Conference at Stanford University in
California in 1992, attended by delegates from forty-seven
different countries, Edith Fieldsend reported: it seems we
saw the development of a trend which has been emerging
recently. This is the acknowledgement by women that we
have qualities which are on the whole peculiar to women
– not least their creativity. The Americans dared to use the
patchwork quilt as their conference motto as a symbolic
bonding together of women. In 2015, we have the potential
to bond in a more concrete way. These specific qualities
of women need to be employed in decision making bodies
throughout the world if we are to improve the societies in
which we find ourselves.
Actively growing friendships nationally and internationally
amongst members and colleagues is a vital and essential
activity if we are to grow and succeed in our mission.
Good Luck to all!

Sybil Campbell Collection Annual Lecture

Cynthia went on to discuss the life and work of nine other
pioneer geologists, many Cambridge-based, academics
engaged also in philanthropic work, especially in wartime. These early geologists were known to and supportive
of each other when female academics were few. Trinity
College, Dublin first recognised women’s degrees in 1904.
As a result, many of them became ‘Steamboat Women’,
travelling to Dublin for recognition of their academic
status. Not until 1919 did the Geological Society open its
doors to women.
Another remarkable geologist came from Scotland,
Maria Ogilvie Gordon (1864 -1939). In London, she gained a
BSc followed by PhD in Munich for work in the Alps. Maria’s
language skills made her a valued translator during the
1914-18 war. Afterwards, she was active in the League
of Nations and made CBE in 1935. Widowed in 1922, she
moved to London and became a powerful member of BFUW,
NCW and ICW, another contemporary of Sybil Campbell!
It has become a custom to present BFWG scholarship
awards at this lecture. Six of this year’s winners were
welcomed that evening. To hear the exploits of so many
distinguished forebears must surely have inspired these
young scholars to join this wonderful Federation. Thank
you, Cynthia. Geologists are many-faceted crystals!
Margaret Roake, Independent

embers and friends gathered at the University
M
Women’s Club after the Westminster Seminar for
the annual Sybil Campbell Collection lecture. This tradition
began at Crosby Hall, continued through the years at Great
James Street and now Professor Stephanie Spencer at the
University of Winchester arranges the occasion. Among
our guests this year, it was a pleasure to welcome Sybil
Campbell’s descendants (second cousin), Robin and his wife
Jill Campbell Byatt, whose research on Sybil’s remarkable
life is soon to be published. They live in Sybil’s house in
Scotland.
This year’s lecture by Professor Cynthia Burek used
details of early members of the Federation, now accessible
in the Sybil Campbell Collection. As a geologist, Cynthia
explored the life and work of her forebears in the field.
The first, her special favourite, was Professor Catherine
Raisin 1855-1945. A keen collector of petrology samples, a
popular teacher, known to her students at Bedford as ‘The
Sultana’, Catherine abhorred tobacco, leaving in her will
an endowment for a non-smoking post-graduate student.
A founder member of the London Association from 1912,
Catherine, together with Sybil Campbell, helped promote
the establishment of Crosby Hall.

Gloria Banner, President
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INTERNATIONAL AND EUROPEAN NEWS
UWE Conference and AGM: Utrecht, Netherlands 27th-30th August 2015

UWE
Conference
(Photo:
Irish
Federation
of
University
Women)

even members of BFWG, including President Gloria
S
Banner, travelled to Utrecht in the Netherlands for
this year’s Conference and AGM. It was held in a very
pleasant hotel in parkland setting on the outer edge of the
city. The main theme of the conference was ‘Networking’.
This theme was explored through lectures, seminars,
workshops and social events. It became apparent that
‘Networking’, which some considered a frivolous activity,
was more integral to career progression and success than
at first imagined. The speakers and workshop leaders all
presented different aspects of networking and made us
much more aware of our fellow delegates, their talents
and attitudes.

the dancing they inspired. We even got quite expert at
negotiating the local transport system - some more than
others. Personally, I shall never forget the huge number
of bicycles, their priority over other means of transport
and the ingenious means of parking and storing them.
Just keep eyes in the back of your head - they are VERY
silent with no bells!

BFWG members at the Conference (Photo: Roxana Petrescu)

River/Canal trip (Photo: VVAO)

The social events, whether listening to an outdoor
concert, floating down the canals and river Vaal or
dining in a variety of venues trying local beers, wine
and cuisine, enabled maximum mixing of the nations.
Finally, who could forget the music issuing from a variety
of mechanical musical instruments, or barrel organs, and
GWI (IFUW): 10 rue du Lac, 1207 Geneva, Switzerland
Tel: 00 41 22-731 23 80 Fax: 00 41 22-738 04 40
www.graduatewomen.org, Email: gwi@graduatewomen.org
Office hours: 08:30 - 17:30 Monday to Friday
CER/UWE Representative 2013-2016
Heather Hawkes, BEd (North London and South Herts)

hhawkes@bfwg.org.uk

CIR/GWI Council Member 2015-2018

Cynthia Burek, c.burek@bfwg.org.uk
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Following a rousing report on the current and future
development of IFUW (now GWI) by Danièle Castle,
Executive Director of GWI, there was a short debate on
the future of UWE and its constitution.
Reports from officers and NFAs were followed by
the Proposed Action Plan for 2015-2017 to be worked
on by a small group of members. Elections having been
held for President, Secretary General and Treasurer, it
was announced that Edith Lommerse (Netherlands) was
elected President for a second term, Roxana Petrescu
(Romania) elected Secretary General and Elina Glenday
(Finland) elected Treasurer. The Jans Gremme award was
given to Raija Sollamo, Honorary Professor of Biblical
Languages, for her leading role in the ‘Domestic Violence
Met by Educated Women’ project. (Conference workshop
reports are available on the BFWG website)
Sue Ouvry, Alternate CER

Graduate Women International (GWI)
32nd Triennial Conference
Cape Town, South Africa 24th – 26th August 2016

‘At the Crossroads of Education, Gender
and Human Rights’

Early bird registration is now open
Conference website: www.gwiconference.org

Beijing+20: A Celebration of the Platform for Action

O

n Saturday 10th October, BFWG Members and guests
met to mark the twentieth anniversary of the
Fourth World Conference on Women held in Beijing in
1995 and Platform for Action. As an agenda for women’s
empowerment, it seeks to promote and protect the full
enjoyment of all human rights and fundamental freedoms
of all women throughout their lifecycles. After coffee,
Gabrielle Suff (who had co-ordinated the day) welcomed
everyone with opening remarks. The Chair of Finance, Jennie
Landsberg, introduced the first speaker, Dr Elizabeth Poskitt,
currently Mayor of Woodstock and a retired paediatrician
involved with the European Obesity Group and well known
to all members as Chair of the BFWG Scholarship Trustees.
As a former National
and
International
President,
Elizabeth
is well acquainted
with ‘The Road to
Beijing’ and treated
us to an informative
time-line,
stretching
from the 1975 UN
World Conference on
Women in Mexico with
six hundred attendees
through
1980
in
Copenhagen with eight
thousand present, 1985
Elizabeth Poskitt
in Nairobi with fifteen
(Photo:
Sudha Srivastava)
thousand culminating in
Beijing with thirty thousand. The Committee on the Status
of Women (CSW) was established in 1946, twelve women’s
NGOs, including our own umbrella IFUW (now GWI) achieved
consultancy status with ECOSOC in 1947 and the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights, published in 1948, included
the phrase ‘all rights and freedoms to be equally enjoyed
by women and men without discrimination’. It was not until
1963 that the draft on ‘Convention on the Elimination of
all forms of Discrimination Against Women’ (CEDAW) was
published and it was only ratified and adopted in 1979.
Elizabeth noted that in the early meetings violence had
not been mentioned. Then, with the women’s movement
becoming more widely international, the problem of
violence against women was acknowledged. After the UN
Decade for Women (1976-85) the strength of the African
women became evident at the Nairobi Conference on
Women in 1985. By 1995, ‘the girl child’ was included along
with women in documents. In the Rio 1992 Environment
Summit, women took an equal part as partners involved in
Environmental Sustainability. Elizabeth also amused us with
photos of the ‘relaxed chaos’ and ‘festival atmosphere’ in

Beijing in spite of rain and wind battering the gazebos and
the tented compounds where the meeting took place.
Vice-President Patrice Wellesley-Cole next introduced
Marianne Haslegrave, currently a Director of COMMAT
(Commonwealth Medical Trust) and known to members as
a former National and International President. She spoke
on ‘20 Years after Beijing - What next?’ reviewing the five
year assessments that had taken place during the 2000s.
There had been fewer big conferences than in the 1990s and
she detected regression in the status of women since 2000.
The Millennium Development Goals on Gender were heavy
volume documents with much verbiage but were not helpful
in real terms. She mentioned the recent UN Commitment
to Action Declaration ‘Planet 50-50 by 2030’ which seems
to ‘step it up’ for gender equality in the Sustainable
Development Goals but deplored the invisibility of the UK
at this event, in spite of David Cameron having chaired the
preparatory committees. She suggested we write to our MPs
about the low profile of the UK in matters relating to gender
equality.
The second part of Marianne’s talk after lunch concerned
‘UK Government Successes and Failures at the UN CSW59 in
March 2015’. She was substituting for Helene Reardon-Bond,
Head of Policy and Inclusion at GEO (Government Equalities
Office which replaced the Women’s National Commission).
She welcomed the appointment of Michelle Bachelet as the
first Executive Director of UN Women which has equivalent
status to UNFPA (UN Population Fund) and UNICEF so taking
women’s issues to a higher level than before. However,
there was concern that major progress was halted due to
the division over reproductive rights. Consequently ‘Agreed
Conclusions’ after this year’s CSW 59 (UN Commission on
the Status of Women 59th meeting), were not adopted by
member states. Previously, these had always been signed.
Finally, Dr Kay Richmond from Soroptimist International,
and Chair of their UKPAC (UK Programme Action Committee),
gave an excellent presentation on ‘The Beijing Platform for
Action - How relevant is it to the UK?’. Our President, Dr
Gloria Banner, has excellently summarised Kay’s main points
in the October Newsletter she sent via e-mail, accentuating
the regrettable absence of women in senior positions despite
the fact that girls do better than boys at school. With
only 25 per cent of women MPs are we even represented
democratically? The Platform for Action is highly relevant
to the UK it would seem! Kay very kindly made her statistics
available to us and these are available on the website.
President Dr Gloria Banner finished by thanking the
speakers for the thought provoking addresses we had heard
and seen.
Jenny Morley, Independent

Dr Jane Mellanby

‘Sex differences in undergraduates’ academic response to the Oxford teaching environment’

O

n 22nd October, Dr Jane Mellanby met a group
of Winchester Women Graduates together with
some of the academic staff at Winchester University for
a presentation on sex differences in the Oxford teaching
environment and the prediction for a first-class degree.
Dr Mellanby is an Emeritus Fellow of St. Hilda’s College.
In 1970, she set up a Neurochemistry unit in the new
Experimental Psychology building in Oxford. Her own work
involved the investigation of physiological and behavioural
changes in an experimental model of temporal lobe epilepsy.
In the 1990s, acting as a governor of a local comprehensive
school stimulated her interest in education and she moved
her research to working on factors that affect academic
achievement in secondary school children and university
students.
Another area of work is investigating reasons for the

academic underperformance of female undergraduates
in comparison with their male counterparts, particularly
with respect to obtaining first class degrees. She has
been investigating reasons for this discrepancy and she
proposes that an important factor is that women’s academic
self-concept is more adversely affected by the Oxford
environment.
Dr Mellanby presented her detailed statistical findings
using two studies undertaken since 1996. These suggest that
males expect to do better and therefore usually do better.
However, females had high anxiety plus better research skills
and this could predict first-class degrees. The measurement
of IQ was found inadequate at predicting a first-class degree
but it seems that the emotional state of students shows
differences in expectations and outcomes.
Christine Smith, Winchester
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Executive Committee Meeting Agenda

18th November
Morning Visits
Benjamin Franklin’s
House
36 Craven Street

T

he tour around the
house is described as
‘The Historical Experience’
and more interestingly as
‘theatre in a museum’.
Benjamin Franklin, a Founding
Father of the United States,
lodged there for sixteen years
while a colonial agent.
The story of that London
period is acted out in each of
the rooms as if on a stage. It
is narrated by the landlady’s
daughter; there are people
and scenes visually projected
on to the walls and the
voices and sounds of the time
are heard. A replica glass
armonica is on display.
Elsie Gilliland,
Manchester

British Library West Africa: Word,
Symbol, Song
Exhibition

A

very worth visiting
and most educative
exhibition, celebrating the
cultural dynamics of west
Africa, from the early Middle
Ages, through Colonialism and
Independence right up to the
writers and artists working in
the present day.
The whole exhibition is
colourful and lively with a
room dedicated to the Music
of Fela Kuti, others to striking
carnival costumes, letters,
texts and accounts of the lives
of several famous 18th century
British and African writers: the
whole exhibition is an insight
into the most exquisitely
beautiful and intellectually
ambitious cultures the world
has known. It has been like a
breath of fresh air I carried
under my umbrella to the
House of Lords.
Anne-Marie Robinson,
Worcester LA
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Saturday 12th March 2016, 10:30 for 11:00 - 15:00
at BFWG HQ Meeting Room
• Please bring this Agenda and the reports, downloaded from the BFWG website, or
via the Office for hard copies.
• Please confirm your booking using the booking form in this edition, or email your
intention to come to office@bfwg.org.uk by Friday 4th March. Observers are
welcome but space is limited to 50 on a first-come first-served basis.
• Please send all Executive Reports to Gloria Banner at gbanner@bfwg.org.uk or
in writing c/o Office marked for her attention by Friday 19th February and
any brief updates by Friday 4th March. Any matters raised by LAs should also be
submitted by Regional Representatives by the same date.
• One of the main functions of this meeting is to receive General Resolutions and
Nominations for posts for the 2016 AGM. Please send these to the Management
Team (using the email gbanner@bfwg.org.uk) by 29th February.
• £6 (cash, please) will be collected from Observers on arrival. Coffee/tea will be
served on arrival and a glass of wine or soft drink at lunchtime. Please bring your
own lunch.
1

President’s Opening Remarks

2

Apologies for Absence

3

Minutes of Executive Committee Meeting, 14th March
2015

4

5

3.1

Accuracy

3.2

Matters arising from the minutes not included
elsewhere on this Agenda

4.1

Review of work of the Management Team

4.2

Membership

4.3

Programme and Public Relations

4.4

Archives, Resolutions and Administration

4.5

GEO; CSW; 6-0

GB
Aisha Alshawaf (AA)
Monica Dodds (MD)
SM
Patrice Wellesley-Cole (PWC)

Chair of Finance Committee
Update/comments

Jennie Landsberg (JL)

Scholarship Fund Charity administered by BFWG
6.1

Update/comments from the Trustees

6.2

Financial update

Margaret Gotheridge (MG)

6.3

Academic Awards

Dr Stephanie Spencer (SMS)

7

Sybil Campbell Collection Trustees’ Report

8

FfWG (BFWG Charitable Foundation)
8.1

Update/comments to written report from Trustees

9

Regional Representatives’ Reports

10

BFWG International Relations
10.1

CIR/IFUW Council Member

10.2

CER/UWE Representative

11

BFWG News

12

Other Reports – Update/comments
12.1

13

Susan Miles (SM)

President’s report on behalf of the Management Team

5.1
6

Dr Gloria Banner (GB)

Website/Communications

Gill Ramsay (GR)

Sue Ouvry (SO)
James Beardmore (JB)
Regional Representatives
Professor Cynthia Burek (CB)
Heather Hawkes (HH)
Sudha Srivastava (SS)
Veronica Cubitt-Caddy (VCC)

AGM 2016
13.1

Update on arrangements

13.2

Domestic Resolutions

13.3

General Resolutions

13.4

Nominations received

13.5

AGM 2017

14

Correspondence (not included elsewhere on the Agenda)

15

Any other Business (if time permits)

16

Date of next meeting
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Christel Moor (CM)

CM

The Irish Federation of University Women Annual Conference 16th-18th October 2015
‘Women Inspiring Women across the Generations’

his was an inspiring Conference in so many ways.
T
Located in Dublin, which was celebrating a weekend
of ‘Open Dublin’ and with the Irish Rugby Union Football

team playing a critical match, there was a level of
excitement not solely due to Women Graduates!
With an interactive workshop session of ‘Who do you
think you are’ even before the official opening, the mood
was set. Many of us had met previously and the friendly
exchanges flowed naturally into the informal evening
buffet.
The serious work began on Saturday. The Executive
Director of Graduate Women International (GWI: formerly
IFUW) Danièle Castle provided a challenging update of
changes happening and projected, in GWI. Moving on from
the past, with a Manifesto of Education for All, there is
strong emphasis on pilot schemes in Uganda, Ghana, Kenya
and Rwanda for Rural Futures.
This will come within CHARGE (Collaboration for
Harnessing Ambition and Resources for Girls Education)
working in collaboration with other universities throughout
the world. (Do look on the GWI website for details of these
programmes)
Within Europe, plans include a Ready to Work programme,
as well as the continuation of the well established Bina
Roy and Hegg Hoffet schemes. GWI fellowships too will
continue.
The account was well presented but did leave some
unanswered questions as to how these plans can be actioned.
However, with strategic goals as far ahead as 2030, there is
work to be done from the focal areas of Paris and Geneva.
‘If I knew then what I know now’ was the amusing title for
the Panel discussion and Forum. The speakers included a
fashion editor who had changed careers, Irish politicians
and a representative from academia. Intriguingly, each
person highlighted the strong influence of their mothers

Canterbury and District Association

The Committee past and present (L-R): Lisa Laws, Christel
Moor (President), Kate Amos, Rosemary Barford, Jennie
Landsberg, Barbara Jackson, Sigi Martin, Linda Burton, Janet
Bentley. (Christiane Crabtree is also on the Committee)
Photo: Aisha Alshawaf

O

ne of the founder members of the Canterbury and
District Association, Megan Lowe, reached her 100th
birthday in November and several members were able to join
in her celebrations. A former teacher and England cricketer,
she still keeps an eye on BFWG activities through News.
Canterbury and District Association have special events
to raise money for our charitable giving. The summer lunch,
held in the lovingly prepared garden of Barbara and Graham
Jackson, was blessed with sunshine and raised money

through their professional lives i.e. from a generation with
far fewer opportunities to realise their potential or dreams.
The speakers provided a fascinating and personal selection
of occasions and people past and present.
Following an afternoon of leisure or tours, the day was
completed with a splendid dinner at the Royal St George
Yacht Club in Dun Laoghaire.
The highlight for many of us was the pre-dinner speech
by Catherine McGuinness, retired Supreme Court judge
and activist, who was the epitome of inspiration across the
generations. Well beyond four score years, her diction and
content and awareness were humbling. It was no surprise
to be told of the people, especially women, from the
upper echelons of the Irish Judiciary, who had been her
inspiration.
The Conference was
arranged by members
of
DUWGA
(Dublin
University
Women
Graduates Association).
All
the
Irish
Associations are based
at a University. We were
privileged to have the
meeting in the School of
Photo: Trinity College, Dublin
Nursing and Midwifery,
Trinity College, Dublin. To add to the charm it was in
the ‘Gas Building’, formerly Head Offices, boasting some
beautiful Art Deco decoration in the process of renovation.
Somehow, there were a number of ‘unusual differences’
to the Conference but it was in Ireland and the welcome
from the President, Dr Marion Gibson and everyone
there, combined to make it a weekend to remember.
Communication and friendship are twin pillars which BFWG
has stood for since the beginning.
Monica Dodds, VP
towards the Prize given to a student at Keynes College,
University of Kent.
On a beautiful September day, several members enjoyed
a country walk before a ploughman’s lunch in the garden of
Anita and Roger Bone. The funds raised support the Keynes’
prize too, while the planned Christmas Coffee morning to be
held by Jennie Landsberg will provide our annual Women’s
Refuge ‘Nappy Fund’ to go with the toiletries gathered from
members and friends.
These events enable members to chat and include
other members of the family if they choose. This supports
the excellent lecture programme (See www.bfwg.org.uk/
canterbury). Professor Julia Twigg delighted members in
October with an analysis of the changing relationship women
have with clothes as they age. Much of this can be seen on
YouTube or www.kent.ac.uk.
Christel Moor,
Canterbury & District

On the
Beijing+20
day, President
Gloria Banner
presented
the Marjorie
Shaw
Scholarship
2015 to
Serena Dyer
(Photo: Jenny
Morley)
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Bulletin Board
GLAWG Events/Meetings

Saturday 20th February 2016

Imperial College London, 10:30 - 15:30
Organised by Siobhan Gardiner
Title: Next Steps 2016
Early Career Researcher Networking Event
Keynote Speech – Career Perspectives
Highlights: Advice from recruiters from academia
and industry, information on funding opportunities,
networking lunch, CV workshop, cover letter,
presentation skills and effective networking seminar
---

Wednesday 16th March 2016

18:00 - 20:00 at Soroptimist Club, 63 Bayswater Road

Speaker: Sarah Norcross, Commissioning Editor
Bionews
Title: From Wig and Gown to Mitochondrial Donation
---

Monday 25th April 2016

18:00 - 20:00 at Soroptimist Club, 63 Bayswater Road

Speaker: Kathy Abbott-Banner, BFWG Member
Title: Searching for New Treatments for Cystic Fibrosis
---

Saturday 4th June 2016

University Women’s Club, 10:30 - 15:30
Organised by Dr Susan Cohen
Title - ‘In memory of Eleanor Rathbone 1872-1946: the
Federation’s contribution to freedom and equality of
opportunity’ (More details in booking form)

Research Presentations Day 2016
Saturday 14th May at BFWG HQ

10:30 for 11:00 start. Finish usually 15:30 – 16:00
This is the day when members and non-members can meet
and network with young academics as well as enjoy a day of
stimulating talks and discussions. If you are a postgraduate
student with work to present or anyone just thinking of
coming as audience, look at BFWG webpages from midJanuary to find out about abstract submission and details of
the event. Lunch will be provided.
The event is free to all bonafide students (UG and PG).
£10 charge for members and guests.

UWE AGM and Conference 2016
Winchester, England
24th-27th June 2016

ASPIRATION, ADVANCEMENT, ACHIEVEMENT
‘Encouraging Women into Leadership Roles’
Conference Venue: Winchester Royal Hotel
St Peter Street, Winchester, Hampshire SO23 8BS

Further information will be posted on the UWE website
– www.uweboard.wordpress.com including details of
registration, accommodation, Conference Programme
and outings on Monday 27th June.
All enquiries by email to:
uwewinchester2016@gmail.com
If you would like to run a workshop on any aspect of
the conference theme, please contact the UWE Board
on uwewinchester2016@gmail.com

A warm welcome awaits you in historic
Winchester!
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EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING

Saturday 12th March 2016, 10:30 for 11:00 - 15:00
at BFWG HQ Meeting Room, 4 Mandeville Courtyard, 142
Battersea Park Road London SW11 4NB
For Agenda, please see Page 6 of this News
£6 (cash) will be collected from Observers on arrival

For booking details, please see booking forms

SPRING REGIONAL MEETINGS
Eastern Region AGM
Saturday 27th February 2016

10:30 – 15:00
Park Farm Hotel, Hethersett, Norwich NR9 3DL
The Norfolk and Norwich Association of Women Graduates
invites the Members of the Eastern Region and Independent
members to the Regional Meeting 2016. Cost £21

Guest speaker - Chloe Smith MP
Please see programme and booking form in loose
insert.

Travel: The hotel is easily accessible from the A11. If visitors
wish to stay overnight, the hotel is residential. If travelling
by train, please give the estimated time of arrival, so that
we can arrange to meet you at Wymondham or Norwich
train station.

Northern Region AGM
Saturday 19th March 2016

Venue: Royal Station Hotel, Neville Street,
Newcastle-upon-Tyne, NE1 5DH
10:30 for 11:00 start-15:45
Cost: £22.50
Speaker: Diana Finley, author of ‘The Loneliness of
Survival’
Please send cheques made payable to NEAWG to Gill Ramsay,
12 Saxilby Drive, Whitebridge Park, Gosforth, Newcastleupon-Tyne NE3 5LS, with name, address and email address.
Further details will be available on the BFWG website.

Southern Region AGM

Winchester, Reading and Canterbury
Saturday 9th April 2016
10:00 - 16:00
St Anne’s Manor, Wokingham
Contact: Anne Harrison,
Email: office@bfwg.org.uk

Mercia and Wales Region AGM
Saturday 16th April 2016

10:30 for 11:00 – 16:00
Venue: Trinity Centre, The Parade, Sutton Coldfield
Speaker: Dr Sally Hoban
Title: From Leonardo to You: The history of Art and
Science
Cost: £18.00 including two-course lunch and drinks
Contact Val Dinning
Email: office@bfwg.org.uk
BFWG News is printed on
FSC (Forest Stewardship Council)
certified paper

