
Caroline Singh is a woman in a very male dominated 
technical industry. She is a sound recordist for 

television dramas and documentaries. She worked on 
such well-known programmes as ‘Lewis’ and ‘Silent 
Witness’ as an assistant and is now the lead for the series 
‘Cuckoo’. When she started she was the only woman in 
this role and now is one of only three in the industry.

As the conference speaker, Caroline explained her 
career and the way in which some men helped her and gave 
her confidence, while others did not. She demonstrated 
the operation of the boom for the microphone and 
showed how this is one way she gained recognition for 
reliability when assisting the lead recordist. Days are 
long and often require considerable travel to shoots in all 
weathers and all conditions, but she loves it and would 
not be anywhere else.

Caroline showed us the complexities of her tools of 
the trade including the wide variety of microphones 
which are needed for the differing studios and sets. This 
may include hiding them in the ceiling or in clothing, 
while ensuring that this does not rustle or impede clear 
sound nor upset the actors. On location radio mikes may 
be used and in some circumstances all equipment needs 
to be carried. She must have her own equipment and the 
‘rig’ she brought to show us is worth a considerable sum.

Caroline gave 
a fascinating 
insight into a 
technical world 
the results of 
which we all 
watch but of 
which we know 
little. Without 
saying so, she 
showed that as 
well as being 
knowledgeable, 
she must be 
e f f i c i e n t , 
r e l i a b l e , 
tactful, patient, 
m e t i c u l o u s 
and strong. She also confirmed that Kevin Whately is as 
charming off screen as he is on screen.

Christel Moor, Canterbury

Caroline Singh: Woman in a Man’s world - Keynote Speaker at the AGM & Conference 2018
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Pictured Left: BFWG President holding the trophy at the Gala 
dinner (photo courtesy of Jenny Morley) with UWE VP Pina 
Foti and hostess, Gabriella Anselmi, the Italian President and 
outgoing UWE President Edith Lommerse with other BFWG 
members. The trophy reads:

UWE Award 2018 University Women of Europe
BFWG UWE Association of the Year

Rome, June 23rd, 2018

‘Yesterday’s Frontiers, Tomorrow’s Horizons’: Historical Moment - BFWG the first NFA 
to become UWe (University Women of europe) Association of the Year

Pictured Right: 
BFWG AGM 

cake cutting 
to celebrate 

UWE Award and 
Perfecting the 

Art of Friendship 
(Photo: Barbara 

Jackson)
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Dear members, greetings for the 
new academic year!

First and foremost, my sincere 
thanks to all the members who had sent 
blessings/cards/gifts for my baby girl, 
named ‘Riyaanshi’ (meaning – a cheerful 
person). I am overwhelmed with all your 
love and care. motherhood is a blessing!

As I write this editorial with my 1.5 
months old daughter lying in her crib next 
to me and the five year old starting the 
new school term, I realise how busy life 
is! but, I also realise the crucial role of 
women nurturing and guiding the next generation towards greater equality, justice 
and prosperity. As compassionate women, we aim for work-life balance. Wow! 
From where do we get the strength of multitasking? I extend my appreciation and 
a round of applause to all the women contributing to educate girls and cultivating 
values and dreams for the future. I continue to support/contribute all the work 
bFWg is doing in the direction to help empower women. ‘If we educate a girl, we 
educate the future.’ We have come a long way and still have a long way to go, 
bFWg!

Coming to this edition, we report in detail about the Agm and Conference at 
Denman. I am happy to have successfully completed six years (two full terms) of 
my first BFWG role - Alternate Coordinator of International Relations (CIR) - in July. 
Thanks to Jenny morley, then bFWg President, who encouraged me to apply for 
this role as it fitted my interest and degree in Politics and International Relations.

We also report on the UWE Agm in Rome where bFWg made history by receiving 
the first UWE Association of the Year award. Congratulations to all of us! Also, 
congratulations to the Canterbury Association for completing 50 successful years! 
We pay tribute to our long serving member, Julia bannister. may her soul rest in 
peace.

There will be three bFWg Regions now – Northern, Central and Southern – 
please see the spring meeting dates on the bulletin page of this News. Also, see 
attached 2018-2019 programmes sheet with this edition. What a great start to the 
year with a celebration of 100 years of suffrage, in manchester on 22nd September 
followed by a careers event at LSE on 10th October (details on the bulletin page).

I would like to re-iterate - please send me your local meetings/events news and 
pictures. Also, a polite reminder to please send succinct articles in word document 
format and high resolution pictures in jpeg. Do visit the new BFWG website and 
keep yourself updated with other social media pages of bFWg - Facebook, Twitter 
and LinkedIn. See you around. Happy reading!

Sudha Srivastava, Editor

DATA PROTECTION
All members' data provided to bFWg is held 
and processed according to the general Data 
Protection Regulation 2018, and is only used for 
the purpose of bFWg administration and business. 
A privacy statement is available on the bFWg 

website.

In Memory: Julia Bannister
Julia bannister died in July after a short illness. A loyal 

and very hard-working member of bFWg for many years, she 
was bFUW Treasurer for two terms as well as a leading light 
in the Southend-on-Sea Association. She continued to serve on 
the Finance Committee and was bFWg representative at the 
National Council of Women. A regular attender at meetings 
first at Crosby Hall and later Mandeville Courtyard she was 
supportive of all those who took office - a firm friend.

Julia served several terms as member of the IFUW Committee on Finance. There, 
her dedication to reviewing accounts and to other work of the Committee was 
illuminated by a financial understanding gained during a lifetime in accountancy. 
These skills were greatly admired by other members of the Committee and the 
Officers at IFUW Headquarters. As is only appropriate professional performance 
for an accountant, Julia’s financial advice always erred on the side of caution. 
Such advice was simply a reflection of her dedication to the survival of IFUW 
however uncertain the Federation’s financial future might have seemed at times.

Julia took advantage of BFWG travel opportunities joining visits to Russia, 
Thailand and the baltic States. She was a Federation’s delegate at several 
IFUW conferences to which she travelled with her mother, mary, who was also a 
Federation member.

Christel Moor (Canterbury) and Elizabeth Poskitt (Liverpool)
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President’s Letter

Dear members,

‘The harder you work, the luckier you become’. This 
adage is most apposite in the post Conference season as we 
plan for what we hope will be a productive year. Welcome 
to the month of September, the beginning of a new year 
after what was generally held to be a constructive and 
‘frictionless’ Agm that will change the way we work. The 
resolution on the Regions was carried along with the one 
on campus groups. We have a new mT (management Team) 
continuing to work on last year’s Federation theme of 
‘Representative Women’. This is now a new chapter and a 
new page in the annals of bFWg History.

This is against a backdrop of a possible ‘no deal brexit’ 
and, internationally, rising tension over tariffs. Domestically, 
a potential trade war would impact all of us economically. 
Immigration, violence in our prisons, the increase in 
stabbings on the streets of London and mental health issues, 
such as depression, are matters that concern us all.

‘The Sun shines/shone on the righteous’ at Julia 
bannister’s funeral on 3/8/18 at Westcliff-on-Sea United 
Reform Church. Christel moor, myself, barbara Jackson and 
Pam Davies joined by Rosalie Brentnall stayed for the funeral 
repast on a bright summer day in Southend and just across the 
road from the beach. In his tribute, Julia’s brother michael 
stressed how important bFWg was to her as was her Church 
- two staunch families. Two of us at this celebration of her 
life at the Roslin beach Hotel at Thorpe Esplanade, Thorpe 
bay, were approached by a one-time member and asked 
about the relevance of bFWg and what we were doing about 
forced marriage. may I remind members that this issue, early 
marriage, VAW (Violence Against Women) and Fgm, inter alia, 
are all matters that gWI has taken up and we are involved in 
through our consultative status with the Commission on the 
Status of Women (CSW), the United Nations Economic and 
Social Council (ECOSOC) and the UN Human Rights Council 
which are focused on eradicating these practices. A regular 
reading of gWI Update and ‘In Focus’ bears this out and you 
will have noticed that gWI’s emphasis is now on the plight of 
‘Indigenous women’, a CSW theme in march this year at the 
UN 2018. We must not forget this international advocacy is 
very much part of our mandate and, when responding to our 
critics, should enhance our profile.

There has been a call from the gWI Resolutions Committee 
for Resolutions from NFAs for the gWI 33rd Triennial and 
Centenary which will take place in geneva at the University 

from 25th-28th July 
2019. The deadline 
for submissions 
is 2/2/19, six 
months prior to 
the Conference 
which has the 
theme of ‘Peace 
through Education 
in the World’. 
gWI President 
geeta Desai has 
emphasised that 
recruitment is 
for every bFWg 
member, that it 
is incumbent on 
all members to 
recruit, and I might 
add, to serve 
the Federation, 
should you wish to 
do so, or donate 
(see the donate buttons on the website). You will observe 
in ‘News’ where vacancies are published, there are ample 
opportunities for your talents from Trustee to representative 
to the NCW (National Council of Women).

Sheila Stevens has asked me to raise the issue of bFWg 
email addresses. Please let office@bfwg.org.uk know if 
you change your email address and ensure your server is 
not blacklisting these bFWg emails. Are you getting the 
President’s monthly emails from the bFWg email? 

You will have noticed from my last monthly Newsletter 
the joint event in London with LSE on 10th October 2018 on 
‘Women’s early careers in Academia’. This is open to all 
BFWG members, not just the Greater London Association. 

Above is a photo of VP gail Sagar and myself at the 
buckingham Palace garden party on 5th June, 2018 courtesy 
of gail’s husband, mr. Dari Sagar.

Let us step up to all the challenges that confront us, re-
energised, re-invigorated and re-charged in the coming year.

best Wishes. may all our endeavours be richly blessed for 
what promises to be an exciting year.

Patrice Wellesley-Cole, President

Patrice Wellesley-Cole (R) with Gail 
Sagar at Buckingham Palace Garden Party   

(Photo: Dari Sagar)

My Father’s War Memoirs  

Not everyone volunteers for the Special Operations Executive (SOE) during World War II, is captured by mistake by 
the gestapo in Tunis, survives interrogation and eventually becomes a hostage to be used by the Nazis as part of a 

last resort. Yet this is exactly what “The Gestapo’s Most Improbable Hostage” is about.

The man concerned, Squadron 
Leader ‘mallory’ as he was known in 
SOE, Hugh mallory Falconer in civilian 
life, was my father and I am the 
daughter mentioned. He wrote the 
book decades after the War but died of 
cancer in Rhodesia in early 1980 with 
no longer a prospect of publication in 
South Africa. The Foreword which I 
wrote, explains the incredible delay to 
final publication in July 2018, 38 years 
later.

bear in mind when reading that this 
man was a professional engineer, very 
resourceful, determined to harass the 
enemy and graced with optimism.

Evelyn Campbell Smith (née Falconer), BFWG Liverpool
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InTeRnATIOnAL And eUROPeAn neWS 

CER/CIR UWE Representative 2016-2019
Jenny Morley, jmmorley@bfwg.org.uk

The Annual General Meeting and Conference of the University Women of europe

Ten bFWg members plus an 
accompanying husband were 

in Rome, at the Spazio Europa, on 
22nd and 23rd June for this meeting 
organised by FILDIS (Federazione 
Italiana Laureate): University 
Women of Rome. The Conference 
Theme was ‘Women in STEm 
Professions: challenges-support-
education’.

The Speakers were Elisabetta 
Strickland, a professor of 
mathematics at the University 
of Tor Vergata in Rome who 
reminded us that overall only 20% 
of professors were female but an 
even lower percentage in biology 
and maths. And, only half of the 
female population know how to 
use a computer. She mentioned 
two significant Italian women physicists - Fabiola Gianotti, 
Director of CERN at the time of discovery of the Higgs 
boson and marica branchesi, renowned for her work on 
gravitational waves. She commended the setting up ‘girls 
who Code’ in the UK.

Later we heard from an Italian Physicist Dr marcella 
Diemoz, Head of the Rome Section of the National Institute 
of Nuclear Research and Research manager for the study 
of fundamental particle interactions, which aims to model 
the nature of the start of the universe. She referred to the 
‘leaky pipeline’ we are so familiar with: more girls entering 
university and obtaining first degrees, fewer going on to 
research degrees and even fewer entering academic life or 
obtaining top jobs.

Our own Professor Cynthia Burek (the first Professor 
of geo-conservation in the world!) addressed us in her 
customary engaging manner, including a resumé of the 
struggles of the early women geographers for admission to 
the Royal geographical Society.

We also heard from a successful professional entertainer 
and singer who said that hers is such a ‘high-tech’ industry 
these days she had to be skilled in audio techniques.

The nine, albeit interesting, speakers, unfortunately 
left us little time to digest and interact with them through 
questions.

At the Agm, the following day, we heard that the UWE 
President had visited the Israel Association, which would 
like to be considered for membership of UWE. The Israeli 
Association may offer a friendship visit. Scotland will be 
offering a friendship visit next may. UWE now has twenty 
member organisations with Sweden as the newest member. 
The same membership fee of 1 euro per capita was agreed. 
CERs gave power point presentations reporting on their 
association’s activity. (See bFWg website for mine)

It was announced that the british Federation had been 
chosen as the ‘UWe Association of 2018’. The criteria had 
been announced by Edith Lommerse, President of UWE, on 

her visit to our International meeting at the end of April, and 
she thought we fulfilled these so suggested we apply.

The award was presented at the gala Dinner held at a 
roof-top restaurant on the final evening of the meeting. 
(pictured on the front page of this News)

After the Conference, some 
of us went on to a delightful 
visit to Tivoli, Hadrian’s Villa 
and Villa d’Este which was 
a perfect antidote to sitting 
inside all weekend.

The UWE Agm in 2019 will 
be in geneva within the gWI 
Triennial meeting celebrating 
100 years.

I would be delighted to hear 
(jmmorley@bfwg.org.uk) from 
any member hoping to attend 
as we may be able to negotiate 
group reductions for travel.

Jenny M Morley, CER/CIR

GWI (IFUW): 48, Chemin du Grand-Montfleury CH-1290,
Versoix, geneva, Switzerland 

www.graduatewomen.org, Email: gwi@graduatewomen.org 
Office hours: 08:30 - 17:30 monday to Friday 

Anne Negre- New UWE 
President

(Photo: Jenny Morley)

I have been the Convenor of the Hegg-Hoffet Fund 
Committee since 2014 and due to complete my term 
at the gWI Conference in geneva in 2019. To assist 
the hand-over to a new convenor, the gWI board have 
agreed for me to pass the baton to Terry Oudraad of the 
Netherlands but remain on the Committee until next 
year to support her. I shall continue to be an ambassador 
for the work of the Fund and will co-ordinate money 
raised for it by bFWg.

This year I took £450 from Winchester and 
Canterbury Associations to the UWE meeting where I 
passed it to a geneva member to take directly to gWI 
and avoid bank charges. This year, I already have £150 
from our Conference bring and buy and £100 from North 
Eastern Association. I shall be happy to receive further 
collections to take next summer.

Christel Moor, Canterbury and District

BFWG Delegates at the UWE AGM

Hegg-Hoffet Fund Update
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BFWG Prize (Academic Award) Winners 2018: Total money awarded is £32,500

Award Holder Institute Awarded Title of Research
georgia 
HASELDINE

Queen mary University of London beryl mavis green 
Prize - £4500

Portraiture and the radical parliamentary 
reform movement 1760 – 1820

Isadora URRUTIA 
STEINERT

University of bristol Eila Campbell Prize  
- £4500 

An-other road: Route 5, materiality, mobility 
and Chilean identity discourses

Tina bEALE University of Reading mary bradburn Prize 
- £4500 

The property tax collector: taxpayer and 
the compliance equilibrium. A case study on 
property tax compliance among residential 
property taxpayers in three Jamaican parishes

Anna BIBBY University of bristol Ruth bowden Prize
- £4500

A Trial of Intra-pleural immune Therapy in 
mesothelioma (the TILT trial): a feasibility 
study using the trial within a cohort 
methodology 

Catherine 
WEDDERbURN

London School of Hygiene & Tropical 
medicine 

Johnstone and 
Florence Stoney 
Prize  - £4500

Neurodevelopmental effects of HIV and ART 
exposure: a prospective neuroimaging study 
of uninfected children born to HIV-infected 
mothers 

Olga 
BURKHARDT-
VETTER

University of St Andrews betty Heinemann 
Prize - £2000

Towards the ethics of response: healing 
and reconciliation after mass atrocity 
and genocide in the cases of Distomo and 
Auschwitz-Birkenau

Liana CHASE School of Oriental and Asian Studies Kathleen Hall Prize 
- £2000

Shifting ecologies of care in post-earthquake 
Nepal: an ethnography of psychiatric 
humanitarian practice

martha LOPES 
YRIGOYEN

University of Edinburgh Winifred Cullis Prize 
- £2000

Production of functional erythroid island like 
macrophages from induced pluripotent stem 
cells by generic programming to recapitulate 
the erythropoiesis niche in vitro

bérengère 
DIgARD

University of Edinburgh J barbara Northend 
Prize - £2000

Effects of bilingualism upon social cognition 
and perspective taking processes in adults 
with autism and their neurotypical peers

Kate WINKLE University of bristol m H Joseph Prize
- £2000

Social robots for persuasion and motivation 
(with an application in rehabilitative 
therapies)

The bFWg Research Presentations Day (this year on 12th 
may) is the annual event when we manage to create 

a real getting together between members and women 
postgraduate students. As usual, the event this year was 
a mixture of fun and serious academic content. Students, 
presenters of papers and those coming just as audience, 
outnumbered BFWG members (where were YOU?) and all 
seemed to find the day stimulating and informative.

Yes, informative it was. What did you know about the 
Cornish poet Charles Causley? Or the feminist strategies 
behind shoplifting by women in the 19th century who 
were frequently affluent women and not from the needy 

population? Or the process of choosing paintings for 
exhibitions? These and prehistoric iron working in Nigeria, 
corporate abuse of rights and the EU, bird flu in Bangladesh 
and the lives of students at medieval Oxford were amongst 
the topics presented. The winner (of a modest £120 prize for 
the best presentation) was Natalie Hogg from the University 
of Portsmouth who - at least whilst we were listening to 
her presentation - made us understand the theories and 
observations relating to dark energy. You will appreciate 
that for most of us to understand that, the presentation 
must have been good!

Students who present are selected from those submitting 
abstracts of 200 words. Details of the next RPD will be on 
our webpages probably in mid-January 2019. Do encourage 
any postgraduate students you know to consider putting in 
an abstract. Presenters 
do not have to be 
members although it is 
an opportunity to show 
your student friends 
what we do and to 
encourage them to 
join BFWG.

Elizabeth Poskitt, 
Liverpool

Research Presentations day 2018

Winner Natalie Hogg (first from left) with other presenters, 
Elizabeth Poskitt and BFWG President Patrice Wellesley-Cole 

(Photo: Sudha Srivastava)

Some of the BFWG Awards shortlisting group working 
on assessment comments on a very hot day in June 

(Photo: Elizabeth Poskitt)



6    BFWG News - Autumn 2018

BFWG AGM & COnFeRenCe 2018

This year’s Agm, with the theme ‘Representative 
Women’, was held again in the delightful surroundings 

of the Denman College. Friday evening’s after-dinner task 
was a whole-group discussion to explore possibilities for the 
future structure of the organisation – the board, regions, 
local associations and independent members – in the light 
of changing membership and new technologies which allow 
fresh opportunities. Fair representation and balance between 
different classes of membership are major considerations 
along with our response to changing priorities for younger 
women.

Saturday’s business sessions began with President Patrice 
Wellesley-Cole emphasising our strengths, in particular the 
scholarships and awards which give us a continuing purpose 
and relevance. However, we can’t stay still – a new motto, 
adapt or die! Reports covering the work of the last year and 
proposals for events in the next year were received, with the 
opportunity for members to ask questions. Jennie Landsberg 
explained the financial reports and issues with graphs and 
highlighted items to supplement the formal accounts already 
published. Formal detailed minutes of the meeting and also 
of the FfWg and Scholarship Fund trustees’ meeting are 
published elsewhere.

before lunch keynote speaker Caroline Singh talked to us 
about her life as a sound recordist – a male dominated profession 
in which she has thrived against the odds. She had brought 
many of her own ‘tools of the trade’ to show us, including 
some expensive and complex equipment and an impressive 
telescopic pole extending to about 20 feet with a large furry 
microphone at the end; 
heavy and unwieldy 
so the job requires 
physical strength as 
well as technical ability, 
attention to detail and 
creativity.

business sessions 
continued with 
discussions of progress 
on the new website, the 
need for improved social 
media output to reach 
a broader audience and 
outreach projects such 
as the campus groups. 
The nominated holders 
of our FfWg shares were 
briefed about what 
members would like 

raised with the governors. There was preliminary discussion of 
the resolutions proposed.

between tea and dinner on Saturday we broke into smaller 
groups for workshop discussions on three general areas; the 
proposals for future changes to regions, international matters, 
and outreach with particular reference to student groups.

On Sunday, we began as usual with the Agm of FfWg 
and public meeting of the Scholarship Fund trustees before 
resuming bFWg business with reports from the workshop 
groups for the benefit of the whole meeting and further work 
on the resolutions. Resolution 1 was amended to allow 3 
regions rather than 2 and was then passed – with an expressed 
wish for the whole question to be re-examined. Resolution 2 to 
combine the roles of CIR and CER was passed and Jenny morley 
now takes on the combined role. Resolutions 3 and 4 were 
related, concerning campus groups, and both were passed; 
there was a feeling that these should be given a chance to 
develop.  

The memorial book was mentioned. Despite a number of 
deaths being announced earlier in the meeting, very few were 
commemorated in the book but it would be good to revive the 
practice. Dates for the 2019 Agm (5 to 7 July in Lincoln) and 
2020 (11 to 13 July probably back in Denman) were announced.
We welcomed those taking on new posts and thanked those 
retiring for their hard work, in particular VP monica Dodds and 
CIR Cynthia burek who stepped down after completing their 
terms of office. All good wishes to the new management team 
for the coming year and the challenges to come.

Margaret Middlemass, Leeds

Associate Professor dr Carolyn Carr department of 
Physiology, Anatomy and Genetics at the University of 
Oxford 

Our After-Dinner Speaker at the bFWg Annual Dinner on 
the evening of Saturday 21st July 2018 was Associate Professor 

of biomedical Science, 
Dr Carolyn Carr. 
Dr Carr’s research 
interests include 
cardiac physiology 
and metabolism and 
the use of endogenous 
cardiac stem cells to 
prevent heart failure. 
Carolyn obtained 
a Daphne Jackson 
Fellowship* in 1998 to 

work in the department of Chemistry in Oxford. Prior to that 
Carolyn enjoyed 10 years as a wife and mother moving about 
the country as a result of her husband’s different postings 
before taking up part time work at the university. After 
working in chemistry and for a University spin-out company, 
in 2003 she obtained a post-doc position in the department 
of physiology. She became an Associate Professor in 2015 
but is only funded to work three days a week. (Five days’ 
work for three days’ pay!) Dr Carr is a committed scientist 
who is passionate about the joy of working in a laboratory 
and undertaking problem-solving activities. She is enjoying 
giving back what has been given to her over the years. She 
serves as a governor of FfWg and chair of the FfWg grants 
committee. Dr Carr concluded her presentation by saying 
that she fully supports the work of bFWg.

*The Daphne Jackson Trust is the UK’s leading organisation 
dedicated to realising the potential of scientists and 
engineers returning to research following a career break.

 Gloria Banner, Immediate Past President

BFWG members at the AGM/Conference (Photo: Barbara Jackson)

(Photo: Barbara Jackson)

Business Sessions 

Conference dinner
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Congratulations to WgSUS which, emulating bFWg, 
mounted its own Research Presentations Day in may. Winner 
Elizabeth Howard from Cardiff University captivated her 
audience with her research on witches and was so inspired 
by the day that she has organised her own doctoral students’ 
group for women at Cardiff. Formal links are being developed 
between bFWg and both these groups.

Women Graduates Swansea University Society 
(WGSUS) first research presentation day draws 

students from 5 Welsh Universities

THe SeLLWOOd GIRLS - a play about the life of Alfred Lord Tennyson and his family

The Lincoln and Lincolnshire Association book club 
members decided to ask margaret Crompton, local 

author of a radio play called “The Sellwood Girls”, if it 
would be possible to perform it to raise funds for the annual 
bursaries which are given by the Lincoln and Lincolnshire 
Association of Women graduates to female students from 
the University of Lincoln and bishop grosseteste University.

margaret readily agreed to this together with her husband 
John. Two members and their husbands took parts and were 
joined by three others. Margaret and John directed the play.

Emily, Anne and Louisa Sellwood were born and brought 
up in Horncastle, Lincolnshire. Emily and Louisa married 
the Tennyson brothers Alfred and Charles, who grew up in 
Somersby in the Lincolnshire Wolds; Anne married Charles 
Weld, a close friend of the Tennyson brothers.

The play tells their life stories, characterised by hope, 
anxiety, love, loss, delight, despair, illness, guilt and 
eventually reconciliation, with Hallam, son of Alfred and 
Emily, imagining his mother and aunts first at their boarding 
school and then during their adult married lives.

margaret used material from the writings of the main 
characters, including journals, diaries, letters and poems. 
The dialogue often used the characters’ own words with, as 
near as possible, the language of their time [1813-1898], and 
also gave insight into life in 19th century rural Lincolnshire.

The venue was the Church of St. mary magdalene which 
is situated between the Cathedral and the Castle. To the 
great delight of members and church personnel, there was a 
“full house”. Enough money was raised for four bursaries. In 
addition, a few prospective members were identified.

Elizabeth Wilson, Lincoln and Lincolnshire

Canterbury Celebrated its 50th Birthday 

We had a lovely party with 56 people, including very many 
former members and their spouses, some of whom had 
travelled a long way to join us. It was delightful to be 
reunited with so many friends, reminding us of our bFWg 
motto, “Perfecting the Art of Friendship”.

Barbara Jackson, Canterbury and District

About to cut our cake are: the three remaining founder 
members, front row L to R Janet Bentley, Sigrid Martin, 

Christiane Crabtree, with current President of CAWG Janet 
Potter and BFWG President Patrice Wellesley-Cole as principal 

guest standing behind (Photo: Barbara Jackson)

L-R: Geraldine 
Ham, Irene 

North and Joy 
Schneider. 

Geraldine is 
the immediate 
past president 
of the Lincoln 

and Lincolnshire 
Association 
of Women 
Graduates 

and was the 
producer of the 

play (Photo: 
Simon Ham)

Pictured are the hard-working WGSUS committee (L-R): Kamand 
Kojouri, Brandi Hill (founder), Jay Rees, Teresa Hillier, Rachel 
Morgan (co-founder), Maria Zygogianni and Hillary Burgardt

 notice for Members: emails from BFWG
• Are you receiving the President’s monthly email from office@bfwg.org.uk and other BFWG email addresses?

• Some of the emails are being returned as undeliverable because the email address to which it has been sent 
is no longer in use. Please let office@bfwg.org.uk know if you change your email address.

• Other emails are being rejected as spam, so please make sure that your email server is not blacklisting @
bfwg.org.uk email addresses.
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Women’s Academic Careers 
Seminar: Plan, Progress, Profile

Tuesday 29th January 2019
Harper Adams University, newport, Shropshire

09:30 – 14:00
CPD seminar with refreshments and lunch. 

Further details in Winter News.

Women’s early Careers in 
Academia – An LSe Careers event 

with the British Federation of 
Women Graduates

 Wednesday 10th October 2018
17:00 - 19:00

LSe Phd Academy, Lionel Robbins Building, 10 
Portugal Street London WC2A 2Hd

This event is open to current PhD students and 
recent PhD alumni from all departments and faculties 
at the LSE and to all members of the british Federation 
of Women graduates. The format is a panel discussion 
based on questions/comments from the audience 
followed by an informal networking event.

bFWg member Stephanie Spencer, Professor of 
the history of women’s education at Winchester 
University, will represent bFWg alongside two women 
professors from LSE.

Pre-registration for the 20 places allocated to us is 
essential and full details will be on the bFWg website 
in September.

The bFWg coordinator is:
gail Sagar - gailsagar@bfwg.org.uk 

2018 north West Academic 
Presentation day

Saturday 20th October 2018 
10:00 – 15:15

Hollins Hey Hotel 191 Victoria Road, New brighton,

CH45 0JY (Opposite New Brighton Station)

Accommodation available in hotel (Tel: 0151-691-1171) 
Excellent hot buffet lunch and refreshments

 Cost £25 for the day
Four runners up of the North West 2018 Travel bursary 

present their research and compete for prizes
Lecture by the 2018 bursary winner Support graduate 

women’s research
Enquiries:

E C Smith - office@bfwg.org.uk

northern Region AGM
Saturday 30th March 2019

Castle grove masonic Hall, moor Road, Leeds LS6 4bP
10:30 – 16:00

Leeds (Leeds Association)
Further details in Winter News 

Central Region AGM
Saturday 6th April 2019
St Stephen Church, Worcester

10:30 for 11:00
Further details in Winter News

GWI President, Geeta desai, meets with the British Federation of Women Graduates 

graduate Women International (gWI) President, geeta 
Desai, recently met with the management Team of 

the british Federation of Women graduates (bFWg). Over 
lunch at the Farmers’ Club on Whitehall Court in London, 
they discussed several topics. The discussion included gWI’s 
current financial oversight practices that have resulted 
in a balanced budget for the first time in four years, the 
need for graduate Women to practice advocacy based on 
a knowledge of the global driving and resisting forces that 
impact education for women and girls, outreach to and 
recruitment of Universities as the next stage of membership 
growth for NFAs and gWI’s 100th Anniversary to be celebrated 
in July 2019. The british Federation’s management Team has 
invited geeta to speak at bFWg CIR Day in June 2019.

Reflecting on the lunch meeting, Geeta said, “I’m always 
so impressed with the kindness, warmth and hospitality that 
bFWg has shown me. I’m equally impressed with its support 
for gWI and its conviction that graduate Women have an 
unprecedentedly important role to play in the coming 
decades. The bFWg has already begun to reach out to 
universities and students and is working on the next stage of 
the development of its organisation. I thank the management 
Team for a productive and inspiring afternoon”.

Gloria Banner, Immediate Past President

Front row (L-R): BFWG President Patrice Wellesley-Cole, GWI President 
Geeta Desai, BFWG Past President Christel Moor
Back Row (L-R): BFWG alternate CIR Sheila Youngs, BFWG VP Carrie de 
Silva, Past IFUW President Elizabeth Poskitt, BFWG VP Gillian Hilton, 
BFWG Finance Director Jennie Landsberg, BFWG Immediate Past 
President Gloria Banner (Not pictured: BFWG CIR/CER Jenny Morley)



          

BRITISH FEDERATION OF WOMEN GRADUATES 
PROGRAMME: AUTUMN NEWS 2018

 Please visit BFWG website regularly for event updates.

2018 Diary Dates
04 September 6-O Meeting, 63 Bayswater Road 12:00 – 15:30

08 September Management Team Meeting, BFWG HQ 10:30 for 11:00

22 September A Celebration of 100 years of Women’s Suffrage in the UK,

   Chancellors Hotel, Manchester M14 6NN 

10 October  BFWG/LSE Women’s Early Academic Careers, LSE 17:00 - 19:00

20 October  North West Academic Presentations Day, Hollins Hey Hotel 10:00 – 15:15

15 November  Finance Committee Meeting, BFWG HQ 10:30 for 11:00

24 November  BFWG Scholarship Fund Trustees Meeting, BFWG HQ 10:30 for 11:00

2019 Diary Dates
29 January  Women’s Academic Careers, Harper Adams University 09:30 - 14:00

01 February  BFWG Scholarship Fund Trustees Meeting, BFWG HQ 10:30 for 11:00

07 February  Finance Committee Meeting, BFWG HQ

09 February  Management Team Meeting, BFWG HQ 10:30 for 11:00 

09 March  Executive Committee Meeting, BFWG HQ 10:30 for 11:00 

30 March  Northern Region AGM, Castle Grove Masonic House, Leeds 10:30 for 11:00

08 April  Central Region AGM, St Stephen Church, Worcester 10:30 for 11:00

18 May  BFWG Scholarship Fund Trustees Meeting, BFWG HQ 10:30 for 11:00

May/June  BFWG Research Presentations Day, tbc

05-07 July  BFWG National AGM and Conference, Hilton Hotel, Lincoln

25-28 July  Graduate Women International Triennial, Geneva

---Save the Date---
Graduate Women International 

33rd Triennial and Centenary 
Celebration

‘Peace through Education’
Fostering the culture of peace for the future 

by empowering women through education

25th - 28th July 2019, Geneva, Switzerland
Early bird registration opens 1st October 

2018
(New Caroline Spurgeon Centenary Fellowship 

winner will be acknowledged and celebrated at the 
anniversary celebrations. Announcement to finalists 

will be made on 31st March 2019.)

‘A Celebration of 100 years of 
Women’s Suffrage in the UK’

(…and 90 years of all women getting the vote) 

Saturday 22nd September 2018 
Venue - Chancellors Hotel, Moseley Road, 

Fallowfield, Manchester M14 6NN 
0161 9077414,

www.chancellorshotel.co.uk

BFWG is honoured to host the inaugural 
meeting of the English-speaking subgroup of 
UWE: Graduate Women International Ireland 

Scotland and Britain (GWISB) 
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