
On 22nd September fifty Members of UWE (University 
Women of Europe) and accompanying husbands 

met at Chancellors Hotel, Manchester University to 
celebrate 100 years of (some) women voting in the UK 
(and 90 years of all women getting the vote). BFWG 
President Patrice Wellesley-Cole welcomed delegates 
from Ireland, Scotland, Wales and England.

The Seminar, chaired by BFWG CIR Jenny Morley, began 
with ‘Battles for the Vote’. Jonathan Schofield, former 
lawyer now author and Blue Badge guide, took us on a 
historical journey of Manchester which was at the centre 
of the national struggle for general enfranchisement. 
There was a coalition of working class and middle-class 
Manchester men and women. The Manchester Guardian 
was the newspaper leading on this: their motto ‘Well to 
be frank, better to be fair’.

Carrie de Silva, Principal Lecturer at Harper Adams 
University and Vice-President of BFWG then spoke on 
‘People and Property’ including the story of the first woman 
chartered surveyor Irena Barclay. The Sex Disqualification 
(Removal) Act 1919 swiftly followed the start of Women’s 
Suffrage and made it possible for women to enter more 
roles in professions previously closed to them.

After a buffet lunch, which provided an opportunity 
for networking, Dr Lauren Arrington, Head of the Institute 
of Irish Studies at the University of Liverpool, spoke on 
‘Lessons from the First Wave’. She gave a long view of 
the #MeToo movement and the intersectional feminist 

discourse where women across the social divides of 
wealth and position acted in co-operation in the Suffrage 
movement.

Aisha Alshawaf, Vice-President of UWE, next chaired a 
discussion panel consisting of the President of Graduate 
Women Scotland, Fiona Sutherland, President of Irish 
Federation of University Women, Mary Morrissey and 
BFWG President Patrice Wellesley-Cole. They considered 
the way forward and future plans for GWISB (Graduate 
Women Ireland, Scotland & Britain). There was general 
approval for annual meetings except in GWI Triennial 
years. GWScotland announced a ‘Meet and Greet’ 17-
19 May 2019 in Dundee with the theme ‘My Identity: My 
Story’. The 2020 Meeting will be in Ireland.

On Sunday morning 
a large group were able 
to visit the Pankhurst 
Museum, situated in 
the Pankhurst family’s 
home. We were given a 
fascinating talk about 
the family, their fight for 
Suffrage and the recent 
struggle to keep their 
home as a Museum.

Thanks go to Aisha 
Alshawaf for meticulous 
organisation of this delightful finish to the meeting, for 
her liaison activities with the hotel and in registering 
participants. What a great weekend it was!

Photo and content: Jenny Morley, CIR/CER
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From the Editor’s desk

Dear Members,
As there are celebrations 

throughout the country for the centenary 
of Women’s Suffrage, this year’s 
Parliament Week also had the theme 
‘Vote 100’. I attended a couple of events 
during the Parliament Week. A life-size 
Lego structure of ‘Sister Suffragette’ 
was the centre of attraction. Also, in 
Westminster Hall there was a display 
of a contemporary sculpture by Kristina 
Clackson Bonnington -  ‘House of doors’ 
(pictured below) which explores issues 
of women’s equality and access, and 
how that access has changed over time. 
It shows a girl standing in front of a 
monolithic structure. The stone ‘door’ 
represents a physical obstacle rather 
than an entrance point and audiences 
were asked to consider how this barrier 

could be opened, over-leaped, or manipulated to 
turn the obstacle into a pathway. Share your (BFWG 
members) thoughts on this at editor@bfwg.org.uk 
and I will publish a column in the next edition.

BFWG celebrated the centenary in Manchester in 
its own unique style, by hosting the first meeting 
of the English-speaking group of UWE - GWISB - as 
reported on the front page of this news. 

The theme for the BFWG year 2018-2019 is 
‘Women in Academic Life’. Find the report 
(page 5) on an interesting event, jointly organised 
by the BFWG and the London School of Economics 
(LSE), highlighting the challenges in early career 
progression in academia for women. BFWG VP 
Gillian Hilton is undertaking a research project on 

Women in Academic Life: their stories then and now. Details are available on 
the BFWG website. Anyone interested in taking part in this research should 
contact Gillian Hilton at: gillian.hilton@bfwg.org.uk. 

The 2019 AGM will be held in Lincoln, please see registration and other 
details in the middle pages of this news. Have a look on the bulletin page 
to find out the forthcoming events happening across the Federation. There 
are some vacancies to be filled next year: see the list in the middle pages.  
BFWG needs your expert contribution so do put yourself forward for one of 
the positions. 

Gail Sagar organised an informal Pre-Christmas London group get-together 
on 6th December between 18:00 - 20:00 at the nags Head, 10 James Street, 
Covent Garden.

I must stop and thank the people who make a difference! So, thanks to all 
those who have been an inspiration or a support in making a pathway for other 
women.

May I take the opportunity to wish you all a very Merry Christmas and 
Happy new Year 2019!

Sudha Srivastava, Editor
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Sutton Coldfield Association of Women Graduates 
held a ‘bring and share’ lunch at a member’s house on 14th 

September 2018. Twenty-six members and guests attended and 
brought with them some delicious food. The sum of £242.16 was 

raised for African Schoolgirl Fund.

Money received from Manchester LA’s closure - each 

of the following groups received one third of the total funds left i.e. 

£735 each - BFWG Centre - scholarship funds - a local charity.
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President’s Letter

Dear Members,

Connectivity: the war in Yemen, America’s mid-
term Elections, the Khashoggi murder in Istanbul. Are we 
detached from these events because they happened in 
some far-flung lands? We hesitate to agree or disagree and, 
because we are all connected by our common humanity, 
they touch each and every one of us. The ability to 
connect ensures that we are still relevant. This is because 
either personally or by virtue of our BFWG and thus GWI 
membership, we are proud to be part of a diverse, global 
network covering five continents and sixty countries. 
Apart from the value of international friendship that 
many of us treasure (I have made numerous friends over 
forty years, attending local, national and international 
conferences, visiting and entertaining colleagues in BFWG 
and in our former IFUW, now GWI family, it’s in my DnA!) 
we also enjoy a rich social life in our respective LAs.

As part of the then IFUW younger members group back 
at the IFUW Triennial Conference in Christ Church, new 
Zealand in 1986, when, may be, I seemed a somewhat 
cocky young woman, I was admonished by a lady who 
barked ‘You’ll be old one day.’ This reminds us of the 
importance of BFWG as an inclusive yet broad church, not 
the preserve of the few. All of us have to take responsibility 
for the image of the Federation to which we belong. 
Recruitment is the work for all of us, individually and 
collectively. To this end, our website, a necessary tool in 
this regard, has undergone a complete makeover. Thanks 
to the diligence and hard work of IPP (Immediate Past-
President) Gloria Banner who is now our Google Analytics 
Manager. Congratulations to Gloria on this achievement. 
At the risk of repeating myself, please visit the website 
regularly for updates.

Some members have complained that they don’t get 
bulk mail. If that is the case for you, kindly email the 
office to let us know.

We all enjoyed the motivational speakers at our 
recent Manchester Seminar with the Scottish and Irish 
Federations which this year took the honourable place of 
the House of Lords event. In Manchester, we celebrated 
100 years of Women (over 30) getting the vote. I am 
pleased to say we have an exciting upcoming national 
programme to match this. STOP PRESS: The Westminster 
Seminar in the House of Lords will take place next year, 
2019, as we have secured a Sponsor.

BFWG has its own ‘mid-terms’ as it is the that time of 
the year for nominations and vacancies to be filled - please 
see the insert in this ‘news’. not only is this a golden 
opportunity to volunteer, help and transform lives, but it is 
intellectually stimulating as we come together to address 
the challenges that confront us. May I remind everyone 
that we urgently need members to interview for our 
national project ‘Women in Academic Life’. As this can be 
done on the phone or Skype, working is relatively flexible 
and can be done from the comfort and convenience of 
one’s home. Please contact VP Gillian Hilton to discuss 
this further should you be interested. We are in the 
process of establishing a BFWG Ethics Committee, a first 

for the Federation. 
The work of our 
Committees and 
Working party 
on the Regions is 
the lifeblood of 
the Federation, 
as well as our 
dedicated Executive 
and hardworking 
Management Team. 
I would like to draw 
particular attention 
to our charity, the 
BFWG Scholarship 
Fund and its Trustees, 
chaired by Professor 
Cynthia Burek, which 
is committed to the 
highest standards 
and is so ably 
administered. They, 
like FfWG (Funds for 
Women Graduates) 
welcome donations - see the DOnATE button on our 
website. Donations help us to effect real and lasting 
change. In my October newsletter, I stressed that the 
Working Party on the Regions chaired by Elizabeth Poskitt 
welcomes your views on this subject.

We look forward to your Resolutions both for BFWG 
and GWI. Again, in my October newsletter I itemised all 
the GWI extensions and guidelines for workshops and 
seminars. You will be aware that early bird registration 
for next year’s GWI Centennial Triennial Conference in 
Geneva is now open until 28th February 2019.

2018 has been called the ‘Year of the Woman’. With 
more women elected to Congress in America’s mid-terms 
it’s hardly surprising. We also celebrate the Centenary 
of the end of World War I this year as well as the 
Centenary of women’s suffrage already mentioned. To 
collate information about such significant events BFWG 
is diversifying through greater presence on social media 
platforms such as Facebook, Twitter and LinkedIn and 
possible collaboration with outside bodies. 

As the year draws to a close and we look forward to 
Christmas and the new Year, we look back on an eventful 
period in our history culminating in two ‘Firsts’: our 
UWE award for achievement and co-chairing the GWI 
Centenary celebrations next year with the American and 
Canadian Federations. Whilst we all own these accolades, 
we cannot rest on our laurels as there is much to do and 
we brace ourselves for the activism ahead.

Season’s greetings and blessings to all.

Very good wishes.

Patrice Wellesley-Cole, President

In picture – Patrice Introducing 
Professor Sylvia Macauley at the Krio 

Descendants Union Symposium in 
Croydon’s Grand Sapphire Hotel

Please visit BFWG website (www.bfwg.org.uk) and its Facebook and LinkedIn pages to 
see a ten-minute video about BFWG through the eyes and work of those attending the 

Management Team meeting, produced at BFWG Headquarters on 
Saturday, 3rd november 2018.
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InTERnATIOnAL And EUROPEAn nEWS 
Widows’ Plight

Our CIR, Jenny Morley, recently learned via the 
CIR of new Zealand, Shirley Gillett, about the 

treatment of widows in India. The latter had been alerted 
to the situation by Gomathy Venkateswar who, in July 
2012, attended a session of the United nations in new 
York as a delegate representing the Virginia Gildersleeve 
International Fund (VGIF).

During the discussion, which centred on the 
marginalising of widows across the world, Gomathy had 
felt brave enough to ask if the speaker, Madame Bachelet, 
the then President of Un Women, had heard about the 
widows of Banaras and Vrindavan, two holy Hindu pilgrim 
centres, notorious for housing thousands of widows.

Apparently young and old were banished to these 
centres for the rest of their lives since, having become 
widows, it was considered inauspicious for them to 
remain in the family anymore. Madame Bachelet asked 
the Indian representative for further information so that 
she could look into the matter with a view to improving 
this state of affairs.

At this session there were many delegates from 
nGOs representing widows who had lost their husbands 
in war or conflict zones and on the platform, there was 
also Mrs Cherie Blair, Chair of the Loomba Foundation. 
This charity had been set up by Lord Loomba, of Indian 
origin, in memory of his mother who, as a widow in trying 
circumstances, had migrated with her three children to 
the UK.

Two years later, Gomathy received an invitation 
from the Un Women’s office in Delhi to attend a four-
day conference in Udaipur to discuss the rehabilitation 
of widows in India, nepal, Sri Lanka and Pakistan. There 
she learned that the widows of Vrindavan, many with 
children, had been relocated to prefab houses very close 
to the city of Udaipur where the children were going to 
school, and the women were being trained in various 
skills. She likes to think this could have had something to 
do with her earlier intervention at the Un. 

Sheila Youngs, CIR Alternate

Worcestershire Association visit France 

Members of the Worcestershire Association of 
Women Graduates (WAWG) have been exchanging 

visits with Members of the Association française des 
femmes diplômées des universités every two years since 
1999. This year’s visit was WAWG members to France.

In early October 2018 six members of WAWG and one 
husband journeyed to Dijon. They enjoyed a full and 
interesting programme in the area of Bourgogne and 
Burgundy.

They visited Langres where Diderot, co-writer of the 
first encyclopaedia, was born. Langres is celebrating his 
300th (actually 305th) anniversary. The guide was most 
informative and pointed out the places of interest, 
including the city walls and parapets.

On the second day they journeyed to Louhans, an 
architectural gem in the heart of Bresse.

On their final day they all experienced the “Musée du 
Pain d’épices” and Mulot de Petitjean a long-established 
family business who hand make many different flavours 
of gingerbread and have contributed to making Dijon the 
French capital of gingerbread.

Each day everyone ate together, sampling regional 
cuisine and chatting about their experiences.

On the last evening a celebratory dinner was hosted by 
one of the Dijon members. The visit to Dijon concluded 
with a rendition of “Auld Lang Syne” and anticipation of 
the French members’ visit to WAWG in 2020 

Sue Powell, WAWG

STOP PRESS
Graduate Women International (GWI) President 
Geeta desai will address the afternoon session 
at the BFWG AGM. There will be discussion about 
the International Resolutions to be voted on at 
the GWI meeting in Geneva later in July to brief 
our Voting delegate.  

GWI (IFUW): 48, Chemin du Grand-Montfleury CH-1290,
Versoix, Geneva, Switzerland 

www.graduatewomen.org, Email: gwi@graduatewomen.org 
Office hours: 08:30 - 17:30 Monday to Friday 

CER/CIR UWE Representative 2016-2019
Jenny Morley, jmmorley@bfwg.org.uk

Photo: Anne-Marie Robinson

Carrie de 
Silva speaking 

at the 
Manchester 

event on 22nd 
September 

Photo: Jenny 
Morley

Sudden death of Former UWE President 
Willemin Van der Meer. She was also the Vice-
President of GWI, then IFUW, between 2010 - 2013 

under the presidency of Marianne Haslegrave.
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Joint BFWG and London School of Economics (LSE) Event
 Highlights Challenges Women Face in Early Academic Careers

Forging a career in academia is difficult for all recent 
PhD graduates and early career academics, but 

women face extra challenges which can be addressed 
in what is increasingly seen as a level playing field in 
this arena. So concluded a well-attended joint event on 
10th October 2018 hosted by LSE Careers in collaboration 
with BFWG, where women at varying levels of academia 
shared insights about how they navigated their own 
career development and answered questions from an 
audience of both men and women.

Advice included engaging more in terms of taking 
committee roles and being more upfront in challenging 
expectations when, however committed the job holder 
may be, these cannot reasonably be met. Particular 
issues faced by women were their status on returning to 
work from maternity leave and the casualisation of jobs 
which affected women more than men. It was noted that 
women’s progress, for whatever reason, was curtailed as 
evidenced by the large gender discrepancy at Professor 
level and discussion ensued on how to balance teaching 
and research in order to stay competitive.

The allocation of resources was seen to be key at 
many levels. Financing research was more difficult than 
ever: the emphasis on league tables diverting funding to 
optimise this area and creating too much segmentation 
and internal competitiveness. This type of culture was 
more suited to men - women being more naturally 
collaborative. The lack of full-time jobs meant that 
many young people were working part-time, sometimes 
in two different places. There were now multiple types 
of contract and this generated a discussion on whether 
collective bargaining was a possible way forward.

The panel called for more structure in supporting 
post-doctoral academics. However, recent changes in 
academic career management practices have been 
helpful such as greater gender balance in recruitment 
and selection panels. It was noted that in some areas 
certain academic institutions are feeling the pressure 
to have a sufficient pool of women to draw on for this 
purpose. Access to career development events and 
collaboration across developmental networks such as 
the one afforded by BFWG are vital.

In summary, the competition for jobs and the diverse 
forms of temporary contract should be seen as challenges 
which can be overcome and the networking capabilities 
of women in particular are a positive route to success.

Panel:

Chair - Professor Rita Astuti, LSE Anthropology 
Department, Director of the PhD Academy

Professor Mary Evans, Emeritus Leverhulme Professor, 
Department of Gender Studies, LSE 

Professor Stephanie Spencer, Professor of History of 
Women’s Education, Department of Education Studies 
and Liberal Arts, University of Winchester

Dr Caroline Varin, Lecturer in Security and 
International Organisations, Regent’s University London 
and Research Fellow, Global South Unit LSE. Caroline 
completed her PhD in International Relations at LSE in 
2012 and is a co-founder of Professors Without Borders.

Dr Mariya Ivancheva, Post-doctoral research fellow, 
School of Education, University of Leeds and member 
of the PrecAnthro (a collective of anthropologists 
concerned with precarity in the discipline).

Gail Sagar, VP BFWG and Programme Organiser 
Greater London Association of Women Graduates  

(Photo: Sudha Srivastava)

L-R: Dr Mariya Ivancheva, Prof Rita Astuti, Prof Mary Evans, 
Prof Stephanie Spencer and Dr Caroline Varin

(Photo: Sudha Srivastava)

Former Presidents Joan Wheatley and Marian 
Wilson of the norfolk and norwich Association 

with this year’s recipient of our Education Award, 
Sophie Beckwith, and the Deputy Headteacher of 
The Isaac newton Sixth Form Academy, norwich.  
Sophie has just begun her studies in Psychology 
with Clinical and Cognitive neuroscience at Royal 
Holloway, London. She will be coming to address our 
members next September as to the use she has made 
of the Award and her experiences in her first year at 
University.

Joan Wheatley, Norfolk & Norwich

norfolk & norwich Education Award

(Photo: Zoe Mitchell)
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Executive Committee Meeting Agenda
Saturday 9th March 2019, 10:30 for 11:00 - 15:00 

at BFWG HQ Meeting Room
• Please bring this Agenda and the reports, downloadable from the BFWG website, or via the Office for hard copies.
• Please confirm your booking using the booking form in this news, or email at office@bfwg.org.uk your intention to 

come to by Friday 1st March. Observers are welcome but space is limited to 50 on a first-come, first-served basis.
• Please send all Executive Reports to Gail Sagar at gailsheridan75@hotmail.com or in writing c/o Office marked for 

Gail’s attention by Friday 15th February and any brief updates by Friday 1st March. Any matters raised by LAs 
should also be submitted by Regional Representatives by the same date.

• One of the main functions of this meeting is to receive General Resolutions and nominations for posts for the 2019 
AGM. Please send these to the Management Team (using the email cdesilva@bfwg.org.uk or office@bfwg.org.uk) 
by 28th February.

• £6 (cash, please) will be collected from Observers on arrival. Coffee/tea will be served on arrival and a glass of 
wine or soft drink at lunchtime. Please bring your own lunch.

1 President’s Opening Remarks Patrice Wellesley-Cole (PWC)

2 Apologies for Absence

3 Minutes of Executive Committee Meeting, 10th March 2018

3.1 Accuracy Gillian Hilton (GH)

3.2 Matters arising from the minutes not included elsewhere 
on this Agenda

4 President’s report on behalf of the Management Team

4.1 Review of work of the Management Team PWC 

4.2 Membership, Resolutions and Administration Carrie De Silva (CS)

4.3 Programme and Public Relations Gail Sagar (GS)

4.4 GEO; CSW; 6-O PWC

5 Chair of Finance Committee

5.1 Update/comments Jennie Landsberg (JL)

6 BFWG International Relations

6.1 CIR/GWI Council Member Jenny Morley (JM)

6.2 CER/UWE Representative JM

7 BFWG news Sudha Srivastava (SS)

8 Constitutional Advisor Gill Ramsay

9 Regional Representatives’ Reports Regional Representatives

10 Scholarship Fund Charity administered by BFWG

10.1 Update/comments from the Trustees Cynthia Burek (CB)  

10.2 Financial update Margaret Gotheridge (MG)

10.3 Academic Awards Stephanie Spencer (SMS)

11 Sybil Campbell Collection Trustees’ Report Christine Miles

12 FfWG (BFWG Charitable Foundation) 

12.1 Update/comments to written report from Trustees James Beardmore (JB) 

13 Other Reports – Update/comments 

13.1 Website/Communications Gloria Banner (GB)

13.2 Research Presentations Day Elizabeth Poskitt (EP)

13.3 Archives Susan Miles (SM)

13.4 Outreach Report GS

14 AGM 2019

14.1 Update on arrangements Christel Moor (CM)

14.2 Domestic Resolutions CS

14.3 General Resolutions

14.4 nominations received

14.5 AGM 2020 CM 

15 Correspondence (not included elsewhere on the Agenda)

16 Any other Business (if time permits)

17 date of next meeting 
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BFWG north West Academic Presentations day, 20th October 2018 

north West deserves huge 
congratulations for a good day, 

with clear objectives, a warm welcome, 
friendliness, respect and academic 
excellence all combined.

There was excitement and 
nervousness from the candidates which 
was matched by relaxed enjoyment 
from members. The preparation and 
information provided, scored full marks. 
Technical support from the husband of 
a former Bursary winner ensured that 
sound and visual presentations were 
problem free.

Competitors
1. nuthana Bhayankaram (University 

of Manchester) presented a clear 
and specific account of her study 
of bone marrow transplants in 
paediatric patients. Her interests 
in stem cell research had been 
triggered as a Year 10 schoolgirl. (Is 
there a suggestion here that BFWG might consider 
inspiring young women before PhD level?)

2. A complete contrast was the work of Rhea Burton-
Roberts (University of Bangor) in the movement of 
African elephants in the savannah ecosystems of 
South Africa in relation to foraging and cognitive 
behaviour.

3. Following this Abbie Romano (Liverpool John Moores 
University) helped her audience to appreciate the 
breadth of activity in the construction industry, 
recognising the use of ‘smart materials’ and bio-
based insulation products.

The candidates shared their lunchtime with the 
assessors. After an excellent buffet lunch, members 
were asked to vote for the best presentations in order of 
preference. nuthana Bhayankaram was the winner.

Afternoon Speaker
The Travel Bursary 2018 had previously been awarded 

to Aoife Fitzpatrick (University of Bangor - see Spring/

Summer news 2018). Her intriguing study of neuro-
rehabilitation of hand and arm mobility, has a wide 
application in the treatment of stroke victims. This was 
well presented and illustrated by excellent projections. 
The whole Presentation Day left our minds buzzing with 
admiration for all these young women.

Advice from the assessors, certificates, cheques, 
acknowledgments and the inevitable raffle prizes 
completed the afternoon. This event has a location 
providing car parking and is opposite a railway station 
(with the beach in the distance!). One might wonder why 
this annual celebration is not more widely supported by 
members from all the Regions?

I, for one, am looking forward to the next north West 
event in 2019.

Monica Dodds, Independent 

L-R: Abbie Romano, Aoife Fitzpatrick, Nuthana Bhayankaram 
and Rhea Burton-Roberts (Photo: Jasmit Phull)

Obituary - Mollie Richards

The norfolk & norwich Association are very sad to announce the death of Mollie Richards, Founder of the 
norfolk and norwich Federation of University Women, (now Women 

Graduates). We celebrated the Diamond Anniversary in 2011. Mollie came 
from a very distinguished family, the Cecils. Her father was doctor to Winston 
Churchill, so it was probably no surprise that Mollie read medicine in London 
where she met her future husband, George.

They came to live in Eaton on the outskirts of norwich and raised a family 
of five daughters there. Having started norfolk and norwich branch of BFUW, 
Mollie set about recruiting members who were greatly encouraged by her 
commitment and energy. When she and George met a poor Tibetan family 
while trekking in the foothills of the Himalayas, they immediately decided 
to do their best to enable the daughters of that family to go to school. Back 
home they gave parties to raise funds and recruited their local church to help. 
It soon became a major project for our Association as well until all the girls in 
that Tibetan family had a sound education.

Mollie gave us regular updates about the girls’ progress and was a faithful 
attender at, and contributor to, our meetings until quite recently. We owe 
her a great debt of gratitude and will miss her vibrant personality very much.

Joan Wheatley, Norfolk & Norwich (Photo taken by Helen Hunt, daughter 
of Mollie)
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GWI 33rd Triennial, Centenary 
Celebrations and Conference 
25th - 28th July 2019, Geneva, Switzerland 

 ‘Peace Through Education’ 
Fostering the culture of peace for the future by 

empowering women through education 

More details available at: https://graduate-women-
international.events.idloom.com/Centenary

Early bird registration ends 28th February 2019

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETInG
Saturday 9th March 2019, 10:30 for 11:00 - 15:00 

at BFWG HQ Meeting Room, 4 Mandeville Courtyard,

142 Battersea Park Road London SW11 4nB

For Agenda, please see Page 6 of this news

For booking details, please see booking forms

Research Presentations day 2019
Saturday 8th June 2019 

10:30 - 16:00
at BFWG HQ: 4 Mandeville Courtyard, 142 Battersea 

Park Road London SW11 4nB
Are you a postgraduate woman student? Do you have 
research you would like to present to a discerning 
audience – and have the chance of winning a small prize 
of £120 for the best presentation to a general audience?  
Or would you like to join with us just to listen to other 
postgraduate women students presenting their research?

Our Research Presentations day (RPD) offers these 
opportunities. Past attendees, both presenters and 
audience, have found the Day thoroughly enjoyable and 

helpful in developing presentation skills.  

If you think you would like to submit an abstract, please 
go to our webpages www.bfwg.org.uk where you can 
find more details and an abstract form. Closing date for 

applications is March 24th 2018. 

All, postgraduates and anyone else interested (male or 
female), are welcome to attend as audience. Bona fide 
students (UG or PG) come free. For others there is a 

charge of £10. 

A sandwich lunch is included.

For further information or to express interest in attending, 
please contact at: rpd@bfwg.org.uk

SPRInG REGIOnAL MEETInGS
 northern Region AGM

Saturday 30th March 2019 
10:30 – 16:30

Venue: Castle Grove Masonic Hall, 
Moor Road, Leeds LS6 4BP 

Cost £26.50
Speaker: Prof Vivien Jones

Former Pro Vice-Chancellor, University of Leeds 
Title – ‘Reflections on an academic career 

1980-2016: changes and challenges’
Please send your cheque made out to BFWG (Leeds 

Association) by Saturday 16th March to:
norah Gibson, 265 Broad Lane, Leeds LS13 2EY 

Tel: 0113 257 0966  
Email: norah.gibson@tiscali.co.uk

For booking details, please see booking forms
........................

Central Region AGM
Saturday 6th April 2019

10:30 for 11:00
Bishop Albany Hall, St Stephen’s Church, Worcester 

WR3 7HS (on-site parking available)

Speaker: Jan Long MBE   
Subject: Gertrude Bell, Unsung Heroine of Iraq

Jan is an authority on the life of Gertrude Bell, 
assisting in the making of the US film “Letters from 
Baghdad” and a major exhibition in the House of 

Commons.
Lunch at 13:00 will be followed by a business 

meeting.
Cost £23 to include coffee and lunch

Cheques to be made payable to WAWG and sent to:
Ann Cariss, 6 Waterford Close, Worcester WR3 7BL 

by 11th March 2019.
Contact: Ann Cariss 01905 938320

For booking details, please see booking forms

UWE Meet and Greet 2019
17th – 19th May 2019
“My Identity, My Story”

Hosted by: Graduate Women Scotland (GWS)
In dundee (City of discovery)

Further details will be available at: www.bfwg.org.uk 
and www.universitywomenofeurope.org

Careers and networking Event
7th February 2019, 17:00 - 19:00 

Kings College London, Franklin-Wilkins Building 
(room 5.132; may change dependent on numbers), 

150 Stamford St, London SE1 9nH

Dr Elizabeth Poskitt OBE : What is the “British 
Federation of Women Graduates” (BFWG) and 

what can it offer you?
Dr Katharine Abbott-Banner, Pharmacology Graduate 
of KCL: What it’s like to work in drug discovery 

within the Pharmaceutical Industry
Contact: Gail Sagar - gailsagar@bfwg.org.uk

ALL WELCOME
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Registration Form

(Doubletree by Hilton Hotel, Lincoln)

 Please: Complete the form in CAPITAL LETTERS in black ink
  SEND the original copy
  PLUS a photocopy of the completed form
  PLUS a stamped self-addressed envelope
  PLUS a cheque made payable to BFWG Conference Account
  TO - Christel Moor, 39 Nackington Road, CANTERBURY, Kent, CT1 3NP
  Tel: 01227 458829, Email: cmoor@bfwg.org.uk 
  Please put BFWG clearly on the envelope 
  Enquiries: Christel Moor

Accommodation and Conference
Doubletree by Hilton Hotel

While the hotel will do its best to accommodate 
late bookings, rooms cannot be guaranteed, so early 
registration is advised. The rooms are available for 
double occupancy and it is hoped that more partners 
will be encouraged to attend as there is much to see 
in Lincoln and the hotel is centrally situated. Only a 
few twin rooms can be offered, so those wishing this 
provision should contact Christel Moor for details as 
soon as possible. Delegates will have full use of the 
hotel’s facilities which can be seen on their website, 
as can parking arrangements. Accompanying persons 
costs exclude Saturday lunch.

Registration Fees
For bookings paid before 28th February 2019, the 

registration fee is £35. The full registration fee of £50 
is payable after that date. Bookings received after 31st 
May 2019 will incur a late booking fee of additional 
extra £15. While there may be rooms available after 
March, this cannot be guaranteed.

Cancellations after June 1st, 2019 will receive no 
refund. Cancellation and personal property insurance 
is advisable.

NAME..........................................................................................................

NAME OF BFWG ASSOCIATION/INDEPENDENT..........................................................

AGM VOTING STATUS:
Executive Voting Association Voting Proxy Voting  Non-Voting

BFWG 109th AGM & CONFERENCE 5 - 7 JULY 2019
Doubletree by Hilton, Brayford Wharf North, Lincoln, LN1 1YW  

Conference Theme: Yesterday’s Frontiers, Tomorrow’s Horizons 
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NAME.................................................................................................................................

ADDRESS..............................................................................................................................

TELEPHONE (HOME)............................................(MOBILE)........................................................ 

EMAIL ADDRESS....................................................................................................................

NAME OF RESIDENT GUEST........................................................................................................

REGISTRATION FEES      Guest  Member £Total

Full conference Early Registration (before February 28th) £20  £35  __________
Conference Registration (March 1st - May 31st)  £35   £50  __________
Day Delegate Saturday *     N/A  £25  __________
Day Delegate Sunday *     N/A  £15  __________
Additional late booking fee (after 1st June)   £15  £15  __________

ACCOMMODATION and Conference Facilities (inc. VAT @20%) per person

Two nights full board from Friday tea to Sunday lunch including  £339  __________
Conference Dinner – single en-suite

Two nights full board from Friday tea to Sunday lunch including  £240  __________
Conference Dinner – shared (double bed) en-suite

Accompanying person two nights, Friday night to Sunday lunch, including
Conference Dinner – shared (double bed) en-suite    £188  __________

One night full board, Saturday morning to Sunday lunch including  £217  __________
Conference Dinner – single en-suite         

One night full board, Saturday morning to Sunday lunch including  £163  __________
Conference Dinner – shared (double bed) en-suite       
 

Accompanying person one night including
Conference Dinner – shared (double bed) en-suite    £134  __________

*NON-RESIDENTS (Day registration fee also needs to be paid)

*Saturday including coffee, lunch and tea     £39  __________

*Sunday including coffee and lunch      £27  __________

Conference Dinner including two glasses of wine    £40  __________

          TOTAL  £_________ 

Please state in full, Names of Dinner Guests.......................................................................

Wheelchair access required?......................................................................................... 

Special dietary requirements.........................................................................................

BFWG 109th AGM AND CONFERENCE 5 - 7 JULY 2019
Booking Form
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DRAFT PROGRAMME

Friday 5th July

 16:00 Registration and tea

 19:00 Dinner 

 20:30 Social evening

Saturday 6th July

 07:30 Breakfast 

 08:00 Registration

 09:00 Business session

 10:30 Coffee

 11:00 Conference session/Keynote Speaker

 13:00 Buffet lunch

 14:00 Business session

 16:00 Tea

 16:30 Conference session

 17:45 Session ends

 19:30 Reception

 20:00 Dinner 

Sunday 7th July

 07:30 Breakfast

 08:00 Registration

 09:00 AGM of FfWG, Public meeting of  

  Scholarship Fund Trustees

 11:00 Coffee

 11:30 Business session

  End of Conference

 13:00 Lunch 

BFWG 109th AGM AND CONFERENCE 5 - 7 JULY 2019
Doubletree by Hilton, Brayford Wharf North, Lincoln, LN1 1YW

Conference Theme: Yesterday’s Frontiers, Tomorrow’s Horizons

Welcome to Lincoln
The Lincoln and Lincolnshire Association are looking 

forward to welcoming you to Lincoln for the AGM and 
Conference 5-7 July 2019. This will be the second time 
that the AGM has been held in Lincoln but those who 
attended previously will notice an increase in the size 
of the universities and an increased vibrancy in the 
city with young people and restaurants everywhere.

The AGM will take place totally in the four-star 
Doubletree by Hilton hotel which is centrally located on 
the lively Brayford waterfront opposite the University. 
The hotel has recently extended its conference rooms 
on the fourth and fifth floors where picture windows 
and outdoor terraces give a wonderful view up to the 
Cathedral. There is lift access to all floors.

Although most rooms are doubles, if you require 
a twin room please contact Christel Moor as soon as 
possible. The hotel has limited paid parking but there 
is a large 24-hour car park only a hundred yards away 
which is cheaper. If you arrive by train the hotel is only 
five minutes away by taxi.

Our keynote speaker on Saturday morning is 
Professor Krysta Cowman, who specialises in women’s 
history and women and politics at the University of 
Lincoln. She is interviewed quite often on Radio 4 and 
was the historical adviser for the film “Suffragette”.  
More information about the subject of her talk will 
be available in the next edition of News.  Our after-
dinner speaker will be either the Vice-Chancellor of 
the University, Professor Mary Stuart, or one of her 
senior colleagues but this will be confirmed in March. 
Professor Stuart was given the Guardian’s “Inspiring 
leader 2018” award in April and an honorary CBE in 
May this year.

There will be a raffle and a collection for the Hegg-
Hoffet Fund but no Bring and Buy this year.

For those who are accompanying members there 
is much to visit in the city within walking distance. 
For anyone discouraged by the walk up our famous 
Steep Hill to the cathedral and castle quarter, there 
is a regular shuttle bus from the High Street. Walking 
back down is much easier! Further afield can be found 
the new International Bomber Command Centre, the 
Battle of Britain Flight Visitor Centre, Belton House, 
Gainsborough Old Hall and much else.

If you wish to arrive on the Thursday before the 
AGM or stay over on the Sunday, the hotel is offering 
a special rate of £89 per room per night (£10 extra if 
for two people). Please book directly with the hotel 
quoting the BFWG AGM and Conference.

Kay Howell, Lincoln

Resolutions for AGM 

Resolutions for the AGM should be sent to: 

BFWG Office or emailed to: office@bfwg.org.uk 

by 28th February 2019



iv BFWG CONFERENCE 2019

VACANT POSITIONS AND THOSE REQUIRING CONFIRMATION

Nominations are needed for the following positions. For further information, please contact BFWG Office via 
office@bfwg.org.uk. Deadline is 28th February for consideration by March Executive Committee Meeting.

ELECTIONS/APPOINTMENTS

ELECTIONS

President-Elect Position to be taken up for 2020-2023. Nominations are welcome. 

Vice-President Vacancy for 2019-2022. Nominations are welcome. 

Alternate to the Co-ordinator of International 
Relations (CIR)/Convenor of European Relation 
(CER)

Vacancy for 2019-2022. Nominations are welcome.

Northern Regional Representative Alternate Nominations are welcome.

Southern Regional Representative Nominations are welcome.

Southern Regional Representative Alternate Nominations are welcome.

APPOINTMENTS

Archivist/Historian  

NCW Representative

Scholarship Fund Trustee Committee A vacancy will arise next year 2019 with the end of Margaret Gotheridge’s 
term of office. As an expert on financial affairs we wish to replace her with 
someone with similar experience. As these are appointed positions, please 
contact the Chair Professor Cynthia Burek or Secretary Dr Janet Baltitude for 
further information or expressions of interest.
c.burek@chester.ac.uk
j.baltitude@bath.ac.uk

Women’s Academic Career 
Progression Seminar

29th January 2019
09:30 - 14:00 

Harper Adams University, Edmond, Newport, Shropshire, TF10 8NB

Free Parking on-site

Cost £45+VAT (£54) including refreshments, lunch, notes and a 
copy of First Women

• Be inspired
• Learn how to enhance your professional profile
• Take some precious time out to think and plan your career
• Network

Speakers include Professor Cynthia Burek, University of Chester.

For more information about this event, please contact Carrie de Silva 
(BFWG VP) at cdesilva@harper-adams.ac.uk

BFWG North West 
Travel Bursary 2019 

£500
Entries to be received by 
Tuesday 18th December 

2018.

Please see instructions at:
www.bfwg.org.uk

or
Contact at: 

ecdyslex@hotmail.com



BRITISH FEDERATION OF WOMEN GRADUATES
Booking Forms: Winter News 2018-19

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING 
Saturday 9th March 2019 

10:30 for 11:00 at BFWG Office
£6 (cash) will be collected from Observers on arrival

Please bring your own lunch.

Reply by post to the office or Email: office@bfwg.org.uk by 1st March 2019

Name: .................................................................................................................... 

Email: ....................................................................................................................

Tel: .......................................................Mobile: .......................................................

Address: ..................................................................................................................

Postcode: ...........................................LA/Indep/Corp: .................................................



BFWG NORTHERN REGION AGM
Saturday 30th March 2019

10:30 - 16:00

Venue: Castle Grove Masonic Hall,
Moor Road, Leeds LS6 4BP

Cost: £26.50 to include coffee on arrival,
buffet lunch and tea before departure

Name: ................................................
.........................................................
Email: ................................................ 
Tel: ................................................... 
Mobile: ...............................................
Address: ..............................................
.........................................................
Postcode: ............................................
LA/Indep: ............................................

Speaker: Prof Vivien Jones
Title – ‘Reflections on an academic career 1980-2016: 

changes and challenges’

Please send your completed application form 
with your cheque made out to BFWG (Leeds 

Association) and sent to: 
Norah Gibson, 265 Broad Lane, Leeds LS13 2EY

Tel: 0113 257 0966
Email: norah.gibson@tiscali.co.uk

by Saturday 16th March 2019

BFWG CENTRAL REGION AGM
Saturday 6th April 2019

10:30 for 11:00

Bishop Albany Hall, St Stephen’s Church, 
Worcester WR3 7HS

 (on-site parking available)

Cost £23 to include coffee and lunch

Name: ................................................
.........................................................
Email: ................................................ 
Tel: ................................................... 
Mobile: ...............................................
Address: ..............................................
.........................................................
Postcode: ............................................
LA/Indep: ...........................................

Speaker: Jan Long MBE   
Subject: Gertrude Bell, Unsung Heroine of Iraq

Please send your completed application form 
with your cheque made payable to WAWG and 

sent to:
Ann Cariss, 6 Waterford Close, 

Worcester WR3 7BL 
by 11th March 2019

Contact - Ann Cariss 01905 938320




