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Report on Page 4

Professor Krista Cowman - Keynote Speaker at the BFWG AGM & Conference 2019

The guest speaker at the AGM on Saturday morning 
was Professor Krista Cowman, Professor of History 

at the University of Lincoln who spoke on What difference 
did the vote make? A century of voting women. She 
began by talking about the 1918 Representation of the 
People Act which involved other significant changes to 
General Election voting eligibility and process besides 
enfranchising women. Only women over 30 not subject to 
any legal incapacity and entitled to be registered as local 
government electors in respect of occupancy of land 
or premises (not a dwelling house) in the constituency 
with a yearly value of not less than five pounds, or of 
dwelling houses, or as the wives of husbands entitled to 
be so registered, could vote but, even so, the Bill had 
a major effect on attitudes in Parliament. Letters from 
women, prior to the Act, had been usually assigned to 
the wastepaper basket. Now the Women’s View was 
recognised as important for MPs’ future and for that of 
their government as well as for the prospects of those 
wishing to enter parliament.

Only one woman (Connie Markowitz of Sinn Fein who 
never took her seat), out of seventeen women standing 
in the elections of 1918, was elected to Parliament. 
Nevertheless, the prospect of women with a vote and 
the overall change of attitudes resulting from women’s 
roles during the First World War, led to a spate of acts 
on marriage, children, family and women’s employment 
being passed over the next couple of years. Late in 1918 
the Eligibility of Women Act permitted women to stand 
for election to Parliament (they were already able to be 
local councillors).

Continued on Page 6
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dear Members, 

Welcome to the new academic year!
What a brilliant start for the year it was, to 

have been a part of the Centenary celebrations 
of GWI, a century old history of advocating for 
women’s rights, equality and empowerment 
through access to quality education and training. 
An absolute pleasure and privilege for me to do 
modelling and showcasing the decade 2010s 
fashion at GWI through the Decades during the 
centenary evening.

Throughout the Conference, amazing women 
(pioneers in their fields) shared great knowledge 
and wise thoughts with a multitude of audiences. 
The young Members’ (yMs) workshop provided 
me with an opportunity to express and contribute my ideas (with others) into 
a framework for actions and outcomes in connecting the power of GWI young 
members. As we proudly express our BFWG tagline – Perfecting the Art of 
Friendship - I actually have made friends of all ages from across the globe during 
the conference and have learnt ‘their’ art of friendship. We are strongest when 
we cheer each other! Being one of the newly-founded yMs Committee members, I 
will be attending the first meeting at the end of September.

Pictured here with me is zamaswazi (Swati) dlamini Mandela (grand-daughter 
of Nelson Mandela), a human rights activist who shared her memories of her grand-
father (Education is the most powerful weapon which you can use to change the 
world) as well as her work story in opening keynote speech of the Conference. A 
brief report of the Triennial is on page 4 of this News, giving an overview of the 
sessions and events. More detailed reports and pictures are available on the BFWG 
website.

In this edition, we also report in detail about the BFWG AGM and Conference 
at Lincoln. GWI President Geeta desai gave a challenging speech on the Saturday. I 
would like to convey my thanks to BFWG for nominating and seconding me for the 
role of BFWG NCWGB (National Council of Women of Great Britain) Representative. 
I am looking forward to attending the NCW Annual Conference in October.

There is an interesting programme attached for the rest of the 2019 and for 
2020. The list of BFWG Scholarship prize winners is published. The Westminster 
Seminar and tea places are fully booked. To those attending, enjoy the privilege 
of this much anticipated event.

Thank you for your valuable feedback on the Spring Summer edition. 
Sudha Srivastava, Editor

dATA PROTECTION
All members' data provided to BFWG is held 
and processed according to the General data 
Protection Regulation 2018, and is only used for 
the purpose of BFWG administration and business. 
A privacy statement is available on the BFWG 

website.

Women in Street names in the UK and Ireland
A BFWG project to highlight women in street names in the UK and Ireland.

The aim is to highlight streets named 
after women (and to highlight how few 
there are!), to remember such women as 
are commemorated with mini biographies 
and to consider the promulgation of political 
and social culturalisation, conscious and 
unconscious, through the names we see 
in our streets. And please ask friends and 
colleagues (not just BFWG members) in 
other areas if they have any local streets 
named for a woman. We want a BIG list.

There have been similar projects isolated on specific cities but let’s aim to 
spread the net far and wide, to villages and towns, not just the metropoles, 
across England, Scotland, Wales and the island of Ireland.

Please forward the street name with district, town, city, village, etc. and 
with the woman’s main achievement or area of operation (if you know it) to: 
Carrie de Silva at cdesilva@bfwg.org.uk

If you don’t know anything about the subject, don’t worry – please send me 
the name anyway.

This project was launched at The Women’s Library, July 2019 with a report of 
names collated to be produced for the BFWG AGM 2020.

Carrie de Silva, VP
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President’s Letter

dear Members,

‘We are the 51%, we are the majority’ was met with 
applause (much to my surprise) during my short address 
in Geneva at the GWI Centenary Celebration on Thursday, 
25th July 2019, photo here in full flight courtesy of BFWG 
Editor. This celebration was one of the highlights of the 33rd 
Triennial Conference complete with giant strawberry and 
cream birthday cake with 100 proudly inscribed on it. I said 
my piece as one of the Honorary Co-Chairs after Canadian 
President Grace Hollet and American President Fay Weber: 
symbols of our respective countries’ positions as founders 
of IFUW (International Federation of University Women) in 
1919. Inaugurating this historic event recalling the bravery 
and pioneering spirit of our founding mothers, was an honour 
for me (personally) and for BFWG. 

IFUW became Graduate Women International (GWI) on 
27th April 2015, a welcome recognition of the role of all 
graduate women. Many of you will have seen the update 
from GWI which has full coverage of the centenary Triennial 
Conference. Around 400 graduate women including 19 
members of BFWG from about 50 countries (a mini UN) 
attended the Geneva Conference. As my photo and name had 
appeared in the Registration documents, it had been widely 
circulated, so much so that a delegate from El Salvador told 
me that I was famous in El Salvador! She had sent my name 
and photo around her country.

We all marvelled at the ‘IFUW through the Century’ 
show; the young members colloquium ably represented 
by our own Editor and NCW  (National Council of Women) 
Representative Sudha Srivastava; first class speakers such as 
Nelson Mandela’s grand-daughter, Swati dlamini-Mandela; 
dinner and cruise on the lake; and a reception at the 
World Trade Centre (WTO). We were uplifted and energised 
by the international fellowship and discourse. This was 
against a backdrop of increased tension worldwide from 
demonstrators in Hong Kong protesting against the planned 
Extradition law and agitating for more liberal reforms, 
tension between US and UK over how to act on problems in 
the Strait of Hormuz, India’s withdrawal of special status 
from Kashmir, the shopping mall shootings in El Paso, Texas 
and dayton, Ohio leading to multiple fatalities, to Britain 
planning for a ‘no deal’ Brexit in a divided country under a 
new Prime Minister, Boris Johnson. All of which is unsettling! 
The Conference theme ‘Peace through Education’ could not 
have been more appropriate.

We welcome in a new GWI Board under the Presidency 
of Terry Oudraad from the Netherlands and thank former 
President Geeta Desai for her selfless service to GWI at a 
most challenging time. Our BFWG AGM and Conference in 
Lincoln from 5th-7th July 2019 was hailed a successful and 
happy occasion. For the organisation and hard work, our 
sincere thanks go to Lincoln President Kay Howell and her 
team. VPs Gail Sagar and Gillian Hilton did a sterling job 
chairing without having to bang the gavel or say ‘Order, 
Order’. GWI President Geeta and her husband graced us with 
their presence. Historian Professor Krista Cowman and our 
own Professor Cynthia Burek, (the latter who stood in at the 
last minute) are both world authorities in their respective 
fields and were motivational speakers.

Notable outcomes from the AGM include: -

1. Increased subscriptions by 1/9/19. I sent out a bulk 
email to this effect and the new rates are on the 
Website. They are as mentioned:- Ordinary members 
£57, 1st year £40, Corporate £42, 5 year £270

2. Consultation about a more equitable distribution 
of LAs amongst the regions. See the ‘With high 
importance’ bulk memo also sent out in July. 
Kindly forward your views by 15/9/19 and would LA 
Presidents also field responses from their respective 
LAs.

3. A working party on ‘One Woman, One Vote’ has been 
established under the Chairmanship of Christel Moor. 
Members who’ve agreed to serve on it include Elsie 
Gilliland, Susan Miles and Gill Ramsay. As President, 
I am ex officio on all our committees.

4. VP dr Gillian Hilton’s paper and Workshop on 
‘Women in Academic Life’ has gained international 
recognition. We congratulate her on this well-earned 
success.

Shortlisted women doctoral students were interviewed 
for BFWG Academic Prizes at the London HQ on 1st and 2nd 
August 2019 in what has become an important part of the 
BFWG Calendar. Appreciation all round for the hard work 
and dedication of assessors, interviewers and interviewees 
to whom we are most grateful.

Rosanne Kirk, member, Labour Councillor and future 
Mayor of Lincoln (President-Elect Jasmit Phull will be her 
Sheriff, Lincoln’s first Sikh Sheriff) asked me to write a 
piece for her blog and social media about my role as BFWG 
President and aspirations for women. I was happy to oblige 
and it can be read at:- http://www.labour-rose.co.uk/
perfecting-the art-of friendship-is-bfwgs-motto/

The new British Cabinet is almost a third female, 7 out 
of 22 members to be precise and an excellent marker for 
gender parity. We were trailblazers because as the first 
and still only multi-disciplinary organisation for graduate 
women, we were and remain uniquely positioned to lead. It 
takes all of us to make a difference. We have a knowledge-
based strategy and our strength comes from within. Let us 
be inspired by the Cambridge county maxim ‘With one heart 
let us be wise’ and remember that sisterhood is global.

yours in solidarity,

Patrice Wellesley-Cole, President

Patrice 
Wellesley-

Cole 
addressing 
the GWI 

Centenary 
Celebrations 

Leeds member Judith eaton, seen here with her 
husband Peter, proudly displaying her 

50-Year Membership Certificate.

 Judith joined 
the Harrogate 
Association in 

1969, transferring 
to Leeds in 2003 
when Harrogate 

folded.

Photo: Gillian 
Roche
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InTeRnATIOnAL AnD eUROPeAn neWS 

GWI Centenary Celebrations and 33rd Triennial Conference
Geneva, 25-28 July 2019: A Brief Report

BFWG delegates (19) attended the GWI Centenary 
celebrations and Triennial Conference in Geneva 

(pictured on the front page of this News). during the four 
days fully packed programme, the air of UNIGE (University 
of Geneva) was filled with friendship and inspirations from 
across the globe and through the century.

Day 1: General Assembly (GA) and Centenary   
 Celebrations

GWI President Geeta Desai chaired the official opening 
of the Triennial with welcome remarks from Lisa Mazzone 
(member of the Swiss National Council) and greetings from 
doris Boscardin, Swiss NFA President. The session continued 
with keynote speeches on Peace through Education. Madame 
Saniye Gulsar Corat (director – division of Gender Equality 
UNESCO) highlighted the Linkages between Education and 
Peace followed by a portrayal of education as a tool against 
misogyny by Brigitte Mantilleri, director Gender Equality at 
UNIGE. Business sessions continued after lunch.

BFWG, being one of 
the founding members 
of the GWI, lit the lamp 
together with Canada and 
US to begin the Centenary 
celebrations followed by the 
GWI awards distribution, 
musical entertainment, a 
fashion parade depicting GWI 
through the Decades and 
concluding with presentation 
and consumption of the 
Centenary Birthday Cake.

Day 2: GA, Young Members’ (YMs) workshop and   
 World Trade Organisation (WTO) Apero

The second day of GA began with the keynote discussion 
on A Common Goal of Development in a Global Economy. 
The panel consisted of Simonetta zarrilli (UN Chief on 
Trade, Gender and development Programmes UNCTAd) and 
Anoush der Boghossian (Trade and Gender Focal Point, WTO) 
facilitated by Gabrielle Marceau (Professor of Law UNIGE 
and Senior Councillor at WTO).

After lunch, I participated (amongst 42 other yMs from 
across the globe) in an interactive young Members workshop 
‘Connecting the Power of GWI young Members’ organised 
by GWI membership VP Eileen Focke-Bakker. The workshop 
started with a sociometrical exercise led by Futurist Aarathi 
Krishnan about empowering young women through an 
understanding of future global changes and challenges in our 
global world. The workshop aimed, using the zSI (zentrum 
für Soziale Innovation) tools, to design a yMs e-forum, global 
network and programme to meet the yM future needs to 
become valuable drivers of a sustainable future. We worked 
in pairs and groups to collate ideas into a framework for action 
and outcomes. An interesting future sentence (or a mission 
statement) was created during the exercise – GWI Young 
Members network stands for passionate, proactive female 
change-makers who empower, inspire and mentor women 
through education to embrace diversity, inclusiveness, 
friendship, freedom and peace which leads to strategic 
actions and positive solutions. At the end we created a yMs 

Committee and voted for seven various positions for which I 
was one of the successful nominees. (A full report of the yM 
workshop will be available on the BFWG website)

Following the workshop, we were privileged to be invited 
to WTO Apero (reception) and a keynote discussion on the 
role of WTO’s work for women’s empowerment. We then 
headed back to the yMs dinner at Sepia Bistro where we 
were presented with certificates for the workshop.

Day 3: Peace through Education Conference,   
 Swiss Culture night

 The public conference on 27 July started with a 
touching recollection and keynote speech by zamaswazi 
(Swati) dlamini Mandela, human rights activist and grand-
daughter of Nelson Mandela followed by the panels on the 
roles of education and gender equality in preventing and 
de-escalating conflict and building sustainable societies. 
There were various seminar papers and workshops running 
in parallel. Some of us attended the workshop on the 
eradication of violence by men against women where we 
learnt about the situation in Israel in particular and also how 
education is directly linked to gender equality from a very 
early age. The Women at Peace in Business workshop by WTO 
gave the insights of small businesses in different parts of the 
world as to how trade can create educational opportunities 
(there are photos on the BFWG website of both workshops). 
Some members joined the Swiss Culture Night cruise on Lake 
Leman.

Day 4: GWI Day
The new GWI board was introduced to members. This was 

followed by an interesting presentation on Looking Forward 
by Futurist Aarathi Krishnan from Red Cross International. 
She finished the talk with a famous tagline - May you live in 
interesting times.

There was a workshop on Collaboration between NFAs. 
(see Susan Miles’ report on the next page)

In the afternoon, UWE AGM briefly discussed the agenda and 
their work over the Erasmus project. The Jans Gremmée Award 
2019 was given to Marion Gibson from the Irish Federation. 
The next UWE AGM and Conference 2020 will be in Paris (18-
20 September) where we will also celebrate the Centenary 
of AFFdU (Association Française des Femmes diplômées des 
Universités) and 
40 years of UWE.

The following 
link will guide 
you through The 
First 100 years 
of Inspiring a 
Vision for the 
International 
Federation 
of University 
Women, now 
Graduate Women 
International.

https://graduatewomen.org/wp-content/
uploads/2019/08/2019-IFUW-Pioneers-19.08.2019.pdf

Photos and content: Sudha Srivastava, GLAWG
GWI (IFUW): 48, Chemin du Grand-Montfleury CH-1290,

Versoix, Geneva, Switzerland 
www.graduatewomen.org, Email: gwi@graduatewomen.org 

Office hours: 08:30 - 17:30 Monday to Friday 
CER/CIR UWE Representative 2016-2019

Jenny Morley, jmmorley@bfwg.org.uk
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Between 17th and 19th May nearly eighty members of 
the UWE and their partners enjoyed a wonderful 

‘Meet and Greet’ event in dundee, organised by Graduate 
Women Scotland with the theme ‘My Story-My identity’. 
Inspirational women told their own moving stories on 
the Friday afternoon. We were then welcomed to a Civic 
Reception in the City Chambers followed by a meal at the 
Repertory Theatre Restaurant.

On Saturday we heard from Prof Niamh Nic daeid the 
director of the Leverhulme Research Centre for Forensic 
Science, University of dundee on Pushing the boundaries of 
forensic science and daring to think differently. We then 
heard from dr Ishbel duncan, director of Scottish Informatics 
and Computer Science Alliance, University of St Andrews on 
What women don’t say publicly about careers in academic 
science but should.

The highlight was the innovation of using personal 
stories to illuminate the role of supporters and mentors in 
women’s progress throughout their lives and careers. dr 
Susie Schofield of GWS chaired the session which was in the 
form of Pechakuchas: 20 slides, 20 seconds talking per slide 
(6 minutes 40 seconds per talk!) Aisha Alshawaf gave an 
excellent presentation!

As dundee is known as the city of Jute, Jam and Journalism 
we were given a tour of the Verdant Jute works and a 
complementary bag containing a mini Keiller marmalade! 
The reference to journalism is that the Thomson Publishing 

Group was founded in dundee. We were also given a copy 
of the ‘Beano’ which started in 1938 and whose iconic 
characters are established as part of British culture.

dundee is now the City of discovery, leading developments 
in digital art, games and technology and, in 2014, created 
the UK’s only City of design moving forward in the 21st 

century with the 3ds (discovery, development, design). 
There was free time to enjoy the V&A Museum or tour the 
ship discovery. On Saturday evening we enjoyed dinner and 
a Ceilidh and on Sunday several of us enjoyed a visit to 
Glamis Castle, former home of the Queen Mother.

Jenny Morley, CIR/CER

University Women of europe (UWe) Meet and Greet in Dundee, May 2019

(Photo: Roxana UWE)

LIFe AFTeR WORK
Plan A Better Retirement With Our Independent Financial Advice Partner, Chase De Vere

Many of us have got things in mind we would like to do 
when we retire, whether it is travelling the world or 

simply doing more of what we love. But how can you save 
enough for a decent retirement without having to give up 
what makes life good today?

eagerness to retire
According to research [1], almost three quarters (73%) of 

people aged 45 or over long for the day when their life is no 
longer confined by work. Yet despite an eagerness to retire, 
the research shows that almost half (46%) of over-45s with 
a pension have no idea how much it is worth, and that more 
women (52%) than men (41%) don’t know the value of their 
own pension savings.

Shift in lifestyle
Two-thirds of those aged 45-plus (67%) are hoping for 

a shift in lifestyle, keen to retire early before the State 
Pension age kicks in. But only one in ten of them (12%) has 
proactively increased how much they are investing in their 

pension when they have been able to, in order to help make 
this happen.

MeMBeR OFFeR: FRee InTRODUCTORY COnSULTATIOn

Retirement is changing, and life after work in the future 
will not look the same as it did for our parents or their 
parents. But while many of us might dream of what we are 
going to do when we retire and when that might be, without 
a plan in place these dreams are likely to stay just that. At 
the same time those who have retired want to make the 
most of their assets.

To have an expert look objectively at your retirement 
plans, please contact Jan Anderson on 07515 783224 to book 
your free, introductory consultation.

[1] Research carried out for Standard Life in November 
2017. 
(Ed. Jan Anderson is the BFWG and BFWG Scholarship Fund  
Financial Advisor)

GWI Triennial news continued...
Workshop on Collaboration between nFAs, 
28th July

This was a very well attended workshop: I was the only 
representative of BFWG. It was run as a proper workshop, 
in that the presenters had prepared questions for the 
participants to consider, but there was not enough time 
for a satisfactory outcome. This was partly because it took 
about ten minutes for everyone to arrive and find a seat, 
but also because, in my opinion, too long was spent on the 
issue itself, thus leaving too little time for discussion of 
how to collaborate.

The NFAs concerned were Mexico, the USA and Canada, 
who are collaborating on helping migrants. This clearly 
makes sense, as migrants are moving through Mexico to the 
USA and Canada, but as I have already mentioned, too much 
time was taken talking about the problems of migrants, 
with which I think we are all familiar. I felt the need of a 
stern convener to curb the desire of participants to talk 

about their experience of the issue.
Once we got round to addressing the collaboration itself, 

the presenters had interesting things to say. They pointed 
out that their organisations have different strengths: 
the Mexican association is small, but very academic, so 
concentrates on marshalling information; the American 
association is small, but is good at advocacy, whereas the 
Canadian association is large, and has many local chapters, 
so can give practical help to migrants locally.

The participants considered what other NFAs might work 
on together, but as already mentioned, there was inadequate 
time really to get to grips with this. The question was raised 
as to how this differs from twinning? I think it does, but the 
question remained unanswered. It was suggested that the 
discussion should continue via webinars, to which I must 
confess I did not sign up.

Is this sort of collaboration something that our English-
speaking group should be considering? 

Susan Miles, Independent
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BFWG AGM & COnFeRenCe 2019

Members and guests received a warm welcome to Lincoln 
for this year’s AGM. The President outlined BFWG’s 

achievements of the past 12 months and Council paid tribute 
to members who had died during the year. 

Recipients of 50 years’ Anniversary Certificates were 
announced. Approval was given for: this year’s agenda; 
the Minutes of the 2018 AGM; reports from the Executive 
Committee; plans for the Westminster Seminar; the 
membership report; national women’s groups where BFWG is 
represented; administration and archives. 

The Finance Report, Auditors’ Report and the Accounts 
were agreed unanimously, and thanks given to Jennie 
Landsberg, director of Finance and to BFWG’s auditors and 
fund managers. All the functional reports were accepted. 

The election of Jasmit Phull as President-Elect was 
unanimous, as was the re-election of Gail Sager as Vice-
President. Sudha Srivastava is the new BFWG representative 
on the National Council of Women. Elsie Gilliland is the 
new Northern Regional Representative and Jill Mitchell the 
alternate. The Saturday afternoon workshops discussed: 
domestic Resolutions; GWI resolutions; the BFWG’s research 
project, Women in Academic Life.

The business session on Sunday unanimously approved a 
£2 increase in membership fee per year (for all membership 
categories). The Resolution for allocation of local associations 
to new regions was “not put” and referred for further discussion, 
as was the Resolution that regional representatives should not 
be directors. Resolutions relating to the establishment of the 
Research Ethics Committee as a Standing Committee and the 
inclusion of “Research” in the Articles of Association were also 
“not put”. Canterbury LA accepted a “friendly amendment” 
to the 1 member 1 vote Resolution, enabling a working party 
to be set up to explore the issues involved.

The President thanked everyone who made the AGM 
such a success. Next year’s AGM will be at denman College, 
Oxfordshire, from 17 – 19 July 2020.

Kate Irving, Sutton Coldfield LA

Owing to the indisposition of the after-dinner speaker, 
Professor Libby John, our very own Cynthia Burek, 

Professor of Geo-conservation at the University of Chester, 
stepped into the breach with an informative and entertaining 
overview of the Rock and Roll of Geo-conservation.

She made the case for conservation 
rather than preservation i.e. working 
with Nature’s non-living things – 
minerals, soils, sediments and fossils – 
and not allowing for the indiscriminate 
blowing up and burial thereof. 
By wearing a watch, jewellery or 
spectacles we are reminded of our 
own reliance on Geology.

It may have come as a surprise to 
us that there are seven spectacular 
UNESCO Geo-Parks in the UK. There 
are two in each of the mainland 
countries and one in Northern Ireland 
and they form a protection of the 
landscape and nature within them.

Emphasis these days is on media communication with 
the public’s attention being drawn to all the benefits of 
Geo-exploration. Cynthia has herself contributed to BBC’s 
“Coast” and she hinted that we may have sight of her in 
“Grand designs” this Autumn – that would be fun!

Heather Hawkes, Independent  

Prof Cynthia Burek 
(Photo: Barbara 

Jackson)

Business Sessions Conference Dinner

AGM Workshop on Academic Women Research

The two groups showed a great deal of interest in 
the research and many agreed that the results 

were of real interest to the organisation and to a wider 
audience nationally. They were pleased that there would 
be a workshop at the GWI conference in Geneva and that 
a paper had been accepted for an international education 
conference in dubai in September. More importantly, there 
was a strong agreement that BFWG should be more pro-active 
in becoming involved in national concerns and should be in 

a more active relationship with government departments. 
This, it was pointed out by several attendees, is what had 
happened previously, but this active involvement in national 
affairs had dwindled of late. This they agreed was to be 
regretted and it was felt that a more active involvement 
on the national scene would raise the profile of BFWG and 
attract more people to join the organisation.

Gillian Hilton, VP

Keynote Speaker...Continued from Page 1...
The Acts relating to women’s franchise were followed 

by votes leading towards greater equality although not to 
the extent that was initially intended. Thus, the Women’s 
Emancipation Bill which in effect offered full equality for 
women in work, pay, marriage, even the House of Lords, 
seemed to be making progress only to be replaced by a much 
less far reaching government bill which became the 1919 
Sex Disqualification Removal Act. Women were still barred 
from the diplomatic service, the House of Lords, equality 
in franchise with men and the marriage bar was retained. 
However, the Act did permit universities to award women 
degrees, something Oxford immediately implemented whilst 
it took until 1948 for Cambridge to respond similarly. In 
many ways, despite its limitations, the Sex Disqualification 
Removal Act achieved more than the much later Equal Pay 

and Sexual discrimination Acts in that it enabled women to 
enter many professions even without equal franchise with 
men until 1928.

Professor Cowman went on to comment on other bills 
such as the Equal Citizen (Blanket) Bill of 1944 which in 
effect would have given women equal rights with men in all 
fields. She fairly briefly dealt with the second and third wave 
feminism contrasting the much more personalised issues at 
the heart of these campaigns, particularly following the 
Equal Pay and the Sexual discrimination Acts of the early 
1970s, with the early twentieth century desire to equalise 
women across society.

As might be expected with a BFWG audience, the talk 
was followed by an interesting Q&A session. 

Elizabeth Poskitt, Liverpool

GWI President 
Geeta Desai 
(second from 
right) with 

BFWG members 
at BFWG AGM 

(Photo: Barbara 
Jackson)
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Research Presentations Day 2019

The Research Presentations day (RPd) on 8th June 
created a programme of eclectic papers all presented 

extremely well by postgraduate students. Abstracts had 
been chosen to range across academic disciplines and 
across Higher Education Institutions as far as practical 
with the limit of eight presentations. It might seem such 
a broad remit would result in a day which cannot keep all 
the audience interested all the time. Not so. It is credit to 
the students that subjects which might initially seem from 
their titles as incomprehensible or of no general interest, 
became fascinating and understandable in the hands of 
these enthusiastic researchers. Papers on neural language 
processing and on law making in Turkey were followed by 
others on restoring the cultural landscape of Mexican cities 
and on the Victorian view of the Arctic as represented by 
polar bears – but these are only a few of the subjects.

The RPd is thoroughly enjoyable for both students and 
audience. It is an excellent opportunity to mix with the 
younger generation and to support women in academia. yes, 
for the presenters there is also the challenge of a modest 
prize for the paper the panel of judges deem the ‘best’ 
presentation in terms of explaining the research to a general 
audience. With some difficulty in coming to a decision, the 

judges awarded the prize this year to Kayla Kret from the 
University of Nottingham for her paper entitled A novel 
method of modifying gelatin/chitosan hydrogels for soft 
tissue engineering applications. However, by the end of the 
day most of us were left wishing we could give prizes to all 
the speakers.

Elizabeth Poskitt, Liverpool

Winner Kayla Kret (first from left) with other presenters 
(Photo: Sudha Srivastava)

BFWG Prize (Academic Award) Winners 2019: Total money awarded is £30,000

Award Holder Institute Awarded Title of Research
Katherine 
BLAKER 

Urban Studies & Planning 
Department, University of Sheffield

BFWG Caroline 
Spurgeon Prize - 
£6000

Contemporary forms of self-help and mutual 
aid to meet citizens’ basic needs; a bottom-
up perspective from a post-industrial 
community

Eloise HAMILTON Mathematical Institute, University 
of Oxford

Mary Kearney Prize 
- £3500

Non-reductive Geometric Invariant Theory 
and its application to Higgs bundles

Tahmida HUQ department of Materials Science and 
Metallurgy, University of Cambridge

Margaret B day Prize 
- £3500 

Developing next generation non-toxic layered 
and 2-dimensional materials for photovoltaics

Frances OSIS School of History, University of 
Glasgow

First Ruth Bowden 
Prize - £3500

The venereal poison: a historic and genomic 
analysis of eighteenth-century sexual diseases

Sarah TINGEy School of Geographical Sciences, 
University of Bristol 

Eila Campbell Prize 
- £3500

The potential of glacial flour as a novel soil 
amelioration strategy

Anna yAKOVLEVA division of Virology, department of 
Pathology, University of Cambridge

Kathleen Hall Prize 
- £3500

Bypassing the cold-chain: a novel vaccine and 
biologic delivery platform

Azul zORzOLI Molecular Biology division, School of 
Life Sciences, University of dundee 

Johnstone & 
Florence Stoney 
Prize - £3500

The role of rhamnosyltransferases in the 
biosynthesis of Streptococcus pyogenes’ 
Group A carbohydrate

Amy JOLLy department of Medicine, Faculty of 
Medicine, Imperial College London

Second Ruth Bowden 
Prize - £2000

Investigating the neural correlates of working 
memory impairments after traumatic brain 
injury: from prediction to treatment

Lucy SCHOUTEN School of divinity, University of 
Edinburgh

Beryl Mavis Green 
Prize - £1000

Exploring Jordan’s Christian response to 
refugees since 2012

Janet Bultitude 
(left in the picture), 
BFWG Scholarship 
Funds Trustee and 
from the department 
of Psychology, 
University of 
Bath, won the 
Vice-Chancellor’s 
Leadership Award 
after illustrating how 

she has led the department of Psychology in creating 
a culture where public engagement is supported and 
nurtured.

Winchester 
Women 

Graduate 
(WWG)

members at 
an Indian 

themed ‘end 
of term’ tea 
party in July 

hosted by 
President dr 
Reefat drabu
(Photo: Rory 

Haigh)
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Bulletin Board
north West Academic 

Presentation Day
12th October 2019, 10:00 – 15:45

Hollins Hey Hotel 191 Victoria Road, new Brighton, CH45 
0JY (Opposite new Brighton Station) 

Accommodation available in hotel (Tel: 0151-691-1171) 
Excellent hot buffet lunch and refreshments.

Cost £25 for the day
Four runners up of the North West 2019 Travel Bursary present 
their research and compete for prizes, presentation by the 
2019 Bursary winner.
Enquiries: E C Smith - ecdyslex@hotmail.com

Save the Date - UWe AGM
18th–20th September 2020

Paris, France
Includes Celebration of Centennial of the French 

Association (AFFdU) and 40 years of UWE.

Canterbury Association Prize Winner

This year’s winner was chosen by the staff of the 
School of Psychology. Janet said that we ask that 

the prize should be given to a student who has made the 
most of her opportunities and gained real benefit from 
attending university. Kerry Sildatke clearly fitted that bill. 
As a young person from a disadvantaged background, she 
responded to all that the university has to offer, taking part 
in other activities, helping other students, and contributing 
to university life in a very positive way. She also supported 
herself by working most of the time that she was studying. 
10 members of CAWG attended the reception given by the 
Master of Keynes College for this presentation at which 
our President spoke of the aims and purposes of BFWG and 
handed out our leaflets to the university staff who were 
present. 

Photo and Content: Barbara Jackson, Canterbury

GLAWG event: Women in Theatre

The most recent Greater London event was well 
attended. Veteran director Sue Parrish explained 

the challenges still facing women in the theatre. Speaking 
in one of the garden huts on the John Lewis Oxford Street 
rooftop, she highlighted the fact that while over 50% of the 
population is female only a fifth of artistic directors are 
women. While many reports have highlighted the disparity, 
gender equality is almost as far away as in 1983 when 
the first one was published. Many questions mirrored the 
audience’s personal experience of men’s entitlement and, 
while the battle was still being fought, Sue was hopeful that 
small elements of progress might accelerate as long as the 
pressure was consistently applied.

Gail Sagar, VP

(Photo: Sudha Srivastava)

CAWG 
President 

Janet 
Bentley (L) 
presenting 
a cheque 
for £150 
to Kerry 
Sildatke, 
the 2019 
winner of 
the CAWG 

prize

northern Region AGM
Saturday 25th April 2020

Huddersfield, 10:30 – 16:00

Central Region AGM
April 2020

Sutton Coldfield, 10:30 for 11:00
Further details in Winter News 

Graduate Women’s Baltic Sea 
Conference 2019

Saturday 12th October 2019
Science Center Heureka, Vantaa, Finland 

8:00 – 16:30
‘Together for Gender equality in education and work 

and commitment to our common Baltic Sea’

BFWG News is printed on  
FSC (Forest Stewardship Council) 

certified paper

33rd GWI Triennial delegates from around the world - some of them are not in the picture (Photo: Basak Ovacik, VP GWI)



          

BRITISH FEDERATION OF WOMEN GRADUATES 
PROGRAMME: AUTUMN NEWS 2019

 Please visit BFWG website regularly for event updates.

2019 Diary Dates
03 September 6-O Meeting, National Federation of Women’s Institute 12:00 for 12:30

19 September Sybil Campbell Symposium, Winchester 14:30

28 September Management Team Meeting, BFWG HQ 11:00

11-13 October NCWGB Annual Conference, Woodland Grange - Leamington Spa

12 October  North West Academic Presentations Day, Hollins Hey Hotel 10:00 – 15:45

14 November  Westminster Seminar, House of Lords 13:00 for 14:00

21 November  Finance Committee Meeting, BFWG HQ 10:30 for 11:00

22 November  BFWG Scholarship Fund Trustees Meeting, BFWG HQ 10:30 for 11:00

2020 Diary Dates
13 February  Finance Committee Meeting, BFWG HQ

February  Management Team Meeting, BFWG HQ 10:30 for 11:00 

14 March  Executive Committee Meeting, BFWG HQ 10:30 for 11:00 

April	 	 	 Central	Region	AGM,	Sutton	Coldfield	10:30	for	11:00

25	April	 	 Northern	Region	AGM,	Huddersfield	10:30	for	11:00

02 May  BFWG Research Presentations Day, BFWG HQ 10:30 for 11:00

15 May  BFWG Scholarship Fund Trustees Meeting, BFWG HQ 10:30 for 11:00

June    Management Team Meeting, BFWG HQ 10:30 for 11:00

17-19 July  BFWG National AGM and Conference, Denman College, Abingdon

18-20 September UWE AGM, Paris (Also celebration of 40 years of UWE and 100 years of   

   AFFDU - Association Française des Femmes Diplômées des Universités)

BFWG visit to the Women’s Library at 
the London School of Economics (LSE)

On 28th August 2019, eighteen members enjoyed 
a most interesting afternoon at the Women’s 

Library, which is housed in the LSE’s Library in London. 
Firstly, the group visited the exhibition entitled 
“The Sacred Year: Women and the Professions”. This 
illustrated the work of individuals and groups whose 
work	 led	 to	 the	 Sex	 Disqualification	 (Removal)	Act	 of	
1919. The Act allowed women to join and practise in the 
professions – although excluding the Church of England 

and certain areas of the Diplomatic Service.

After an interesting discussion about the material 
on display Dr Gillian Murphy, a curator at the Women’s 
Library and our guide for the afternoon, took us to view 
a selection of material from the BFWG archives. The 
documents	included	the	minutes	of	the	first	meeting	of	
BFWG in Manchester, records of the work done before, 
during and after WWII to support refugees and a variety 
of correspondence. The material was fascinating - 
much hand-written by members in the early part of 
the twentieth century. Thanks goes to Susan Miles for 
organising the visit and to Dr Gillian Murphy for her 
presentation and for the excellent selection of material 
to view.

The catalogue of material in the BFWG archive is 
accessible from the BFWG website. Click on “Links” at 
the top of the home page and then “BFWG archives at 
the LSE Women’s Library” in the box that comes up on 
the top left hand side of the Useful Links page.

Photo and content: Kate Irving, Sutton Coldfield LA


