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As many of you know, our 
Immediate Past-President, 

Patrice Wellesley-Cole met Dame 
Mary Beard when Patrice was 
interviewed by her for the BBC 2 
Civilisations programme a few years 
ago on some fascinating art works 
donated to Britain by Patrice’s Sierra 
Leonean ancestors.

The BFWG has benefited from 
that encounter by Patrice prevailing 
upon Mary to do a Zoom event for 
us on 28th July 2020. This has been 
one of the unexpected benefits of 
lockdown. If Mary had been asked to 
take a day or half a day out to travel 
to a conference venue, it would 
have been both expensive and her 
schedule would probably not have allowed. With Zoom, 
Mary’s commitment was only two minutes more than the 
one and a half hours she generously gave us.

At Mary’s suggestion, she kicked off with a short 
autobiography of growing up in Much Wenlock, Shropshire, 
the daughter of an architect and head teacher, Shrewsbury 
High School (then a girls’ grammar school) followed by 
Newnham College Cambridge. She read Classics and went 
straight into academic work, initially at King’s College, 
London and then back to Newnham, where she has been 
since 1984.

After an overview of her background, Mary answered 
questions which members had submitted ahead and read 
out by Patrice in the interest of streamlining proceedings. 
Surprisingly, not that many participants submitted 
questions beforehand, but there were plenty for Mary 
to respond to and they covered education (particularly 
in the classics), gender, social media, role models and 
history (both thinking of how history informs the present, 
and its role in primary and secondary education). After 
this, there was around half an hour when participants 
could put their own questions directly to Mary.

Unsurprisingly, although forthright, Mary gave a 
balanced view, for example stressing the very supportive 
role of many male colleagues. On role models from 

the past, she said she ‘cherry picked’ - some of those 
with life-changing ideas and achievements might not 
necessarily be ideal role models overall (to wit, Virginia 
Woolf - take A Room of One’s Own, but leave some other 
aspects of Woolf’s life and work). With regard to gender, 
Mary raised a theme from her Women and Power: A 
Manifesto (published in 2017) in considering the physical 
impact of women’s voices and how, when being ignored, 
women often feel they have to learn to speak at a lower 
pitch (with Margaret Thatcher, famously, taking elocution 
lessons to this end). Even women’s own sub-conscious 
perceptions which might impact their own positioning, 
e.g. ‘picture a professor’: how many women, let alone 
men, picture a man?

I think I can speak for all who attended the event (and 
for those not there, you can listen again on our website) 
in saying that the questions and Mary’s responses gave us 
much to consider and, certainly for me, yet another long 
reading list to follow up.

In my short vote of thanks, I said something which 
I’ve said previously - the British Federation of Women 
Graduates gives us an introduction to people, places 
and ideas we may not otherwise have encountered thus 
enriching and enhancing our professional lives and it is 
also just plain fun - Floreat BFWG. 

Carrie de Silva, VP

InsIDE
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Contributions to Hegg-Hoffet Fund are welcome. 
Please see details for cheque on page 6 of this News. 

Online banking can be used on request.
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Dear Members,

Welcome to the new academic year.
We adapt to survive! In the past half year, we 

have all been through the strangest times and found 
ways to carry on with ‘a restricted normal’. The 
virtual space provides the opportunity to engage 
better with local and international meetings and 
events.

Not everything that is happening in 2020 is bad! 
There has been various positive developments promoting women’s rights 
worldwide including the UK House of Commons passing the much-awaited 
Domestic Abuse Bill in early July followed by New Zealand unanimously passing 
the Equal Pay Amendment Bill in August. Fortune 500, a ranking of America’s 
largest companies, reached a new record naming 37 women leaders. Traffic 
lights in Mumbai got a makeover with the addition of a female figure rather 
than the typical male stick figure. Some good news to celebrate!

In this edition, most of the reporting is on virtual meetings, including the  
AGM 2020, Q&A session with Dame Mary Beard and a journey with Elizabeth 
Poskitt. The 2020 BFWG prize winners are listed on page 7 of this News. The 
full programme of events for this academic year will be available soon on the 
BFWG website.

I welcome the new BFWG President and Vice-President. On the international 
front, I am working with Jenny Morley in my new role as Alternate – Coordinator 
of International relations (CIr) and Convenor of European relations (CEr). I 
will be serving as Vice-President of GWI Young Members Network Leadership 
until the next GWI Conference in 2022. It was a privilege to be a presenter at 
the GWI Inter-generational webinar in spring 2020.

Thank you for your valuable feedback on the Spring Summer News 2020 
pandemic special edition. I would like to encourage Local Associations to 
share their News with me - by post or email. Keep safe and carry on!

Sudha Srivastava, Editor

DATA PrOTECTION
All members' data provided to BFWG are held 
and processed according to the General Data 
Protection regulation 2018, and are only used for 
the purpose of BFWG administration and business. 
A privacy statement is available on the BFWG 

website.

In memory: Dr Elizabeth Wales

Long-standing members of the Federation will 
remember Elizabeth Wales, a staunch member of 

the former London Association. Elizabeth died on 24th 
May 2020 at her home in Esher aged 96 after a long, 
active and purposeful life. She supported the London 
Association very actively during the difficult years when 
we lost Crosby Hall, working on the books in the Sybil 
Campbell Library at Great James Street and joining 
actively in the many social activities that the Library 
Committee and the London Association arranged there for award holders and 
the Federation. Elizabeth was a skilful cook, bringing from home (by train) 
boxes of delicious cakes and memorable meringues whenever a party was 
planned. She served on the London Association committee for many years, 
often inviting members to a summer party at her home in Esher where she 
entertained us in style in house and garden. The picture was taken at one 
of these gatherings. Elizabeth’s career as a doctor involved much work with 
disadvantaged children. She had a natural sympathy with young people.

Elizabeth enjoyed travel and joined in visits abroad arranged by IFUW, 
among them to South Africa and New Zealand. Most recently, Elizabeth is 
remembered for being part of Sheila Youngs’ group visit to Brussels in 
February 2011 where we learned of the workings of the European Parliament 
and Commission and visited the EU office of the British Council. Back at home 
Elizabeth has taken part in the Book Group of BFWG members who met at 
my flat in London until recently. She was one of the Federation’s characters, 
whom I shall remember with affection. May she rest in peace.

Margaret Roake, Independent
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President’s Letter

Dear Members,

Through these challenging times of Covid-19, the 
British Federation of Women Graduates moves forward 
with greater strength and unity, accepting the power of 
technology as a boon.

It is a great honour to start my role as President of 
the BFWG from 20th July 2020 for a term of three years. 
I thank Patrice Wellesley-Cole and her team for all their 
hard work as I look forward to working with my new team. 
Our aim is to reach out to all our members to become an 
active part of our team by giving us your support, even if 
it is in a very small way.

In July 2020, the 110th AGM of BFWG was held virtually 
due to Covid-19. The AGM Minutes are accessible on 
the website. One of our focuses surely will be on the 
Independent Members. Already, some Local Associations 
are inviting Independent members in their region to the 
Zoom meetings and we thank our new Office Support, 
Sarah Claydon, for all her kind help in setting up the 
meetings for the LAs. We organised Elizabeth Poskitt’s 
talk on 5th September.

The Domestic resolution ‘One Woman One Vote’ was 
well supported and the working party will continue to 
work further to make it easy to operate. I request you, 
the membership, to give your full co-operation and 
support as the working party continues to strive to make 
‘One Women One Vote’ a success at the AGM 2021.

We are aiming to work on General resolutions. We 
invite members to come forward to take up the post of 
Chair of Finance Committee in 2021.

Sadly, our favourite AGM venue, Denman College, is 
closing down. We have listened to our members’ views 
regarding venue suggestions and we are trying our best 
to work through these uncertainties, in the best possible 
way for AGM 2021.

Through our Prizes for doctoral students, we promote 
women in higher education in the UK. Today, together 
with FfWG (Funds for Women Graduates) we are now 
considered to be one of the major British donors in this 
sector.

Our membership includes 
membership of GWI (Graduate 
Women International) and 
UWE (University Women of 
Europe) and several interesting 
events are held regularly. Last 
year members attended the 
Centenary celebrations of GWI 
(Until 2015 the International 
Federation of University 
Women: IFUW) in Geneva and we felt the magnificence 
of our organisation.

The Management Team and rest of our team are 
working very hard and deserve applause for all they 
do. Their excellence has really touched my heart and I 
have confidence that together we will raise BFWG (our 
treasured organisation of 113 years) to greater heights 
and to make a difference which impacts on the lives of 
women and girls through education.

“Education is the most powerful weapon which you 
can use to change the world” - Nelson Mandela 

Jasmit Phull, President

Pictured L-R: Jaswant Phull, Jasmit Phull, Elizabeth Poskitt, 
Cynthia Burek, John Cubitt, Gloria Banner and Tony Banner 

at the GWI Centenary celebrations in Geneva 2019

(Photo: Jasmit Phull)

In 2019, Mireille Widmer, PhD student from the Institute 
of Development Studies at Sussex University, was 

awarded the GWI/BFWG Marjorie Shaw Fellowship for 
her research project on the governance of security in a 
secondary city in the Nepali plains, Janakpur.

Women and men have different priorities and 
approaches when it comes to security and Mireille 
Widmer’s research highlights the benefits of an inclusive 
participation of women in local government to address 
the issues of security in the urban space.

GWI and BFWG are proud to support Mireille’s 
critical research into the necessity of equal gender 
representation in all spheres of government and 

decision-making. From both the academic and 
development perspective, her research will have far-
reaching benefits. Mireille intends to build on her 
thesis by broadening this research to further cities. 
There is much to learn from a comparative study of 
urban security governance - something not manageable 
in research for a single PhD. She is also interested in 
taking up teaching activities so as to pass on some of 
her experiences and insights to the next generation of 
development practitioners.

A video summary on her ongoing work is available on 
GWI and BFWG websites.

Source: GWI Update

Update on 2019 Marjorie shaw Fellowship Winner
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InTERnATIOnAL AnD EUROPEAn nEWs 
Celebrating the 101st Birthday of Graduate Women International (GWI)

On July 11th the BFWG President and I had the wonderful 
opportunity of joining thirty-five other National 

Federations and Associations (NFAs) Presidents and CIrs 
(Coordinator of International relations) in a virtual GWI 
meeting conducted by GWI President Terry Oudraad via 
Zoom. She reminded us that there are now fifty-one NFAs. 
There are six regional Platforms (e.g. BFWG belongs to 
University Women of Europe: UWE).

She reminded us of our vision, pursuing Sustainable 
Development Goal 4: EQUALITY, EMPOWErMENT, ACCESS 
TO EDUCATION FOr ALL WOMEN AND GIrLS. Our GWI 
‘Strapline’ is now GENErATION EQUALITY, with the aim of 
attracting young members.

The webinars run this year have proved popular and 
more are to be held in the autumn.

In helping to fulfil our mission, she mentioned the 
essential parts being played by the five Vice-Presidents, 
Executive Secretary Stacy Dry Lara (now President of the 
NGO Committee on the Status of Women in Geneva) ably 
assisted by Clémence Mathiaud and intern Sophie Husser.

Terry went on to emphasise the important role of CIrs 
as the link between GWI and the national associations and 
independent members. The Beijing Platform for Action 
(the document arising from the Fourth World Conference 
on Women) contained the vital references to girls and 
women because of the advocacy activity by IFUW (GWI).

News from around the world included that the Women 
Graduates-USA (WG-US) have monthly Zoom meetings and 
a young member ‘WhatsApp’ group. I also reported on our 
virtual AGM with the ‘grande finale’ of a Zoom session 
to hand over the Presidency. This was also featured in a 
recent GWI Update (virtual newsletter).

It is hoped to hold the GWI General Assembly in 2022 
and we are encouraged to think about possible resolutions 
for this. Terry suggested that one on ‘Women and the 
Media’ should be considered! So, let’s get our ‘thinking 
caps on’ shall we?

A Vimeo recording of the hour-long meeting is 
available. If you would like the link and password, email 
me at: jmmorley@bfwg.org.uk.

Jenny Morley, CIR/CER

GWI (IFUW): 48, Chemin du Grand-Montfleury CH-1290,
Versoix, Geneva, Switzerland 

www.graduatewomen.org, Email: gwi@graduatewomen.org 
Office hours: 08:30 - 17:30 Monday to Friday 

CER/CIR UWE Representative 2018-2021
Jenny Morley, jmmorley@bfwg.org.uk

BFWG at GWI spring Webinar Cycle 2020

GWI Young Members Network (YMN) Leadership held 
meetings in mid August and early September to plan 

and organise events for the coming years.

A virtual ‘Townhall Meeting’ is planned for early 
October this year. Date and the registration details will 
be shared soon via the GWI Update. One of the highlights 
is the launch of the mentorship programme early next 
year following a Boot Camp in 2022.

Young members who are interested to join the YMN 
‘WhatsApp’ group can contact either GWI Vice-President 
Eileen Focke-Bakker at egabakker@gmail.com or Sudha 
Srivastava at sudha.bfwg@gmail.com.

Update on GWI Young Members network

GWI 2020 Spring Webinar Cycle was a tremendous 
success! These online meetings provided a timely 

avenue for international connection, friendship and 
growth of knowledge for GWI members across the world. 
The recordings of all webinars are available to access 
through the link and password provided by the GWI office 
on request. A detailed report by Sudha Srivastava of the 
Twinning webinar is available on the BFWG website.

BFWG young member and Alternate CIr Sudha 
Srivastava was one of the presenters of the Inter-
generational webinar. Contact: sudha.bfwg@gmail.com 
for the recording and presentation slides.

GWI is planning to launch another webinar cycle in 
the autumn following the GWI Member Marketplace 
introduction on 12th September at 1-2pm CEST. Details to 
follow in GWI Update.

International Marie S. Curie FrIAS COFUND 
Fellowship Programme (FCFP) 2021/22 is calling for 

applications.
Deadline 30th September 2020. Details on FrIAS 

website: www.frias.uni-freiburg.de
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Mary Faulkner celebrated her 92nd Birthday in June. She 
has been a member of BFWG since the 1960s. Mary 

was the Southern region representative and member of 
the Board of Directors of BFWG during the 1980s. She also 
held office in Bath for years and was President of Bath 
Association.

Mary emigrated to Hong Kong in 2013 at the age of 
85 to be closer to her son David and her daughter Hilary 
who is also a BFWG member. Jenny Morley and Susan 
Miles visited them in December 2017 at the time of 60th 
Anniversary celebrations of the Hong Kong Association.

In 2014, Hilary was diagnosed with clear cell ovarian 
cancer, a very rare and aggressive form with a poor 
survival rate. The cancer was diagnosed at stage 1 but 
progressed to stage 4. After a long six-and-a-half-year 

battle involving numerous surgeries, chemotherapy 
treatments, radiotherapy and eventually ground-
breaking immunotherapy treatment, Hilary reached 
remission in December 2019. She has written a book 
about her cancer journey, as it is a great story of hope 
for other cancer patients and their families. The book 
is called: ‘FUK YU! A Sweet and Sour Cancer Journey, 
Hong Kong Style’. The book can be purchased at: http://
www.sweetandsourcancerjourney.com/. All profits go to 
Ovarian Cancer research, as this disease can be cured 
if detected earlier. Too often it is diagnosed too late, at 
stage 4, due to lack of symptoms.

Hilary also entered the Proverse International Poetry 
Competition in 2018, run out of Hong Kong, which was 
advertised via BFWG in the UK. Her poem ‘A Mothers 
Love’ was chosen to be included in the Proverse Poetry 
Anthology ‘Mingled Voices 3’ sold on Amazon. The poem 
is about the support and love from Mary who has got her 
through the treatment and kept her strong.

I think the strength and 
courage that all women 
have, no matter what 
educational background 
they hold, nationality they 
are, whether young or old 
form a special bond that 
unites us all.

Mary says hello to all the 
friends who she has met 
over the years in BFWG and 
says she is still going strong 
despite being 92 years old this year.

Hilary Faulkner

BFWG Members’ news from Hong Kong

L-R: Susan Miles, Mary Faulkner, Hilary Faulkner and 
Jenny Morley in a rooftop setting complete with Christmas 

decorations (Photo: Jenny Morley)

A Journey (Virtual) with Elizabeth Poskitt

On 5th September 2020, Elizabeth Poskitt took us on a 
virtual journey of her inspiring life and experiences. 

New BFWG President Jasmit Phull introduced the 
Management Team at the beginning and invited Elizabeth 
to share her journey.

Elizabeth is a retired paediatrician and worked in 
the UK (Birmingham, Liverpool) and Africa (Uganda and 
Gambia) as well as doing various teaching and consultancy 
trips overseas with the World Health Organisation (WHO) 
and others. She lives in Woodstock and is now locally 
involved as Town Councillor and District Councillor as 
well as Chair of Friends of the Oxfordshire Museum.

Elizabeth joined the International Federation of 
University Women - IFUW (now GWI) in 1968 as member 
of the Ugandan Association of University Women and the 
British Federation of University Women – BFUW (now 
BFWG) in 1971. 

As IFUW President, she represented IFUW at the Fourth 
World Conference on Women in 1995.

Elizabeth is a very active member of the BFWG 
running BFWG research Presentation Days since 2001 
and organising BFWG Prizes since 1997. She was BFWG 
President 1995-98.

The Zoom event was 
joined by not only BFWG 
members but also GWI 
President Terry Oudraad 
and members of UWE and 
Irish Federation (about 70 
participants).

After an insightful 
overview of her growing 
up in a happy family, 
education and career as 
paediatrician, Elizabeth 
answered questions from 
participants. The event 
ended with closing remarks 
by GWI and BFWG Presidents. Elizabeth’s message for 
young members - Have courage to take chances and 
always be what you are.

It is a privilege to be a member of a Federation where 
we have such assets!

Sudha Srivastava, GLAWG

(A detailed report of this event will be published on the BFWG 
website soon. Recording of the event will be available on 
request if you missed attending or simply want to watch again.)
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BFWG AGM 2020 - Virtual

The 110th BFWG AGM was held under very different 
circumstances than expected, due to the Covid-19 

pandemic. However, BFWG’s traditional courage and 
forethought enabled the AGM to take place electronically 
from 20th June – 20th July, building on experience gained 
from the successful March/April 2020 virtual Executive 
Meeting. In total, 39 members participated in the AGM 
with a voting strength of 27.

A combination of email and a Zoom meeting enabled 
“business as usual” complemented (reported on front 
page in this edition of News) by an excellent Q&A 
session led by Professor Dame Mary Beard to cover the 
“Conference” element of the event.

The 2020 AGM was the last to be presided over by 
Patrice Wellesley-Cole who, in her welcome address, 
commented on the achievements of the past year and 
on members’ positive response to conducting business 
in new ways during these challenging times. The 
Agenda was followed as usual, with members’ emailed 
comments and questions responded to in accordance 
with the meeting timetable. reports from the members 
of the Executive Committee, the Westminster Seminar 
and various administrative functions were agreed 
unanimously as were the Annual report and Accounts, 
Appointment of Auditors and reports from Standing 
Committees, Advisors, Co-ordinators, (they are members 
of the Executive Committee) and BFWG Associations. 
There was some discussion about the first Domestic 
resolution, One Woman, One Vote. The second Domestic 
resolution, to result in the name “Mercia, Wales and the 
West” for that region, was widely welcomed. The third 
Domestic resolution was to enable the current Director 
of Finance, Jennie Landsberg, to serve for a further year 
in her role. All three Domestic resolutions were agreed 
unanimously. All elections and appointments were also 

approved. Margaret Middlemass as Vice-President; Carrie 
de Silva as Vice-President for a further year; Jennifer 
Landsberg for a further year as Finance Director; Aisha 
Alshawaf as a BFWG representative Governor of FfWG; 
Yvonne Makwali as Eastern regional representative; 
Gail Sagar as Alternate Eastern regional representative; 
Carrie de Silva and Alys Blakeway as Trustees of the Sybil 
Campbell Collection; Krista McLellan as Trustee of the 
BFWG Scholarship Fund. Although notice came too late 
to be part of the formal business of the AGM, at the same 
time the Executive Committee approved Gabrielle Suff 
to act as regional representative for Mercia Wales and 
the West for a year, and co-option of Kate Irving as her 
Alternate. Additionally, Sudha Srivastava was co-opted as 
Alternate CIr/CEr.

The later items on the Agenda – discussion of future 
BFWG Conference/AGMs, AOB and the handover to the 
new President were conducted through a Zoom meeting 
on Sunday 19th July. Various options for the 2021 AGM were 
discussed – a matter that was tinged with regret with the 
news that Denman College is to close. It was agreed that 
plans for 2021 event should be discussed further within 
the regions and with Independent members. It was also 
agreed that Local Associations and Independent members 
will be invited to put forward General resolutions for 
2021 prior to Christmas 2020.

President Patrice welcomed Jasmit Phull as the new 
President and gave her best wishes for her forthcoming 
Term of Office. Patrice thanked members and those on 
the Management Team for their support, mentioning 
particularly Gail Sagar and Pat Brown as they too came 
to the end of their respective Terms of Office. The AGM 
closed on 20th July 2020. Floreat BFWG!

Kate Irving, Sutton Coldfield LA

news from Canterbury

The Canterbury and District Association is collecting for 
its second financial contribution, since lockdown, to 

the Women’s refuge as a way of acting locally to support 
women in the current situation.

At the same time, our bank account is harbouring 
contributions from BFWG members and Associations for 
the Hegg-Hoffet Fund, £1106 so far, which will be sent to 
Geneva at the end of October. The Fund is administered 
from GWI in Geneva and is for graduate women refugees to 
help them with short courses in language or professional 
skills to enable them to settle in their new country. If 
anyone else would like to support the Fund, please 
send a cheque made payable to CAWG to Christel Moor, 

39 Nackington road, Canterbury, Kent, CT1 3NP. Online 
banking can be used on request.

The third initiative is for Independent Members in 
Eastern region. They will be welcomed to the monthly 
lectures to be held via Zoom or, even better, to full 
membership of the Association. The latter will give them 
all the Zoom lectures and other meetings, monthly email 
updates, the Newsletter and access to the email/Zoom 
book group.

Canterbury members are anticipating a full, if very 
different, year.

Christel Moor, President Canterbury

news from north Eastern Association

The North Eastern Association had their last meeting 
just before lockdown. Since then we have had our 

AGM virtually, using email.

We are hoping to meet for separate simultaneous 
outdoor coffee mornings in very small numbers at the 
beginning of September, and thereafter to resume our 

evening meetings using Zoom. By email we agreed a 
donation of £100 to the Hegg-Hoffet fund in response 
to the appeal in the virtual AGM from Christel Moor for 
funding to fill the gap left after the Raffle at the AGM was 
unable to take place.

Gill Ramsay, North Eastern
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As usual, the annual BFWG competition for prizes 
to women doctoral (PhD, DPhil etc.) students for 

‘outstanding academic excellence’ began in mid-January. 
Applications closed in late February. Then: Lockdown and 
problems. Many academics who might otherwise assess for 
us were preoccupied setting up virtual teaching for their 
own students, coping with family and home schooling - 
whilst continuing their professional roles from home.

Applicants whom assessors deem outstanding are 
shortlisted for interview. This year a shortlisting meeting 
in the sunshine of my garden had to be replaced by the 
less sunny clime of Zoom. Effective, but not as jolly an 
occasion as usual.

Then, a mammoth virtual interviewing session over 
two days totalled 17 hours of Zoom. Eighteen shortlisted 
candidates each gave eight-minute descriptions of their 
research and were questioned for 20-30 minutes. For 
once, Zoom behaved perfectly. No-one froze. The waiting 
room system worked… and finally the interviewing 

academics reached consensus. The regret was the one 
we always have: BFWG must raise more money so we 
can reward more of these outstanding (this year even 
more outstanding than usual) students doing fascinating 
research.

Two new names feature in the eponymous prizes list. 
Awardees’ research or backgrounds do not always match 
details of those who have donated large amounts to the 
Scholarships Fund. Maybe matches are not important, 
but we should like students to feel linked to past BFWG 
members. So, this year, we have included prizes named 
after May Whiteley, the second ever recipient of a BFUW 
award (in 1913) who spent her working life as a chemist 
at Imperial College, and Eleanor rathbone, worker for 
women’s and all human rights, politician and founder 
of the Liverpool Association. We hope BFWG members 
approve. 

Elizabeth Poskitt, Independent

BFWG Prizes for Women Doctoral students 2020/21: Total money awarded is £30,000

Award Holder Institute Awarded Title of Research

Graihagh 
COrDWELL 

Faculty of Music, University of 
Oxford 

Marjorie Shaw Prize 
- £4000

Music, humanitarianism and the Syrian refugee 
experience

Julia MODErN Department of Social 
Anthropology, University of 
Cambridge 

Kathleen Hall Prize 
- £4000

The disability rights movement in Bunyoro, 
Uganda: human rights, value and negotiations of 
belonging

Nefeli PIrÉE 
ILIOU 

Institute of Archaeology, 
University of Oxford

Eila Campbell Prize 
- £4000

Constructing Roman rural estates in a north 
western Greek setting. Rural economy and society 
in Roman Epirus ca.2nd century BC – 4th century AD

Catherine 
rICHArDS

Department of Engineering, 
University of Cambridge

M H Joseph Prize
- £4000

The existential threat of climate change: 
societal collapse as a novel lens for tangible 
communications and risk-based prioritisation of 
interventions

Cristina 
CECCHETTI 

Department of Life Sciences, 
Imperial College, London

May Whiteley Prize 
- £2000

Structural and functional studies of plant and 
fungal secondary active transporters

Stefanie DOEBL Institute of Applied Health 
Sciences, School of Medicine, 
Medical Sciences & Nutrition
University of Aberdeen

Johnstone & 
Florence Stoney 
Prize - £2000

Designing effective healthcare services for 
patients with fibromyalgia

Elizabeth EVENS Institute of the Americas, 
University College London

ruth Bowden Prize
- £2000

‘Regulating Women’: professional women and 
the surveillance of female reproduction and 
sexuality in the later nineteenth and early 
twentieth centuries

Daniela KÖCK Department of Physics 
& Astronomy, School of 
Mathematical & Physical 
Sciences, University of Sussex

Margaret K B Day 
Prize
- £2000

Search for supersymmetry at ATLAS in final 
states with tau leptons

Nahema 
MArCHAL

Oxford Internet Institute, 
University of Oxford

Eleanor rathbone 
Prize
- £2000

Feeds of discord? Exploring the implications of 
online political communications for affective 
polarisation

Nicôle MEEHAN School of Art History, Museum & 
Gallery Studies, University of St 
Andrews

Beryl Mavis Green 
Prize - £2000

The digital museum object and transcultural 
memory after the post-digital turn

Christina ZOU Mathematical Institute, 
University of Oxford

Mary Bradburn Prize 
- £2000

Existence, construction and optimality of 
solutions to the Skorokhod embedding problem 
for Markov processes
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Bulletin Board
UWE AGM - Virtual
19th september 2020

The Board of University Women of Europe (UWE) 
have decided to cancel the UWE AGM in Paris during 
the French Centennial meeting and instead conduct a 
virtual AGM on Saturday 19th September.

The BFWG CEr is registered to attend via Zoom. 
There should have been elections for Vice-Presidents 
this year, but it has been declared ‘Une année blanche’ 
(blank year) meaning that all the Board continue in 
position for an extra year.

The AFFDU, French Association Centennial 
celebrations are also postponed, so no dinner with 

music on the Seine.

Executive Committee 2020/21
President and 3 Vice-Presidents

Chair of Finance- Jennie Landsberg

CIR/CER – Jenny Morley. Alternate - Sudha Srivastava

Constitutional Advisor – Gill ramsay

news Editor – Sudha Srivastava

northern Region Representative – Elsie Gilliland. 
Alternate – Jill Mitchell

Eastern Region Representative – Yvonne Makwali. 
Alternate – Gail Sagar

Acting Mercia and Wales and West Region 
Representative – Gabrielle Suff. Alternate – Kate 
Irving

BFWG News is printed on  
FSC (Forest Stewardship Council) 

certified paper

The Women in Street Names project grew out of a 
suggestion made at a BFWG AGM break-out session 

in 2018 and was launched at a talk I did on the first 
woman chartered surveyor, at the Women’s Library in 
July 2019, under the BFWG and Harper Adams University 
banner. I have been delighted with the response. An 
unexpected consequence has been the links I have made 
with contributors or those who simply said they didn’t 
have any streets to offer but could they please be kept 
informed.

I intend to produce a book on as many women as 
possible. The interest of this, I hope, is that along with 
the well-known names will be women who are generally 
less well-known, of local or obscure origin. Along with 
this, I intend an academic paper on the impact of the 
relative paucity of women highlighted in public spaces 
and how this culturalisation may subliminally impact (or 
add to a range of impacts) on individuals’ self-perception 
and, consequently, their presentation for senior roles. 
In our recent Zoom event, Dame Mary Beard observed 
that, when asked to picture a professor, even women 
tend to think of a man (probably looking something like 
Professor Heinz Wolff - for those of certain vintage). 

You’ll be aware of the significant work done in recent 
years highlighting the dearth of women, and of course 
more recently racial minorities, in statuary. This study 
will draw on and, hopefully, add to that discussion.

Problematic names, given limited time for research, 
are single first names, which tend to be family of land-
owners or property developers. Also time-consuming to 
research are local councillors, who are regularly honoured 
with a street but whose histories sadly get lost over the 
decades. I embarrassed myself in an email by referring to 
‘obscure local councillors’ only to have a wonderful note 
and list of names from someone who signed himself ‘Mr 
XXX (obscure local councillor)’ and with the request that 
he be permitted to forward my flyer to other obscure 
local councillors.

Along with uncovering some interesting snippets about 
women across the UK, I also hope there will be prompts 
for readers’ own further local history exploration.

I am delighted to have been invited to do a national 
Zoom event on the project for the National Women’s 
register (NWr) - www.nwr.org.uk/blogs/entry/women-
in-street-names-project (Zoom details for 22nd October 
2020 to follow).

Thank you for your support and all the lovely entries 
to date. Please do let me have your further contributions, 
whether or not you know the background of the woman 
named.

Carrie de Silva, VP

Women in street names Project Update
Named for 
a ‘Barnbow 
Lass’ killed 

in munitions 
factory 

explosion near 
Leeds, 1916

norfolk and norwich Association 
heard about ‘a trip of a lifetime’.

On 8th September we had a fascinating and illustrated 
talk about a trip to the Antarctica, titled ‘Patagonia and 
beyond’ given by Sue Head, a retired geography teacher. 
We saw some amazing photos of glaciers, the ice-shelf, 
icebergs and birds/animals in their natural habitat. 
The important issue of not polluting the area and the 
strict precautions taken on board the ship to alleviate 
this, were explained. Of course, the problem of global 
warming and its effects not just on us but the local 
population, was explained, with data presented by a 
glaciologist. Sue explained with great enthusiasm about 

some of the expeditions and scientific experiments they 
were involved with whilst on the ship. The talk lasted 
about an hour but we could all have listened much 
longer. 

Eleven members attended, as the maximum number 
allowed, but the talk was videoed so it can be shared 
with others. Although, we all wore masks it was a lively 
meeting and we were pleased to see each other. We are 
prepared for meetings in October and November, a book 
group event and a debate, should circumstances allow. 
For now, we just keep in touch. 

Carole Smith, Norfolk & Norwich LA


