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Professor Jane Mellanby - Keynote Speaker at the AGM and Conference 2016

P

rofessor Jane Mellanby of Oxford University
posed the question, “What is Academic
Underachievement?” In answering, Professor Mellanby
and her team described how statistics proved regional
differences regarding the number of children who do
or do not attain their personal potential, are affected
Professor
Jane Mellanby
(second from
right) with
her teamJulia Badger,
Dr Elena
Svirke and
Dr Rebecca
McDuff
(Photo:
Barbara
Jackson)

by the child’s level of language ability when they enter
school. Lack of language skills often equates with lack
of opportunity rather than simply lack of personal
capacity. Statistics demonstrated that gender plays a
significant part in the ability to self actualise at different
stages of male and female development, culminating
in self perceived notions of lack of ability in girls who
feel unequal to furthering studies in STEM (Science,
Technology, Engineering, Maths) subjects. Even though

they may have the ability, aptitude and competence, a
very small percentage of girls choose these subjects.
Although it is understood that language skills affect
the ability to read, Professor Mellanby and her team
demonstrated how such skills affect competence in
tests of maths and spatial ability. Apparently, there are
sensitive periods or time windows during which a child
responds to relevant input. With all things being equal,
a child of four years age is able to deal with constructs
of grammar. Whereas, non-hearing children exposed to
early sign language can attain this level by age six.
Increasing spatial activities in the games and play
of girls (traditionally only seen in boys’ play) helped
them in competence and confidence when considering
STEM subjects in later study choices. Many written tests
for children were phrased in the conditional tense.
Understanding the conditional tense relies both on fluid
and crystallised intelligence and is therefore not a true
test of innate ability.
Dr Elena Svirke, Dr Rebecca McDuff and Julia Badger
demonstrated how to conduct tests that were culturally
and linguistically neutral, giving a truer picture of a
child’s potential. It was felt that the way forward is to
work with schools and parents ensuring that each child
achieves full potential. The speech was edifying, well
received and thought provoking, engendering a lively
question and answer session.
Ann Temple, Canterbury

In Memory of Eleanor Rathbone 1872-1946:

The Federation’s contribution to freedom and equality of opportunity

O

n Saturday 4th June, around forty BFWG members
gathered in the historic surroundings of the
University Women’s Club in London for this one-day
conference. I signed up in response to Eleanor Rathbone’s
name. To me, it is synonymous with the campaign for
family allowances.
I did not know that she was also a founder member
of BFUW and IFUW, nor about the key role she played
in the BFUW Refugee Committee during the 1930s and
early 1940s. In fact, she was one of several key actors
in this endeavour. Between them they responded to
and supported over 500 graduate women fleeing Nazi
persecution in Europe, enabling them to settle in the
UK. Each application involved a huge amount of detailed
consideration to match each one’s particular needs to
the limited opportunities available.
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From the Editor’s Desk

D

ear Members,
‘For last year’s words belong to
last year’s language and next year’s words
await another voice’ – T. S. Eliot
The programme for the new academic
year looks interesting. I look forward to
making the most of it and meeting you
at one or other event in the near future
where we can share friendship.
In this edition, you will find news and
views from across the BFWG. The keynote
speech given by Professor Jane Mellanby at
the Denman AGM forms an interesting read
on how the language abilities of children
entering school affect their academic
achievements. Sheila Stevens (previous - BFWG Vice-President, Winchester
President and Web Administrator) was awarded BFWG Honorary Membership
at the University Women of Europe (UWE) Conference in Winchester. She is an
invaluable member of BFWG with an indefatigable spirit in her contribution
for the Federation. As others have already mentioned several times, she has
always been the go-to person for everyone, myself no exception! Thank you
Sheila.
Members who attended the Graduate Women International (GWI)
Conference in Cape Town are now back with stories to report in the next
edition. The Greater London Association of Women Graduates (GLAWG)
hosted an evening talk by Yasmin Sharif about ‘Zaha Hadid, the Queen of
Dynamic Space’. Another event is organised on the eve of the Westminster
Seminar (please see programmes list). Feel free to pop-in if in London on
that evening.
We will be trialling black and white printed version for the next edition
of the News. However, the coloured version will be available on the website.
Seven to eight years in the BFWG and more than a decade as a member
of GWI, I feel more involved when I know better or should I say better
informed. As Editor, I wish to connect with each and every member. I would
like to read the stories from across the LAs published in their newsletters. I
enjoyed reading the North-West Newsletter some time ago and more recently
Winchester Newsletter. Please feel free to share your news with me either
via email or by post.
Last but not the least, please visit BFWG website (www.bfwg.org.uk)
regularly for updates. I look forward to navigating our re-designed website
soon (see the AGM workshop report on page 7 of this News).
It is heart-warming to see all these contributions and I appreciate the
time and effort that has been devoted by the contributors as well as the
‘Working Group’ and would like to thank them all. Happy reading!
Sudha Srivastava, Editor
Continued from Page 1
Professor Joyce Goodman spoke about the work of two key members of
the Reading Federation of University Women - Edith Morley and Mabel Craven
Buer, who worked tirelessly for Displaced Persons and Refugees. Much of the
research drew upon the BFUW archives held in the Sybil Campbell Library,
which has now found a permanent home in the Centre for Women’s Education
at the University of Winchester.
Next, Dr Susan Cohen introduced us to three refugee case studies so as to
explain the role of the Refugee committee in helping them to re-build their
lives.
After lunch, our third speaker, Dr Christine von Oertzen from the Max
Planck Institute, explored the powerful influence of BFUW in pioneering
internationalism within the IFUW, from 1920 to the 1950s.
Our last speaker, Dr Stephanie Spencer returned to Rathbone’s own legacy,
with a particular focus on the opportunities BFUW offered women graduates
for sociability and public engagement in the immediate post-war years.
I found this resonated strongly with my earliest experiences of BFUW. My
mother, an Oxford graduate (1937) relished the friendship, social stimulation
and engagement with social issues that BFUW offered.
Monica Eden-Green, Canterbury and District

President’s Letter

DearAsMembers,
we approach the new Academic Year 2016/2017

BFWG has much to reflect about in order to move forward.
Principal concerns for the coming year are a need to
refine our recruitment policies, the further building of
our international connections and, most importantly it
is incumbent on us to mobilise our Resolutions to make
our voice heard about mental health, statutory sex
relationship education and promoting more women to
senior positions in STEM subjects.
As an organisation, we have much to offer. “It is
not an elitist group - it is the contributions of women
who have been taught to think and analyse” (Margaret
Calvert, President 1990). In order to prosper, common
sense tells us we need new blood and to attract
graduates and post-graduates to the Federation. We
are very much aware that an ever increasing number of
individuals with degrees are looking for opportunities.
What sort of opportunities we may ask? Clearly, raising
the awareness of financial benefits available through
our BFWG Scholarships and also publicising information
about the bursaries and emergency grants of our affiliate,
the Charitable Foundation is likely to interest potential
recruits. In addition, advertising the not inconsiderable
career success of former scholarship winners, which is
being researched by Gillian Roche and colleagues, is likely
to be a motivating factor. Recently, we were involved with
one of our dynamic young members, Siobhan Gardiner,
in providing a whole day session for enabling young PhD
students to raise their performance when seeking
employment in an increasingly competitive work-place
environment. This has taken the form of interactive
sessions with experts in such fields as preparing CVs for
potential interviews, planning appropriate strategies
for the interview situation and avoiding pitfalls when
postgraduates are trying to present themselves in the
best possible light.
A key issue mentioned to me very frequently by
members, is the chance to meet, talk and discuss with
like-minded people. Our LA programmes give witness to

the fact that we engage
frequently with speakers
of outstanding merit. What
a refreshing change for
a woman who is at home
with young children. How
welcome for an individual
who has recently retired
from a stimulating high
powered
environment.
There is much wisdom and
experience of achievement
in our organisation. BFWG
has a history of sharing
these qualities with novices and young people through
offering friendship, the possibility of becoming involved
in local and national matters, through membership of 6-0
and, generally, by providing a force for good in the local
community.
To help us reach our goals in seeking to activate our
resolutions and recruit our new members we are blessed
with ever increasing, relatively affordable developments
in Information Technology. Our Website is about to be
updated at a modest cost; we have a full page image
that itemises many of BFWG opportunities in the
Graduate Guide 2016/2017 that came out last week. All
Regional Representatives and Alternates have access to
the emails of Independents to combat the isolation felt
by some members. Our relationship with our European
neighbours and those based further afield can be speedily
strengthened through free programmes such as Skype and
FaceTime. In addition, we are making use of Facebook
and Twitter.
In the context of our distinguished history since 1907,
it is a privilege and indeed an exciting time to be a BFWG
member. The world is our oyster. Let us move forward
together. “Go out, double it. There is no talk of quitting”
(Dr Edith Young).
Enjoy the adventure.
Gloria Banner, President

BFWG Bursary Support in Tanzania

S

arah Boke and Bokoboro Peters are Year Three girls
being supported by bursaries at Issenye Secondary
School in Tanzania by interested Local Associations
and friends in the Northern Region. We receive regular
updates on their progress and examination results and
send letters and small gifts in return.

Sarah Boke (L)
and Bokoboro
Peters (Photo:
Bill Jones)

We are able to use the Leeds Diocesan Links for sending
the money without additional cost and because we have
many personal links with the school the whole transfer
is reassuringly transparent. We receive delightful letters

and pictures. Bokoboro wishes to become a doctor.
Communication in February 2016 - “Monica, the results
were out I was happy because I get distinction and division
one…because everyone thinks of changing the world, but
no one thinks of changing himself!” Sarah from the local
village of Issenye, “Please pass my regards to the British
Federation of Women Graduates with more to you and big
hugs to you all. Remember you are always in thoughts and
prayers”. Few problems with their use of English!
From the Diocesan Link Officer, Arthur Mauya: “The
bursaries have really changed the life and future of
these two girls and have gone to the right people. They
both come from very deprived families yet they work so
hard at school. Monica believe me without this generous
support from the members of BFWG these two would
have been married off or suffering in the villages. By
educating these girls you have added education to the
whole community in their respective villages and in Mara
Diocese in general.”
If you would like more information about the life of
the school, please contact Monica.
Monica Dodds, VP
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INTERNATIONAL AND EUROPEAN NEWS
UWE Conference and AGM in Winchester, June 2016
‘Aspiration, Advancement, Achievement’

he brilliant team at Winchester Women Graduates,
T
headed by Alternate Co-ordinator of European
Relations Sue Ouvry, successfully organised and hosted

more than eighty members and guests. The Royal Hotel is
ideally central and staying at the meeting venue proved
very convenient for delegates. Twenty five participants were
BFWG members or their guests so we were able to welcome
and greet visitors from Europe personally.

the legislation of the Court of Human Rights. (Full report is
available at: http://bfwg.org.uk/bfwg/index.php/bfwg-inaction/european/574-women-refugees-and-migrants)
That evening we had a Gala Dinner in the Priors’ Hall
where we saw Patrice and Edith in an animated discussion at
the top table. Professor Joy Carter addressed us, saying the
whole University sector was in mourning and faced a huge
financial shortfall as a result of Brexit but she assured us that
all in research were determined
to continue in collaboration with
European colleagues.
Workshops were interesting
and a full account of ‘The Blue
Web’ written by Catherine Pinion
and on ‘Romanian Women in
Business’ written by Susan Miles
can be found on the website.
On Sunday, we heard about
the ‘Advocates for Children’
charity with a presentation
‘Dare to Dream-from Aspiration
to Achievement’ by James
Larcombe, deputising for Gloria
Vessey.

Happy faces at the Conference (Photo: Roxana Petrescu)

Our first evening was a delightful reception given by the
Mayor of Winchester, Angela Rutter, in the Mayor’s Parlour at
Abbey House.
After being greeted next morning by UWE President Dr
Edith Lommerse and BFWG President Dr Gloria Banner the
‘3 x A’s’ in our theme were well illustrated by Christel Moor
as she told the history of the Hegg Hoffet Fund which helps
displaced academic refugee women who have the right to
remain in their new country by assisting them to resume
their careers. This is usually by paying for courses which
enable their qualifications to be recognised by the host
country; often help with language.
In spite of convening the day after the unexpected Brexit
the atmosphere was positive, if somewhat shocked! The
guest speaker was Catherine Bearder, MEP who left school at
fifteen, then forged a career in politics via volunteering at
Citizens’ Advice Bureau among other initiatives. She took a
constructive and positive attitude to Brexit but maintained
that MEPs should have been more fully involved in the prereferendum debate as many MPs had no correct knowledge of
how the European Parliament works. Much mis-information
had been distributed. (Full report by Robin Ketteringham
is available at: http://bfwg.org.uk/bfwg/index.php/bfwgin-action/european/575-report-on-speech-by-catherinebearder-at-uwe-agm)
After lunch, our own President-Elect Patrice WellesleyCole conducted a seminar on ‘Women Refugees and Migrants’
involving us in a fascinating quiz about prominent people
who are or were refugees. In her role as Immigration Judge,
she reminded us that, in spite of Brexit, Britain is still under
CER/UWE Representative 2016-2019

Jenny Morley BSc (Hons), Independent, jmorley@bfwg.org.uk
CIR/GWI Council Member 2015-2018

Cynthia Burek, c.burek@bfwg.org.uk

GWI (IFUW): 10 rue du Lac, 1207 Geneva, Switzerland
Tel: 00 41 22-731 23 80 Fax: 00 41 22-738 04 40
www.graduatewomen.org, Email: gwi@graduatewomen.org
Office hours: 08:30 - 17:30 Monday to Friday
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After coffee the formal part of the AGM took place and a
new Treasurer, but long-standing friend to many of us, Anneleis
Pierrot-Bultz, was elected. There was much concerned
discussion about the proposed doubling of capitation by
GWI. Germany had already left GWI and there was going to
be a re-grouping in the Netherlands for those who wished to
remain. A resolution was passed that UWE would adapt its
constitution for survival
whatever happened.
The Jans Gremée Award
commemorating the UWE
founding President was
presented to Dr Elizabeth
Poskitt OBE for her
work as a paediatrician
and co-founder of the
‘European
Childhood
Obesity Group’ as well as
her notable achievements
for graduate women as
Dr Elizabeth Poskitt receiving the
former President of IFUW
and BFWG and Chair award from Dr Edith Lommerse
(Photo: Aisha Alshawaf)
of
BFWG
Scholarship
Committee. (Full citation available at: http://bfwg.org.uk/
bfwg/images/downloads/2016%20UWE%20Web%20Info%20
JG%20Award%20to%20Dr%20Poskitt.pdf)
The venue for the next conference is Graz, Austria from
25th – 28th August 2017 and there is to be a ‘Meet and Greet’
in Syracuse, Sicily sometime next May. I will keep you posted!
Jenny Morley, CER
BFWG CIR Cynthia Burek with Sudha Srivastava
(Alternate CIR) and Veronica Caddy (Web Admin) organised
workshops on GWI Resolutions at BFWG AGM 2016 to find
out the members’ views and preferences on Resolutions as
well as to inform how the voting will work in Cape Town.
Cynthia Burek, Jenny Morley, Christel Moor, Susan Miles
and Elizabeth Poskitt were the delegates from BFWG at
the GWI Triennial Conference 2016. Cynthia Burek is

appointed Convener of the Fellowships Committee
at GWI. Congratulations! Report on the GWI Conference

will be published in the next edition of this News.

Research Presentations Day 2016

O

n 14 May 2016, student
researchers
and
BFWG
members met at the BFWG office
for a very interesting annual event
- the Research Presentations Day. Dr
Elizabeth Poskitt did the introduction
to the day followed by fascinating
presentations on different topics
by PhD students from various
universities.
From
Housework,
Science and Empowerment in
Britain 1870-1914 to the impact of
mobile applications on persons with
dementia, we heard about wide
ranging current issues and the hope
for a brighter future to which these
studies will contribute.
Lunch was the time to network
and have one to one conversations
exploring the research in more detail
and getting to know one another in
a relaxed and informal way. The judges had a very difficult Brandi Hill (second from right) and Elizabeth Poskitt (fourth from
decision choosing one presentation for the award since all right) with other research presenters (Photos: Sudha Srivastava)
presentations were to such high standards. Finally, Brandi
Hill from Swansea University was selected as a winner of in authoritative positions and examining their governmental
the day with her presentation entitled – ‘A study of Royal influence which made it possible for a female to rule ancient
Female power and political influence in Ancient Egypt: Egypt without a male counterpart.
The day was well attended and very well organised.
understanding Neferuptah and Sobekneferu of the Twelfth
Dynasty’. Her research explores the political presence of Thanks to everyone – organisers and audience – for making it
all the Twelfth Dynasty royal women by interpreting their a big success as always.
surviving representations as elevations of their royal statuses
Sudha Srivastava, GLAWG
th

BFWG Scholarship (Academic Award) Winners 2016: Total money awarded is £35,000
Award Holder

Institute

Awarded

Title of Research

Rebecca INGLE

School of Chemistry, University of
Bristol

Margaret K B Day
Scholarship - £6000

Comparing and contrasting gas and liquid
phase photochemistry

Sangseraima
UJEED

The Oriental Institute, University of
Oxford

J Barbara Northend
Scholarship - £6000

Mapping the lineages of Tibetan Buddhism:
study of the Thob yig gsal ba’i me long (“The
clear mirror of the records of teachings
received”) of Za-ya Pandita Blo-bzang’phrinlas

Leen van
BROECK

Classics Department, Royal
Holloway, University of London

Marjorie Shaw
Scholarship - £4000

People, place and power in Tacitus

Lucy HINNIE

School of Literatures, Languages and Caroline Spurgeon
Cultures, University of Edinburgh
Scholarship - £4000

Negotiating the querelle des femmes in the
Bannatyne MS c. 1568

Veronika WITZKE Department of Mathematics, City
University, London

Mary Kearsley
Scholarship - £4000

Shear flow instabilities in stellar objects:
linear stability and non-linear evolution

Andrea
STRAKOVA

Department of Veterinary Medicine,
University of Cambridge

Ruth Bowden
Scholarship - £3000

Genome diversity and evolution in canine
transmissible venereal tumour

Lucy WHELAN

Department of History of Art,
University of Oxford

Beryl Mavis Green
Scholarship - £3000

Painting as philosophy: the late work of
Pierre Bonnard (1867 – 1947)

Celine JOURNOT

Department of Physics, University of
Oxford

Johnstone and
Florence Stoney
Studentship - £2500

DNA structures in interaction with lipid
bilayer

Sheharbano
KHATTAK

Computer Laboratory, University of
Cambridge

Mary Bradburn
Scholarship - £2500

An investigation into the consequences of
internet censorship

M

y name is Bethany White and I am a doctoral student in History at Oxford University. My research
focuses on working-class women’s experiences of higher education between 1965 and 1975. I
am looking for women who attended a higher education institution during this time period, who would
have thought of themselves as ‘working-class’ (even if they no longer do!), and who would be willing to
take part in an informal interview about their experiences. If you would be interested in participating,
please email me at bethany.white@history.ox.ac.uk where I can provide you with more information and
answer any questions. I also have a website - www.workingclassuniversitywomen.wordpress.com, with
more details about the project. Thank you for your interest!
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BFWG AGM & CONFERENCE 2016

T

Business Sessions

he first business session of the 2016 BFWG AGM was held
in the congenial surroundings of the large teaching room
at Denman College. The President, Gloria Banner, welcomed
everybody to the meeting, Susan Miles gave apologies for absence
and the Minutes from the 2015 AGM were approved and signed.
Written reports were received and approved from the Finance
Committee, Advisers, Coordinators, Regional Representatives
and BFWG Associations.
President, Gloria Banner, reviewed the highlights of
the 2015/16 year: the successful Seminar in November at
Westminster ‘A Woman’s Right to Entrepreneurship’; the
meeting with Regional Representatives in March to consider ways
of further involving Independents in BFWG life; the successful
Cambridge Day for Independents, organised by Pam Gavin and
the UWE weekend at Winchester, organised by Sue Ouvry and
Heather Hawkes.
The Finance Report was clearly put together and explained
by Jennie Landsberg, Chair of the Finance Committee. Expenses
are down. A leaflet for University students has been produced.
Goldwins were reappointed as Auditors. Catherine Pinion has
been elected to the Finance Committee.
Gillian Roche and Bridget Andrews have been contacting past
Scholarship winners with regard to their support in helping BFWG
grow and have been encouraged by the many positive replies. VP
Aisha Alshawaf has organised meetings of GLAWG which have
been interesting and well-received. She would like to see more
Independents attending them.
Sudha Srivastava was congratulated on her development of
‘News’. Veronica Cubitt-Caddy was congratulated on her work
with communications and she organised a website workshop for
users later in the day. To help Independents, all LAs are being
asked to send details of their programmes, to be put on the
website. Sue Ouvry reported that Professor Joyce Goodman
has been elected to the Sybil Campbell Collection Trust as an
Honorary Trustee.
This Business Session was efficiently handled and good
humoured with comments and questions being clearly and
promptly answered: a good start to the Conference.
Jean Cockling, Reading

W

Conference Dinner

hile articles on the subject are fairly common in the
UK press it is relatively rare to hear the reality of
the fight for an education at first hand. This is what Zainab
Hussaini, the PhD student being sponsored at Chester University
by BFWG, brought to her audience at her after-dinner speech
at the 2016 AGM.
Here is a story with a twist - that of a girl born to Afghan
parents who were forced to flee to Iran, where Zainab was
born and brought up. She was able to take her education for
granted until, suddenly, after her first year at university in
Tehran, she and her fellow non Iranian students were told that
they should go back to Afghanistan and bring Afghan passport
and visa. Protest was useless and she found herself in the
country of her birth about which she knew little.
It is a tribute to her resilience and a source of inspiration
to those listening that she was able to pick herself up and,
as featured in the last News,
discover how best to achieve her
goal. The statistics for Afghan
women tell the tale - they form
over 48% of the population yet
the literacy rate is under 13% as
opposed to 43% for men. Among
university students in 2013 28%
were women but female faculty
members only made up 18.2%.
Even those women students
who do obtain qualifications
lack job opportunities because
of the male dominated society Zainab at Conference Dinner
and the barriers to obtaining
(Photo: Jenny Morley)
postgraduate degrees.
Zainab is examining how studying STEM subjects (few
Afghan women opt for these) in the West could affect these
barriers, what resilience strategies women could adopt and
what types of institutional policies and strategies can empower
women in the workplace and increase their resilience. Power
to her elbow!
Gail Sagar, VP

AGM Workshops
Website Re-design

T

here was a good attendance of members keen to
improve their IT knowledge at our Web Administrator,
Veronica Caddy’s workshop on the Saturday afternoon.
Veronica had been thinking of different ways to re-design our
website and had reached the point of welcoming members’
wishes and opinions also, hence the workshop.
Veronica started by opening the Canadian Federation of
University Women’s (CFUW) website, the impact of which was
clear and colourful and stated the sort of topics any inquirer
might want e.g. how to join, mission statement, significant
occasions past and future. Mention was made about the
inclusion of a “story of the month” featuring a past winner
of a scholarship, together with a picture etc. Naturally,
permission would be needed before using this sort of material
on a website.
With the CFUW website in mind, there was much discussion
as to how we could re-design our own. It was felt that ours
needed to be more focussed by being less wordy. What was
required was a Members’ Area with a simple login, bigger text
and perhaps a change of font as the current use of white text
on a sky blue background did not make for particularly easy
reading. That said, our own logo colours would remain as they
are.
This was an enjoyable two-way session and we look forward
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to seeing how Veronica will formulate the interchange of ideas
expressed.
Heather Hawkes, North London & South Herts

O

STEM Careers

ne of the workshops at the National AGM was to
study the Resolution on STEM careers. The resolution
itself was the product of ideas and comments submitted by
many members after a resolution on the same topic had not
been able to be taken at the 2015 AGM. Both sessions of the
workshop were well attended and greatly benefitted from the
presence of members who had experience in the subject. We
also welcomed the input from one of our previous scholarship
winners, Janet Bultitude, who had responded to the invitation
in the letter - sent out by Gillian Roche to attend the workshop
session.
The first workshop started by examining an amendment
proposed by the Leeds Association, but after careful
consideration it was agreed that the original resolution was
closer to what was required. This was then examined in detail
and some further amendments were proposed and agreed. The
second session looked at the range of possible actions that had
been suggested as part of the resolution and after discussion
it was agreed that rather than going down the traditional
route of the Federation writing to the Government, we should
first educate ourselves on the underlying issues and find out

AGM Workshops Cont’d...
what other bodies already active in the field were doing, and
whether we could help or support. Informally it was proposed
that this was something that might be taken forward as a
project by a small group of people leading on the suggested
action, and enlisting the support of others as required.
Gill Ramsay, North Eastern Association

Mental Health Services

C

hanged procedures of having discussion prior to the day
of voting for the resolutions were widely welcomed.

Lincoln and Lincolnshire LA had prepared their resolution
on Mental Health Services well and had received amendments
on the wording. The discussion was well attended and clearly
the thrust of the resolution was that they were seeking parity
of esteem with physical health services.
Several members provided personal stories in support and
there was strong criticism about the variation of provision and
waiting times across the country. Recent press coverage of the
increased need of mental health services for all age groups
makes this a widely recognised concern that demands support
from all of us.
Monica Dodds, VP

Relationship Education

T

he text agreed at the workshop was:

The British Federation of Women Graduates urges
Her Majesty’s Government and the Welsh Government to
give priority to an investigation into the effectiveness of
the present provision of personal and social education in our
schools, particularly with regard to sex and relationships.
In other words, the resolution, as amended by Leeds LA,
was shortened, and the suggestions as to how the action was
to be carried out moved to the supporting statement.
In my opinion, this was a very successful exercise in reaching
consensus. Both groups discussed the resolution constructively,
and brought specialist knowledge to the discussion. They
agreed that the resolution should recognize existing provision,
but also that the application of the current guidelines is very
patchy, and the thrust of the resolution should be to gather
data on this, with a view to raising standards everywhere to
match current best practice.
Susan Miles, Independent

Independents’ Day, 20th May 2016

T

he visits to the Botanic Gardens and the Fitzwilliam
Museum, both institutions of the University of
Cambridge, were organised by Pam Gavin, Independent, with
the support of Christine Christopher, Regional Representative
and the members of the Eastern Region. The event was
designed for the benefit of all Independents and open to any
LA members interested.
Visit to the Botanic Gardens:
For the morning session, a dozen of the members and friends
who had booked met at the Garden Cafe for refreshments,
giving plenty of time to get to know one another. Two excellent
volunteer guides provided by the Botanic Gardens, took us in
separate groups for an hour and a half round the 40 acres of
gardens, which were opened in 1846. The Garden is Grade II*
heritage-listed, with many beds, displaying plants by group,
season or use, and the best arboretum in the region.
The Botanic Garden also works with other science
departments to grow and develop plants for research. Of
particular interest was the P2P (Plant to Power) Solar Hub
which aims to generate electric current from plant power;
electrons produced as a by-product of photosynthesis and
metabolic activity are converted to electric current. The
Jerusalem artichokes grown for research into DNA by Watson
and Crick are still cultivated there, as are many other plants
for research. Both groups met for a very pleasant lunch in the
Café.

Group at Botanic Garden (Photo: Hazel Harrison)

The afternoon ended with refreshments and a chance to
review the possibilities for a similar event in the future.
Christine Christopher, Norfolk and Norwich
Main points for the future organisation of Independents’
Days were:
•

Making the event open to all members, Independent
or otherwise, was thought to be a good idea, as one
of the objects is to bring together members from
different LAs.

•

There was some discussion of possible venues, but
no conclusions reached as to whether rural or urban
destinations would attract more members.

•

Planning should bear in mind the copy dates for News,
as this is still an important way to notify members of
forthcoming events.

•

Accessibility of the venue is important; some members
commented on the difficulty of parking in Cambridge
while others emphasised the desirability of venues
that are accessible by public transport. In this context,
early notice of the details of the day is vital if members
are to buy cheap travel tickets.

Hazel Harrison, Norfolk and Norwich
Visit to the Fitzwilliam Museum:
This was an optional visit arranged for the afternoon and
most members attended. We were able to visit the galleries
close to the Foyer before we were due to enter the ‘Death
on the Nile’ exhibition. The exhibition was very atmospheric,
black walls and small sections with the exhibits and information
sheets easy to view. Having just been immersed in a series of
books about the Ancient Egyptians being read by my grandson
in New Zealand, I found it fascinating to read about Anubis,
Osiris and others who appear in these stories for children!
There was a wealth of information for amateur Egyptologists.

Susan Miles, Independent
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Bulletin Board

BFWG Honorary Membership for Sheila Stevens

Previous BFWG Vice-President, Sheila Stevens set up the first BFWG website,
the first Southern Region Website, the first LA websites (not only Winchester’s)
and she has done so with such good grace and lack of fuss that we may all have
taken her for granted. A former President of Winchester Association, Sheila has
quite simply launched us in the cyber space and kept the ship afloat. She was
our Website Administrator from the start and we relied on her utterly. She set
up the membership database (so replacing the old inaccurate spreadsheet) and
the new archive database. It’s always been a case of “Sheila will sort it!” She
is continually helping to resolve various computer problems for so many of us.
(excerpts from the Winchester LA letter to President)
A very well deserving Sheila Stevens was awarded BFWG Honorary Membership
at UWE Conference 2016. Congratulations!
Sheila (R) with President Gloria Banner (Photo: Aisha Alshawaf)

GLAWG Event

Monday 14 November 2016
th

Soroptimist Hotel, 63 Bayswater Road, 18:00 - 20:00
Speaker: Dr Lucy Thorne on ‘Fighting Viruses:
from the winter vomiting bug to Ebola’
Coffee and Tea available
Cost: Members/Guests £6 (on arrival)

Westminster Seminar
Sponsor: Rt Hon. Baroness Jay of Paddington
House of Lords, Tuesday 15th November 2016

‘Opportunity Partnership Empowerment’
Programme
Seminar

14:00 – 15:30
Speaker:
Mrs Anne Lonsdale, Chair of CARA Trustees (Council
for At-Risk Academics)
15:30 Afternoon Tea
Cost: Seminar and Tea £35.50, Seminar only £15.50
Refunds will not be given. Arrangements about possible
morning visits will be circulated if enough interest is
shown. The Seminar will be held in Committee Room
G and tea will be available afterwards in the Attlee
Room for those who choose to stay.
Please make your booking by 30th September. Forms
and more details can be found in Spring/Summer News
and on the BFWG website

Sybil Campbell Annual Lecture
Tuesday 15th November 2016

University Women’s Club, 2 Audley Square,
London WIY 6DB
18:00 Arrival, sandwiches and drinks, 18:30 Lecture
£18, Postgraduate students £10

Speaker: Sian Roberts

‘The educational activism of Geraldine Cadbury and
Margaret Backhouse’
Please apply by 31st October, giving names of guests and
enclosing SAE and cheque made payable to ‘University of
Winchester’; write on the back ‘Attention Dr S Spencer’.
Post to: Dr S Spencer, Faculty of Education, Health and
Social Care, University of Winchester, West Hill, Winchester
Hants. SO22 4NR, Tel: 01962 827125
Anyone wishing to have dinner at the club after the
lecture should book and pay directly with the club
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Eastern Region AGM

Saturday 25th February 2017
Further details in Winter News

Mercia and Wales Regional AGM
Saturday 4th March 2017

10:30 for 11:15 start
Venue: Bishop Allenby’s Hall, St. Stephen’s Church,
St. Stephens Street, Worcester WR3 7HS
Speaker: Alison Snowdon, an auctioneer and valuer
Topic: “ArtDeco - The Roaring 1920s and the
Depression-era 1930s”
Lunch will be at 13:00 to be followed by the Business
Meeting. Closure will be at approximately 15:30
More details in Winter News

Southern Region AGM

Saturday 25th March 2017
International Hotel, Ashford
Further details in Winter News

Northern Region AGM

Saturday 25th March 2017
Lincoln (Lincoln & Lincolnshire LA)
Further details in Winter News

Keep the Date
Canterbury and District Association are organising
a symposium on Saturday 13th May 2017, entitled
Positive Aspects of Ageing: Challenge the Stereotypes.
It will be held at Canterbury Christ Church University
where we held a previous AGM. We have prestigious
speakers from there and from Kent University. We look
forward to welcoming members and guests as it will be
open to all. Full details will be in the next issue of News.
Christel Moor, President – Canterbury and District

BFWG News is printed on
FSC (Forest Stewardship Council)
certified paper

BRITISH FEDERATION OF WOMEN GRADUATES
PROGRAMME: AUTUMN NEWS 2016
Please visit BFWG website regularly for event updates.

2016 Diary Dates
29 September		
8 October		
7-9 October		
22 October		
22 October		
8 November		
14 November		
			
15 November		
			
15 November 		
			
16 November		
3 December		

NCW ‘Seminar on End of Life Issues’ at the Orange Studios, 7 Cannon St Birmingham, B2 5EP
Management Team Meeting, BFWG HQ
NCW Conference 2016 at the Bannatyne Hotel, Durham
North West Academic Day, 10:00-16:00 Hollins Hay Hotel, New Brighton
IrFUW Annual Conference, (hosted by UCD Graduate Association, Venue tbc)
Finance Meeting, BFWG HQ
GLAWG talk on ‘Fighting Viruses’ Speaker: Lucy Thorne, 18:00 – 20:00 at The Soroptimist 		
Hotel, 63 Bayswater Road
Westminster Seminar 14:00-17:00 House of Lords, ‘Opportunity Partnership Empowerment 		
for Academic Refugees’ Mrs Anne Lonsdale (CARA)
Sybil Campbell Collection Lecture 18:00 for 18:30 at the University Women’s Club ‘The 		
educational activism of Geraldine Cadbury and Margaret Backhouse’ Speaker: Sian Roberts
Scholarship Fund Trustees Meeting
International Meeting London, Reports from GWI Conference, Venue & details to follow

2017 Diary Dates
9 February
25 February		
25 February		
4 March			
11 March 		
25 March 		
25 March 		
13 May			
			
May			
6 June			
21-23 July		
24-27 August 		

Finance Meeting, BFWG HQ
Management Team Meeting, tbc
Eastern Region AGM, venue tbc
Mercia and Wales Regional AGM, Bishop Allenby’s Hall, Worcester WR3 7HS
Executive Meeting, BFWG HQ
Northern Region AGM, Lincoln (Lincoln and Lincolnshire LA)
Southern Region AGM, International Hotel, Ashford Kent
Canterbury & District LA Symposium on ‘Positive Aspects of Ageing: Challenge the 			
Stereotypes’ at Canterbury Christ Church University
UWE ‘Meet and Greet’, Sicily (invitation from Fildus, Syracuse), Details to follow
Finance Meeting BFWG HQ
BFWG National AGM and Conference, Collingwood College, Durham, Details to follow
UWE AGM and Conference in Graz Austria, Details to follow

BFWG CHARITABLE FOUNDATION FfWG (Funds
for Women Graduates)

A

t a brief ceremony in Glasgow University’s Hunterian
Museum on 29th February, John Matthews, immediate
past Chairman of FfWG, presented two silver quaichs to the
University.
The quaichs had been presented to Frances Melville at the
end of the 1930s by the London alumnae of the University of
St Andrews where Miss Melville had been Warden of University
Hall (then a residence for ladies) early in her career. However,
she went on to be Mistress of Queen Margaret College in
Glasgow from 1909 until 1935 and it was in this role that she
played a prominent part in fostering university education for
women. Her contributions in this sphere were recognised by
the award of an honorary LL.D by Glasgow University in 1927
and an OBE in 1935.
The quaichs were given by Miss Melville to Crosby Hall,
the Residential Hall for women students in Chelsea which for
many years was at the heart of the activities of the British
Federation of University Women (Later re-named the British
Federation of Women Graduates). Sadly, Crosby Hall became
too expensive to maintain and it was sold, with a large
portion of the selling price being used to establish the BFWG
Charitable Foundation. It was at that time that the quaichs
became the property of FfWG.

The Governors of
FfWG decided that,
if there was a natural
home for these two
pieces
of
historic
silver, it was Glasgow
University and they
are delighted that the
Hunterian Museum was
happy to accept them
L-R: Prof David Gaimster, Susan
for its silver collection.
Ferguson and John Matthews
They were received on
(Photo: Glasgow University)
behalf of the University
by Professor David Gaimster, Director of The Hunterian and
Susan Ferguson, Head of Marketing and Communications,
who stood in for Professor Anne Anderson, Vice-Principal of
Glasgow University whose husband had become seriously ill.
The BFWG Charitable Foundation, now known as FfWG
(Funds for Women Graduates) provides grants totalling around
£200,000 per year to women, normally in the final year of
their PhD, who are encountering serious financial difficulties
likely to prejudice their studies. The women can be of any
nationality but must be studying in a British institution of
higher education.
John Matthews OBE

										

