BFWG news
British Federation of Women Graduates
FREE TO MEMBERS

Autumn 2015 No

1516-1

Dr Turi King - Keynote Speaker at the AGM and Conference 2015

T

he keynote speaker on Saturday morning of the
Conference was Dr Turi King, on the subject
‘Richard III: Resolution of a 500 year old mystery’. She is
a lecturer in Genetics and Archaeology and gave us a firstclass presentation on what had originally been called ‘The
Greyfriars Project’.

Dr Turi King
(Photo:
Sudha
Srivastava)

Combining history, archaeology and genetics with
the rigours of scientific and academic discipline in one
fascinating presentation, enlivened with frequent flashes of
humour and excellent slides and graphics, Dr King took us
through the project from the inception – pulling together
the team to carry out the dig – to the final genetic proof

that the skeleton discovered in the car park was indeed that
of Richard III. She gave us a potted history of the lineage
of Richard III, the battles between the houses of York and
Lancaster, the Battle of Bosworth, some local history of
Leicester, the dig itself and the gathering of evidence to
identify whose skeleton they had found.
She explained that at the outset, the dig had been only
to see what they could find of the ruins of the Greyfrairs
building: finding the king’s skeleton was not considered a
realistic possibility. By the end they were 99.999 per cent
certain it was him.
Part of his skeleton was found on the first day but they
never dreamed it could be significant and they dug another
trench before returning to dig more at the first one.
Uncovering the whole skeleton was an amazing moment,
but even when they had really good evidence from the
archaeologists and a scientific study of the bones, they still
did the DNA matching with that of descendants whom they
could trace to get a further measure of proof – and that had
been Dr King’s role.
It was an immensely interesting presentation, and Dr
King was an excellent communicator and role model for
women in science.
Gill Ramsay, North Eastern

BFWG at Buckingham Palace Garden Party

E

very three years, BFWG receives an invitation for
four representatives to attend a garden party at
Buckingham Palace. On 28th May this year, Jennie Landsberg,
Margaret Roake, Sheila Youngs and I were the lucky recipients
of the invitations. On a cloudy, but dry day, we met for a
delightful lunch at the University Women’s Club, thanks to
the good offices of Dorothy Roake. We then swept up to the
front gates of Buckingham Palace in a taxi, or would have
done, had the queue not already been so long that the taxidriver had to drop us at the back of the queue!
I was taken aback by how many people were present and
from how many different backgrounds and organisations.
They were mostly not ‘famous’ (well, I did not recognise
anyone except Bishop Libby Lane, dressed, I noted, in
exactly the same way as the other clerics present) but were
representatives of civil society, without whom the country
would quickly grind to a halt. We caught only fleeting
glimpses of the royals amongst the crowds and were in fact
rather surprised that the Queen and the Duke of Edinburgh
were there on the day after the opening of the Parliament.
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Our own stamina was tested by this event being followed
the next day by the Meet and Greet, which, in my case
at least, led to an increased admiration for Her Majesty’s
powers of endurance.
Susan Miles, VP
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From the Editor’s Desk

D

ear Members,

Welcome to the new academic
year! The BFWG programme looks
promising. As an optimistic individual,
I am confident for the coming year to
be successful in various ways along with
the envisaged aims and objectives of the
Federation.
How joyful it was to be at this year’s
AGM in the picturesque Hornton Grange!
This edition is full of AGM news and the
success of our scholarships and various
awards. Gill Ramsay gives an overview of
Photo: Rupam Srivastava
the keynote speaker’s exciting research
project on Richard III. Heartiest thanks to our past Vice-Presidents - Sheila
Stevens and Gabrielle Suff - for their invaluable support and hard work for
the Federation.
It is always good to know what the award winners are doing after being
helped by BFWG scholarship. See below one success story, to be followed by
more in future editions.
The enthusiasm for attracting more members is much needed and Local
Associations’ efforts are appreciated. Greater London Association (GLAWG)
is establishing contacts with members and students including our award
winners living in and around London to join and benefit from the Federation’s
activities. We heard Christel Moor on the Hegg Hoffet Fund (I had known very
little about this before) at our last London meeting in June.
We look forward to Beijing+20, the Westminster Seminar, the Executive
Committee Meeting and Regional AGMs in Spring followed by the RPD, the
Eleanor Rathbone event in June and the National AGM at Denman. Please see
the bulletin page of this news for detailed information and programme sheet
for diary dates. Visiting the BFWG website regularly is highly recommended.
Sudha Srivastava, Editor

Success story of a BFWG Scholarship Winner Naomi F Walker

was pleased to be awarded the Ruth Bowden Scholarship in 2013 for my
PhD study of TB-HIV co-infection in Cape Town, South Africa. With the
I
award, I was able to extend my study and during this time I volunteered for

West African Ebola outbreak response.
As an infectious disease-trained
clinician, I felt compelled to help as
the disease was claiming thousands of
lives in the region. In October 2014, I
arrived in Freetown, to work with the
King’s Sierra Leone Partnership (KSLP),
supporting the Connaught Hospital
in the running of an Ebola isolation
(holding) unit. Patients attending the
hospital were screened for symptoms of
Ebola and if present, were admitted to
the ward for diagnostic testing.
Photo: Jo Dulop (KSLP)
Within hours of first shift, it was
clear that the response was desperately lacking. Our isolation ward only had
18 beds. Diagnostic testing for Ebola took two days. Each day patients queued
outside the hospital, critically ill with Ebola symptoms. We isolated suspected
cases, providing supportive treatment with fluids, analgesia and treatment
for other infections. However, we were often full. Many patients were forced
to return home, with inadequate treatment and minimal protection for their
family members. It was devastating.
In the coming months, the international response gathered momentum
and the situation eventually improved. We conducted a study of a bedside
diagnostic test for Ebola, which correctly identified 100 per cent of Ebola
cases within 20 minutes of testing. We also assessed the diagnostic accuracy
of Ebola suspect case definitions, identifying important limitations. Whilst it
was a challenging experience, I am grateful to have had the opportunity to
work alongside brave and dedicated colleagues in Sierra Leone. I thank the
BFWG for a great support.
Naomi Walker (in her own words)

President’s Letter
Members,
DearThrough
interacting with our speakers at both the

AGM and GLAWG (Greater London Association of Women
Graduates) meetings, I have become increasingly aware of
the great need in our universities to undertake outreach
activities. We need to bear this in mind both nationally
and in our Local Associations. No longer are universities to
be perceived as ‘ivory towers’ but as dynamic institutions
seeking to forge links with the people around them. Our
scholarship winners and our PhD student members can
play an important role in this process: at BFWG we are
seeking to involve past beneficiaries of our awards in
building up the Federation. The symbiotic relationship
has potential advantage for both groups.
It is planned, in the coming year, to make systematic
efforts to trace more of our Scholarship winners and to
encourage them to work with us and contribute to BFWG
in a variety of ways. It is envisaged that we appoint a
member or a small team to seek past award winners
through organisations such as LinkedIn and to encourage
them to join us with our endeavours. Our Greater
London Association (GLAWG) is already paving the way
to accomplish progress in this area. Did you know that
Eleanor Rathbone (British Member of Parliament) was a
founder member of the Federation? On June 4th 2016,
Dr Susan Cohen (BFWG, Honorary Fellow of the Parkes
Institute for the Study of Jewish/non-Jewish Relations at
the University of Southampton) is organising an event,
on behalf of BFWG/GLAWG to celebrate the life and
work of Eleanor Rathbone (1872-1946) at the University
Women’s Club. Prior to this, there is a day’s symposium at
Somerville College (Oxford) on Friday 22nd January “From
Somerville to Westminster”.
We have a distinguished history as an organisation. To
quote from a past newsletter in August 1990, Margaret
Calvert, a Past BFWG President, stated: ‘We are women
taught to think and to analyse - we have a torch to pass
on. We have to make sure that young people of our time
are looked after and get the advantages consistent with
today’s climate that we had in our time.’
Life as a graduate today involves, almost always, an
international element. At the University Women of Europe
(UWE) Conference in Utrecht at the end of August, where
the President of GWI and the President of UWE are in
attendance, I hope to enter into discussion as to how
we can contribute to forging links for and with young
graduates. Clearly these young people are embarking on
their professional life in a very competitive society where
women have only recently been considered in so many

Come to the beautiful
setting of Denman College for
the BFWG AGM & Conference
8th-10th July, 2016

areas as (for example),
essential parts of a Board
of Governance.
Moving on to recent
news items:
• Patrice
WellesleyCole, one of our
new
BFWG
Vice
Presidents, is seeking
to help the Bulgarian
Association to access
money left to them
by a former member.
This legacy has been
Photo: Late Bert Marks
sitting in a London
bank for many years since the lady’s death in Bulgaria.
Help is being requested from the Federation to find a
way of accessing these monies.
• Worcestershire is discussing a potential strap line at
their committee meeting. Bravo!
• Please would LAs send in their new programme cards
and committee changes to office@bfwg.org.uk
• Please start to plan your resolutions for AGM 2016 at
Denman College
• Malala Yousafzai got 6 A*s and 4 As in her GCSE exams.
She is forging ahead. Congratulations!
• Recruiting for BFWG: Go out double it. There is no
talk of quitting! (Dr Edith Young, CBE and BFWG past
President 1967-70)
Gloria Banner, President

In Memoriam
Nancy Adelaine Spells, a very active member of
BFWG for many years, sadly passed away in May 2015, a
day before her 99th birthday. She graduated in 1938 with
a BSc degree in Chemistry and later gained a diploma in
Nutrition at the University of St Andrews. Nancy was a
great internationalist, a much respected ambassador for
Britain and was much involved in the establishment of
the University Women of Europe (UWE).
As Chair of the Committee on International Relations,
Nancy was keen on BFUW playing a leading role in IFUW.
When BFUW was organising the IFUW Triennial Conference
in Stirling, Nancy played an active part. Griselda Kenyon
remembers Nancy as a great friend who offered training
at CIR meetings in preparation for Griselda to succeed
her as CIR. Through utilising knowledge gained from
Griselda’s UN Geneva experiences combined with Nancy’s
own international insights, collaboration between Nancy
and Griselda led to discussions as to what could be
done in BFUW for women’s rights. When Griselda was
back in Geneva in 1988 and back in the UN on behalf of
IFUW, Nancy gave her support, freely sharing networks
and offering support. Nancy was not afraid to restore
perspective in challenging situations!
Nancy Spells was another remarkable member of the
Federation and she is remembered with great affection
by Griselda Kenyon and Nancy Catchpole. In conclusion,
Griselda states: ‘I am sorry she has gone. She has been
the invisible guide for a long time’.

Photo: Denman College

Gloria Banner, President
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INTERNATIONAL AND EUROPEAN NEWS
UWE Meet and Greet in London 29th – 30th May 2015

B

FWG hosted the
currently being run in
UWE Meet and
various universities. In
Greet event in London
addition, Siobhan Gardiner
this year and more
(BFWG) spoke on her
than sixty participants
own career and how she
from all over Europe
became a STEM (Science,
attended. Held over two
Technology, Engineering &
days, this is an occasion
Mathematics) ambassador,
when UWE members can
and her research work.
meet informally, sharing
We also heard of an Italian
common interests and
project on female writers
cementing
friendships.
being undertaken at Bath
The first day was held
University. No conference
in Smith Square in the
or meeting is complete
historic Europe House,
without a workshop and
the second day at the
there was an interesting
Italian
Institute
in
exercise on CLIL (Content
Happy faces at the Meet and Greet (Photo: Aisha Alshawaf)
Belgrave Square and, inLanguage
Integrated
between, a memorable
Learning), showing how
Dinner was held at the University Women’s Club in the heart
the use of art can help language learning – a fascinating
of Mayfair. These were excellent venues. The theme of the
concept.
weekend was “Gender Equality” and also “Quality Education
The Meet and Greet event is principally about bringing
for all in Europe”. Anne Negre, Gender Expert at the Council
UWE members together to further friendships and to promote
of Europe, gave an illuminating talk on equality and spoke
a greater understanding of what is happening elsewhere,
on what is happening regarding the trafficking of women and
as well as helping to move forward together on matters of
also violence against women, outlining the legal situation
importance for women in society. These informal contacts are
within Europe. We then saw a short play, an interpretation
invaluable and such meetings can achieve much for future coof the Greek tragedy The Odyssey, scripted by Ros Belford of
operation. All credit for such an enjoyable weekend (even the
the University of Catania – the result of a UNESCO project on
sun shone) must go to Gloria Banner (BFWG President), Edith
Gender Equality: Heritage and Creativity.
Lommerse (UWE President) and their colleagues.
Other sessions during the weekend focussed on projects
Catherine Pinion, Independent

International News - Graduate Women International (GWI) – Moving Forward

M

argaret Tait, GWI
Vi c e - Pr e s i d e n t
updated us at the AGM
conference on GWI affairs.
The board consists of five
board members as well as
other employed officers.
The board has adopted a
modern business model, so
now has provision for Key
Photo: Sudha Srivastava
Performance Indicators.
One positive achievement has been the online voting policy.
There is a focus on advocacy at board level. There have been
seven press releases in two years from GWI and templates are
available for NFAs to use.
The UN team focusses on the GWI mission statement
through activity at four offices in Paris, Geneva, New York and
Strasburg. Concerning the name change, interestingly enough,
at the UN level ‘IFUW’ is still used rather than ‘GWI’. It will
take time for the new name to be recognised.
The GWI Manifesto covers five main education areas:
education for all, primary, secondary and tertiary education
and non-traditional education e.g. vocational. It states the
GWI position on how and why it is working to increase lifelong
learning for all girls and women worldwide.
New services for members: There is a members only page on
the GWI website but you must register to have access to:
• In focus: An online publication free for members and ten
per year
• Webinars: NFAs and members learn about different topics

and elements of advocacy and how they can become
involved, which increases relationships between GWI
and NFAs. This is an online free service. You just have to
register and then login at the appropriate time.
Margaret Tait then answered questions on a variety of
topics. However concern was voiced about the cost of all the
changes and how the conference was to be funded.

GWI (IFUW): 10 rue du Lac, 1207 Geneva, Switzerland

CER/UWE Representative 2013-2016
Heather Hawkes, BEd (North London and South Herts)

Tel: 00 41 22-731 23 80 Fax: 00 41 22-738 04 40
www.graduatewomen.org, Email: gwi@graduatewomen.org
Office hours: 08:30 - 17:30 Monday to Friday
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GWI Conference South Africa, Cape Town,
21st - 26th August 2016
•

•

•

•

Further details are - August 21st – 23rd will be members
only Business Meeting and August 24th – 26th will be the
Triennial Conference on topics of interest to women
graduates.
There is a professional conference organiser and there
will be pre and post-conference tours. Registration fees
for GWI members attending the Business Meeting and
the Conference will be the same as registration fees
for non-members attending the Triennial Conference
only.
The General Assembly website will go live in January
or February 2016. There will be a call for resolutions in
August 2015 with a closing date of 19th February 2016.
Resolutions will be categorised into - Mission related,
Reaffirmation and Non-mission related and they will
be prioritised accordingly. It was confirmed that GWI
Board was delving into investments to fund this.
There is a possibility that the 2019 Centenary
Conference might be held in Vancouver, Canada.
Cynthia Burek, CIR

hhawkes@bfwg.org.uk

CIR/GWI Council Member 2015-2018

Cynthia Burek, c.burek@bfwg.org.uk

International and European Updates
•

Afghan Student: Title of her thesis is now - A female

perspective of the importance of higher degrees to aid
advancement in career/position (in society). The research
will adopt a two-fold approach. Firstly, a comparison
among those females who studied science and those who
studied art/humanities. Secondly, a comparison among
those who graduated from western universities and those
who studied in Iran, Afghanistan or Pakistan. The target
group is the educated Afghan females who hold a Master
or PhD degree. This research will be a qualitative study
using in-depth interviews and focus groups to achieve a
deep understanding of the perspective and experience

O

•
•
•

of the targeted groups. The interviews will be done with
educated females who work in Afghanistan in private,
public or international organisation.
Ten BFWG members travelled to attend UWE AGM 2015
at the ancient university city of Utrecht where the theme
was ‘The Art of Networking Skills, Styles and Values.’
Please note that the 2016 UWE Conference and AGM
will be held between 24th - 26th June in Winchester and
we hope many of you will come and join us.
Heather Hawkes, our CER, has been ill and I am sure we
all wish her a speedy recovery so she can take up the
reins again soon.

Research Presentations Day

ur very successful Research Presentations Day this
year attracted an audience of forty people consisting
of a group of enthusiastic PhD students, observers, graduates
already in employment, members and eight competitors.
The standard of presentations was higher than ever with all
students availing themselves of the advances in technology
to put their case across clearly and comprehensively.
Conversations with students over a very agreeable lunch, set
out in style by Sally Johnson, revealed a unanimous interest in
networking with other graduates. There emerged a need for
help with presentations and voice projection, interdisciplinary
friendship, learning from the expertise of successful graduates,
more events on Saturdays and appreciating more about our
history. The judges had a difficult decision to make.
Finally, after much deliberation, the prize of £100 was
awarded to Isabel Diez-Sevilla from the University of Oxford.
The title of Isabel’s presentation was Investigating the role of
macrophages in red blood cell production. We learned that
these studies could potentially aid in the future treatment of a
variety of disorders involving aberrant red blood cell production.
The student who came a close second to Isabel was Emily
Baines from the Guildhall School of Music and Drama, London.
Emily explained that mechanical musical instruments (barrel
organs, musical boxes etc.) provide as much information, if not
more, than textual sources about what constituted a ‘tasteful’

Isabel
Diez-Sevilla
(first from
left) with
other
research
presenters
(Photo:
Barbara
Jackson)

performance in the eighteenth century. Emily’s presentation
was interspersed with practical examples.
The day can only be termed a most fascinating experience
for anyone interested in the current extensive and wide
ranging contributions our young people are making at their
universities. We would like to thank Elizabeth Poskitt, Susan
Miles and Christel Moor who undertook to read and evaluate
the increased number of submissions this year. A well organised
and fruitful event giving all attendees a brief and unique
insight into the current world of research and development.
Gloria Banner, President

BFWG Scholarship (Academic Award) Winners 2015: Total money awarded is £35,000
Award Holder

Institute

Awarded

Title of Research

Anne Makena

Department of Chemistry,
University of Oxford

Kathleen Hall
Fellowship - £6000

Probing the evolution, activity and inhibition of
clinically relevant metallo-β-lactamases

Lisandra Costiner

History of Art and Visual Culture
Department, University of Oxford

Beryl Mavis Green
Scholarship - £5000

Vernacular religious texts and the characteristics
of popular devotion in Early Renaissance Italy

Pallavi Bedi

MRC Centre for Inflammation Research,
Queen Margaret Research Institute,
University of Edinburgh

Ruth Bowden
Scholarship - £4000

Lipoxin A4 deficiency is associated with disease
severity in bronchiectasis

Natasha Davie

Nuffield Department of Clinical
Margaret K B Day
Laboratory Sciences, University of Oxford Scholarship - £4000

Academia-industry collaboration in translational
medicine

Daisy Fancourt

Psychobiology group, Department
of Epidemiology and Public Health,
University College London

Ruth Bowden
Scholarship - £4000

The psychoneuroimmunology of music: modulation
of psychological, endocrine and immune responses
through participatory interventions

Serena Dyer

Department of History, University of
Warwick

Marjorie Shaw
Scholarship - £2000

Trained to consume: dress and the female
consumer in eighteenth century Britain

Genevieve Gariepy

Department of Engineering and Physical
Sciences, Heriot-Watt University,
Edinburgh

Johnstone & Florence
Stoney Studentship £2000

Novel imaging applications using single photon
avalanche detector arrays

Anna Judson

Faculty of Classics,
University of Cambridge

J Barbara Northend
Scholarship - £2000

The undeciphered signs of Linear B

Natasha Morrison

Mathematical Institute,
University of Oxford

Mary Kearsley
Scholarship - £2000

Topics in extremal combinatorics

Ananya Renuka
Balakrishna

Department of Engineering Science,
University of Oxford

M H Joseph Prize £2000

Application of phase-field model to ferroelectrics

Geordan Shannon

Institution of Epidemiology and Health
Care, University College London

Mary Bradburn
Scholarship - £2000

Gender Equality in global health; greater than the
sum of its parts
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BFWG AGM & CONFERENCE 2015

T

Business Sessions

he Business sessions, with a voting strength of forty-one,
were ably chaired by Vice-Presidents Aisha Alshawaf, Susan
Miles and Gabrielle Suff and moved along at a brisk pace. A full
account of the proceedings is available on the BFWG website in a
very readable, tabular format.

Photo: Sudha Srivastava

Whilst the tone of the sessions was in general upbeat, as
shown by the tabled management and executive reports and the
increased call on the Federation’s scholarship funds, it was clear
that the continuing drop in membership numbers was of some
concern. Retaining existing members, especially Independent
members, was seen as important as recruiting new members.

O

Conference Dinner

n 11 July, after a hard day conducting business of the
AGM, we all met up in the evening in the same venue
at the University of Birmingham. Jane Martin, Professor of
Social History of Education and
Head of Department in the School
of Education at University
of
Birmingham, was the after dinner
speaker.
Due to personal circumstances,
the speech was given earlier in the
proceedings as she had to catch a
train. Professor Martin told us that
she was influenced by her family
to pursue a career in researching
women who were exercising
leadership and influencing policies
early on in education (for the
period between 1800 and 1980).
The
career
of
teaching
gave women a vehicle to enter Photo: Veronica Cubitt-Caddy
the public domain and make a
difference. A few names were also mentioned and a paper was
circulated which gave members and guests food for thought
when trying to identify pioneer ladies including Caroline Benn
whose work was mainly dealing with comprehensive education
policies. Some of the facts that we learned were that the
first chief women inspector of schools, Maude Laurence, was
appointed in 1905. In 1870, the Education Act was passed
th

The meeting was pleased to welcome Margaret Tait, in her
capacity as Vice-President of GWI, to update members on GWI’s
‘Moving Forward’ strategy. Advocacy remains a key focus. The
2016 General Assembly and Triennial Conference will take place
in Cape Town from 21st – 26th August.
With capitation fees having remained static for three years, a
domestic resolution proposed a modest increase in the fees. This
was carried and welcomed, given that membership fees currently
account for 54 per cent of income. Of the two General Resolutions
submitted, that on ‘Better education on pensions’, which
referenced the recent significant changes in the pensions field,
was carried unanimously. The second one - on keeping women
postgraduates in STEMM subjects - had to be withdrawn as the
proposer had been unable to attend the meeting. Given the head
of steam occasioned by the news stories surrounding Sir Tim Hunt
and female academic scientists in the run up to the conference,
several members felt that this was a missed opportunity. It was
however agreed to pursue the topic before the next conference.
Gillian Roche, Leeds Association

Members enjoying evening (Photo: Mary Welsby)

where elementary education was made available for all. Later,
women were elected to school boards.
We enjoyed our meal and everyone had a good time.
Aisha Alshawaf, VP

AGM Workshops
‘How to internalise learning and
mentoring students’

T

his fascinating session was taken by Dr Anke Büttner,
a senior Lecturer in Psychology of Education at the
University of Birmingham. She told us of her own experiences
in encouraging students to take ownership of their learning.
We began with a focussing exercise where everyone was
asked to consider what ‘Ownership’ meant to them. After
comparing thoughts round the group, Anke referred to the
BFWG Conference Theme ‘Education, Aspiration and the
wherewithal to Achieve It’ by linking aspiration, which suggests
drive, hope and motivation to the wherewithal which involves
empowerment and control with choices and responsibilities
which then encompass ownership. She mentioned books
by Peterson and Martin Seligman referring, respectively, to
signature strengths and 24 character strengths, the essence
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being that taking ownership involves fundamental interest,
leading to a proactive rather than a reactive approach.
Dr Büttner’s own students were often horrified to find they
had to qualify in Statistics as this is an essential Research
Method tool for all subjects including Psychology. In order to
increase their motivation, she uses Action Research where the
students choose their own research topic and use methods
including focus groups and two iteration cycles. This practical
approach where they exercise choice and control encourages
a ‘growth mindset’ rather than a ‘fixed mindset’ (ref ‘Mindset’
by Carol Dweck) because they are engaged in meaningful
tasks. They learn the statistics needed during their tasks. This
approach was of course familiar to members of the group that
had taught practical subjects! The feedback questionnaires
after the lecture series showed how well liked and successful
this approach had proved.
Jenny Morley, Independent

AGM Workshops Cont’d...
Wherewithal Aspect of the Theme –
‘Student Employability’

A

s one who has the haziest memory of there being little,
if any, careers advice nearly sixty years ago, I found this
an interesting and positive workshop. Eluned Jones, Director
of Careers Advice in the University of Birmingham, took us
from the man-given advice to the male student of 1900,
through the changes of Baroness Blakestone’s Report in 2000
and the introduction of League Tables, to the more recent
introduction of fees and the formation of the Association
of Careers Advisory Services to the target-driven, high on
the Government’s agenda, financed Departments of today.
No longer the Cinderella of university departments, this is
not now a visit you make as or after you graduate, but, in
Birmingham, a staff of sixty-three is there to help and guide
you throughout your undergraduate years to find and achieve
your full potential. Help on a wide front from skills training,
job application support, employer engagement, placements,
help with business start-ups as undergraduates, from advice to
financial help, to an increase of alumni help in mentoring for
a length of time before and after graduation, and much more.
Interesting too is the news of a University school, now opening
with careers guidance from the early years on.
I found the
concept
of
mentoring exciting
as a way in which
BFWG could help
in many of our
universities
and
meet what is, after
all,
our
target
audience of the
future if we are
to increase our
membership
and
Eluned Jones (Photo: Sudha Srivastava)
continue with our
aims. Eluned is
currently President of AGCAS (Association of Graduate Careers
Advisory Services) and keen for a close association between
AGCAS and BFWG.
Nesta Farrow, Sutton Coldfield

GWI/UWE - ‘Female Entrepreneurship’

S

ue Ouvry, our Alternate CER, opened the discussion
by referring to the Female Entrepreneurship Index
produced by the Global Entrepreneurship and Development
Institute. This research is designed to serve as a future
oriented tool to guide leaders, policy makers and law makers
in identifying countrywide strengths and weaknesses and in
developing strategies to create more favourable conditions to
enable business women to thrive.
Female entrepreneurship has increased by 9 per cent in the
highly educated, but only 7 per cent of those are in the ‘tech’
sector. The discussion centered on ‘what helps?’ and ‘what
hinders?’ women to become entrepreneurs. It was put forward
that if more countries helped women to set up businesses, this
would help their economy.
We listed the women who had been successful: Deborah
Meaden, Hilary Devey, Karen Brady, Delia Smith, Martha LaneFox and Dame Stephanie Shirley. It was then suggested that
the reasons for their success included: flexibility, increasing
confidence and the increasing use of modern technology.
Family support, mentoring, contacts, networking and ability

to multi-task were also considered to be important along with
a degree of luck.
By contrast, consideration was given to the factors which
hold women back and included: fear, envy or jealousy,
prejudice, place of birth and lack of funding. Credit Unions,
such as that set up by Muhammed Yunus in Bangladesh, can
enable women to start a business. However, it was mentioned
that not all women want a career in business and some give
up for a variety of reasons including family needs or having
achieved a goal.
‘The Art of Networking, Skills, Styles and Values’ is the
title of the UWE Conference at the end of August 2015 and
‘Women and Business: A woman’s Right to Enterpreneurship’ is
the title of our Westminster Seminar in November.
Sheila Youngs (N. London/S. Herts.) & Sue Ouvry
(Winchester)

‘Independent Members – the way forward’
led by Aisha Alshawaf

I

n this well attended workshop, all except two of the
Independent Members present had been members of a
Local Association that had folded. We looked at the replies
to the questionnaire that Aisha had sent to Independent
Members and noted with interest that most belonged to similar
women’s organisation; that NEWS has been the best source of
information, and that distance to a meeting, no expenses paid,
were the principal reasons for not attending BFWG events. A
project with a follow-up meeting in a university town might
draw members.
Discussion centered particularly on the value of
communication, especially personal contact from the
Regional Representative or her Alternate. Information about
special BFWG events and reminders about what is going on
are appreciated. We agreed that it should be normal to put
members in touch with one another, with their consent,
through email or by post.
Each Region should aim to have its own website, where
there is access to records of meetings and special occasions
not only in text but on video; and eventually a webinar facility.
Betty Pritchard, North Eastern

Keynes Prize awarded by Canterbury
Association

E

ach
year the
Canterbury
Association asks
Keynes College
UKC (University
of Kent at
Canterbury)
to nominate a
female second
year student to
receive £150
Ferzana Salim (L) receiving award from
in recognition
Jennie Landsberg (Photos: Barbara Jackson)
of her academic
commitment and achievements. This year the Psychology
Department nominated Mrs Ferzana Salim for ‘doing well
in stage 2 when dealing with a number of difficulties’.
Ferzana was accompanied by her 15 year-old daughter
and we think this is the first time that the prize has been
awarded to a mother.
Barbara Jackson, Canterbury
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Bulletin Board
Beijing+20 Celebrations

House of Lords, Thursday 19th November 2015

10:30 Coffee/Welcome for 11:00 Start

‘Women and Business: A Woman’s Right to
Entrepreneurship’

Programme

Speakers:
Dr. Elizabeth Poskitt (BFWG) - The Road to Beijing
Marianne Haslegrave (COMMAT) - 20 Years after
Beijing - What next?

Lunch

Helene Reardon-Bond (GEO) - Head of Policy and
Inclusion - UK Government Successes and Failures at
the UNCSW59 March 2015
Dr. Kay Richmond (SIGBI) - The Beijing Platform for
Action - How relevant is it to the UK?

Close and Tea

£12 including sandwich lunch & drink
Please send your booking with payment to BFWG 4
Mandeville Courtyard 142 Battersea Park Road London
SW11 4NB by 4th October at the latest, marking your
envelope ‘Beijing+20’
An article about the event and the booking slip were
published in Spring/Summer News 2015

Northern Region AGM

Saturday 19th March 2016
10:30 for 11:00 start, finishing around 15:45
Royal Station Hotel, Newcastle-upon-Tyne
Speaker and cost details TBC
All are welcome. Full details and a booking form will
be in Winter News and on the BFWG website
Contact: Gill Ramsay
Email: office@bfwg.org.uk

Mercia and Wales Regional AGM
Saturday 16th April 2016

10:30 for 11:00 start
Venue: Trinity Centre, The Parade, Sutton Coldfield
Speaker: Dr Sally Hoban
Contact: Val Dinning
Email: office@bfwg.org.uk
More details in Winter News and on the website

GLAWG Meetings

Monday 21 September 2015
st

Soroptimist Club, 18:00 - 20:00, Cost: £6 on arrival
Speaker: Barbara St Claire-Ostwald - ‘The Perception
Reality Divide’
---

Wednesday 18th November 2015

Soroptimist Club, 18:00 - 20:00, Cost: £6 on arrival
Speaker: Elizabeth Poskitt - ‘Nutrition Research:
home and abroad’
---

Saturday 4th June 2016

University Women’s Club
Organised by Dr Susan Cohen
Title - ‘In memory of Eleanor Rathbone 1872-1946:
the Federation’s contribution to freedom and
equality of opportunity’ (More details to follow)
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Westminster Seminar

Saturday 10 October 2015
4 Mandeville Courtyard, 10:30 – 15:30
th

BFWG News - Autumn 2015

Sponsored - Baroness Garden of Frognal

Programme
14:00 – 15:30	Seminar
Speakers:
1. Lynn Everson MA, President of BPW (Business &
Professional Women) UK
2. Sonia Brown MBE, Director Black Women’s Network
3. Women’s Business Council (tbc) – Please keep
visiting BFWG website
15:30 Afternoon Tea
Cost: Seminar and Tea £35, Seminar only £13
Please send your booking (form was printed in Spring/
Summer News) and cheque to 4 Mandeville Courtyard,
142 Battersea Park Road, London SW11 4NB marking
the envelope ‘Westminster 2015’ by 29th October
latest.

Reminder

If you have not yet sent in your bookings with payment
for the Beijing+20 & the Westminster Seminar, they are
due now. The deadline for the Westminster Seminar
booking is 29th October. Places for the Seminar with
tea are filling up quickly. Booking forms for both
events were published in the Spring/Summer News.

Thursday 19th November Morning Visits
1. British Library - 10:30 Conservation Department
(12 Places) - £9
2. British Library - 10:30 or 11:00 West Africa – an
Exhibition Celebrating Literature and Music from the
Middle Ages to Modern Times (15 places) - £9
3. Benjamin Franklin House - 10:45 (behind Charing
Cross Station) not suitable for members with mobility
problems (12 places) - £5
Please tick the visit you would like to choose and send
a cheque made payable to Mrs. G. Suff 87 Dunvant
Road, Killay Swansea SA2 7NN

Sybil Campbell Annual Lecture
Professor Cynthia Burek

What Role Did Female Geologists Play Historically?
A case study using the Sybil Campbell Archive

Thursday 19th November 2015

University Women’s Club, 2 Audley Square,
London WIY 6DB
18:00 Arrival, sandwiches and drinks, 18:30 Lecture
£18, Postgraduate students £10
Please apply by 11th October, giving names of guests and
enclosing SAE and cheque made payable to ‘University
of Winchester’; write on the back ‘Attention Dr S
Spencer’. Post to: Dr S Spencer, Faculty of Education,
Health and Social Care, University of Winchester, West
Hill, Winchester Hants. SO22 4NR
Anyone wishing to have dinner at the Club after the
lecture should book and pay the Club directly.
BFWG News is printed on
FSC (Forest Stewardship Council)
certified paper

BRITISH FEDERATION OF WOMEN GRADUATES
PROGRAMME: AUTUMN NEWS 2015
Please visit BFWG website regularly.
Any changes in the programme will be updated on the website.

2015 Diary Dates
8 September		
21 September		
			
3 October		
10 October		
			
17 October		
			
3 November		
18 November		
			
19 November 		
			
19 November		
			

6-O Meeting at Mandeville Courtyard
GLAWG Meeting at Soroptimist Club, 18:00 - 20:00, Barbara St Claire-Ostwald ‘The Perception Reality Divide’
Management Team Meeting
Beijing+20 Celebration: Celebration of 20 years of the UN Platform for Action on
Equality at Mandeville Courtyard 11:00 - 15:00
North West Academic Presentation Day, 10:00 - 15:45 at Hollins Hay Hotel, 		
New Brighton CH45 0JY
Finance Committee Meeting
GLAWG Meeting at Soroptimist Club, 18:00 - 20:00, Elizabeth Poskitt - ‘Nutrition
Research: home and abroad’
Westminster Seminar, 14:00 -17:00, House of Lords on ‘Women and Business: A
Woman’s Right to Entrepreneurship’
Sybil Campbell Collection Lecture 18:00 for 18:30 at the University Women’s Club,
Professor Cynthia Burek - ‘What Role Did Female Geologists Play Historically?’

2016 Diary Dates
27 February		
Eastern Region AGM at Park Farm Hotel, Norfolk
5 March		
Management Team Meeting
12 March		
Executive Committee Meeting
19 March		
Northern Region AGM in Newcastle-upon-Tyne, organised by the North 		
			Eastern Association
9 April			
Southern Region AGM in Wokingham, organised by the Reading Association
16 April			
Mercia & Wales Regional AGM
14 May 		
Research Presentations Day at BFWG HQ
4 June			
Eleanor Rathbone event at University Women’s Club, Title: ‘In memory 		
			
of Eleanor Rathbone 1872-1946: the Federation’s contribution to freedom 		
			
and equality of opportunity’
24 - 26 June		
UWE AGM and Conference in Winchester
8 - 10 July 		
BFWG AGM & Conference at Denman College
21 - 26 August		
GWI Triennial Conference in Cape Town, South Africa

‘From Somerville to Westminster,
1893 – 1946’
Friday 22nd January 2016, 09:30 – 16:30
A one-day Symposium and room-naming ceremony to be held at
Somerville College, Oxford
To commemorate the 70th anniversary of the death of

Eleanor Rathbone (1872 – 1946)
Member of Parliament and a Founder

Somerville’s first

member of the British Federation of University Women
The cost, which includes a two-course buffet lunch, all teas,
coffees and biscuits, is £25.00 for delegates and £12.50 for
students
For enquiries and to book a place please email Dr Susan Cohen
at: office@bfwg.org.uk

Sybil Campbell Collection News
The Trustees have much pleasure in
welcoming Angela Back to our committee. Her
appointment was endorsed by the delegates
at the BFWG AGM in Birmingham. She will be
formally introduced at our next committee
meeting in October.
The Sybil Campbell Lecture will take place
on Thursday 19th November at the University
Women’s Club. See details on bulletin page of
this News.
On Tuesday 22nd September, the Centre for
the History of Women’s Education is holding an
open meeting of their book group when they
will be discussing the novel ‘Precious Bane’ by
Mary Webb, borrowed from the SCC. Please do
come along from 18:00 – 19:00.
Sue Ouvry, Winchester

										

